Example of a potential Indicator A.a. tabular and narrative reports based on a National Report on Sustainable Forests –2003 example
Note:  To view the rating system symbols in this document on-screen, set the software program to “View” “Print layout”.  The symbols are also viewable on-screen in “print preview” mode and when the document is actually printed out.

	KEY

	Notes on the rating system:

[image: image1.bmp][image: image2.bmp]This rating provides a general overview of the data supporting the indicators. 

       means few gaps,        means several gaps,        means no data or
 numerous gaps, and        indicates data that has been modeled.
	Data

coverage
	Data

currency
	Data

frequency
	Data reliability

	Data generally complete nationally, current, and reliable.
	
	National
	1997+
	Annual to < 5-year
	Statistically High

	Data may not be complete and consistent nationally, slightly dated, or not measured frequently enough.
	
	Regional or some
	1980-96
	5+ year Periodic
	Statistically Medium

	Data are from inconsistent sources or non-existent, more than 15 years old, or have no consistent plan for remeasurement.
	
	Varies or incomplete
	Incomplete
	One-time or incomplete
	Statistically Low

	Data are modeled [currency and frequency dots refer to model baseline data].
	
	Modeled
	
	
	Varies


	
	
	Data Status

	Criterion
	Indicators
	Coverage
	Currency
	Frequency
	Reliability

	1
Conservation of biodiversity
	1
Area of total land and forest land by type
	
	
	
	

	
	2
Area of forest by type and age
	
	
	
	

	
	3
Area of forest by type and IUCN category
	
	
	
	

	
	4
Area of forest by type, age, and IUCN
	
	
	
	

	
	5
Fragmentation by forest type
	
	
	
	

	
	6
Number of forest-dependent species
	
	
	
	

	
	7
Status of forest-dependent species
	
	
	
	

	
	8
Number of forest-dependent species in restricted range
	
	
	
	

	
	9
Population levels of representative species
	
	
	
	


Indicator and Title:
Indicator 1 – Extent of area by forest type relative to total forest area


Indicator 2 – Extent of area by forest type and by age class or successional stage

Indicator Lead:
W. Brad Smith, USDA Forest Service
Data Coverage:
Nationwide
Data Frequency:
Annual since 1999, historically every 7-10 years by State since 1930
Data Currency:
2002
Data Source:
USDA Forest Service, Research and Development, Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program.  FIA is mandated under the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Research Act of 1978 (PL 95-307, as amended), which replaced the McSweeney/McNary Act of 1928, directing the Secretary of Agriculture to collect, analyze, and periodically report information about renewable resources of the Nation's forest, range, and related lands.

Forest types are defined by the Society of American Foresters (Eyre 1980) as associations or groups of tree species that are commonly found in forested communities ranging from single species to complex mixtures.
Data Reliability:
FIA field surveys are designed to provide reliable forest area data at +/- 3 percent per million acres of forest area and +/-5 percent per billion cubic feet of volume.  Historic estimates prior to FIA field inventories have been developed from FIA trend data on forests and U.S. Bureau of the Census data on forest land cleared for farming since 1850.
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