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From: Joe R - 
Sent: Tuesday, March 20,2007 1.35 PM 

To: WELTY Roger 

Subject: ODF Forest Plan 

Sir: 
As Mid West Director, Oregon Hunters Association I am very concerned with the situation of lack of habitat for all 
wildlife with the reduction in logging on public land. I am particularly concerned about the lack of early seral 
landscapes for large game animals such as deer and elk. 

While there are only about 16 species that are total depended on old growth there are about 71 species that 
depend on early seral landscapes with about 116 species that are generalists and utilize all landscape types. 
This brings me to the point that public land needs to be managed for all species with a balanced mix of forest 
types. In addition when early seral landscapes are created they need to be managed to support big game and 
other species that are depended on this type landscape. This management needs to take into consideration the 
habitat requirements for the short period (about 20) where this early seral landscape is available after logging or 
some other activity like fire. 

In additional to the above comments I want to stress the importance that the Oregon Department of Forestry 
plans and those of Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife are coordinated so that so plans are supportive of 
each other. 

These comments are my own and do not reflect the official position of Oregon Hunters Associat~on. 

Joe R 
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Dear Joe R 

Thank you for your comments on our 2008 annual plans. Oregon's State Forests are managed to 
provide a broad range of environmental, social, and economic values to the people of Oregon, 
including large game habitat. Under the Northwest Oregon State Forests Management Plan 
(NWFMP), that covers the area from Eugene to the Columbia River that is west of the Cascades, 
State Forests are managed to develop and maintain a range of stand structures for the habitat 
needs of native wildlife, including 5 to 15 percent of the land base in a "Regeneration" stand 
structure. This structural stage is one of the four stand types addressed in the Northwest Forest 
Management Plan (FMP). It is an early seral forest stand type and is described in the FMP as: 

"The site is occupied by tree seedlings or saplings, and herbs or shrubs. The trees can be 
conifers or hardwoods. Competition among the trees and other vegetation is not yet 
resulting in widespread loss of herb and shrub layers. The herbs and lor shrubs are 
widespread and vigorous. This type includes first year regenerated stands, and continues 
to the stage when the trees approach crown closure. At that point, the increasing crown 
closure shades the ground, and causes a significant loss of vigor or death of understory 
vegetation." (NWFMP, Jan. 2001, page C-4) 

Our State Forests are actively managed, and we harvest more than 200 million board feet from 
our lands in Northwestern Oregon every year. Approximately eight percent of the ODF land base 
in northwest Oregon is currently in the Regeneration Structure stage. The 2008 Annual 
Operations Plans for State Forest lands in the Northwest Oregon Area propose modified clearcut 
and retention harvest operations that will maintain approximately the current level of the 
Regeneration Structure. Over time, these stands will develop into older seral stages (other stand 
structures) that will provide habitat for additional wildlife species, while new Regeneration 
Structure stands are created by harvest proposed in future Annual Operations Plans. 

All of the department's operations are reviewed by our department's staff of biologists as well as 
biologists from the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW). In addition to reviewing 
each operation, the ODFW biologists participate in all levels of State Forests planning, including 
long-term strategic plans. They recognize the importance of Regeneration stand structure to the 





Pacific ~ainforesd~ildlife Guardians 

Pacific Rainforest Wildlife Guardian 
2008 Oregon State Forest Timber Sales 
Public Comment of Marcia K. D 

March 11,2007 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
State Forest Planning Division 
2600 State Street 
Salem, Oregon, 97310 

A11 State Forests: 

Please stop clear-cutting everything. Clear-cuts destroy wildlife habitat, watershed protection, 
damage the climate, and cause water sources to dry up too early in summer. Herbicide from clear- 
cuts fmds it's way into drinkmg water, poisoning children impairing their mental and emotional 
development, causing Spider Brain Cancer in young adults, Hodgkm's and Parkinson's disease in 
older adults and neurological damage in everybody including ODF employees. 

Page l 

Pacific Rainforest Wildlife Guardians 

. , There is no sustainable forestry in a clear-cut. Economic benefit is gone for a life time. Clear-cuts 
slide and cause blow down. Clear-cuts cause the rich top soil to wash away in winter rains. 
Reforestation is less likely to succeed in a clear-cut. Growth is reduced by evaporation in a clear- 
cut. 

There is nothing good about clear-cuts. Stop clear-cutting our economic future. Stop clear- 
cutting our health and public safety. Stop clear-cutting our scenic areas. Stop clear-cutting our 
recreational areas. Stop clear-cutting our watersheds and flood control, please. 

Please use partial shade for weed control, not toxic chemicals. ODF was doing so wen under 
James Brown. Why are we headed back into the dark ages? 

If pollution of the waters or harm to threatened wildlife might occur as a result of any of the 
foregoing sales or activities, I would sue under the Endangered Species Act or Clean Water Act. 

Thank you, 

Marcia K. D 
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Dear Marcia D 

Thank you for your comments on the 2008 Annual Operations Plans. This letter will address 
your comments that had a state-wide scope; you will receive separate letters from Astoria, 
Tillamook, and North Cascade districts regarding your comments specific to them. 

Clearcutting, or more correctly modified clearcuts, as applied on state forests are designed to 
emulate disturbance regimes that have historically affected the distribution of forests in NW 
Oregon. A modified clearcut harvest system is a tool used to meet a number of management 
objectives. One of the objectives is to provide Regeneration stand type or early-seral stand 
structure. Regeneration is one of the four stand types addressed in the Northwest Forest 
Management Plan: 

"The site is occupied by tree seedlings or saplings, and herbs or shrubs. The trees can be 
conifers or hardwoods. Competition among the trees and other vegetation is not yet 
resulting in widespread loss of herb and shrub layers. The herbs and /or shrubs are 
widespread and vigorous. This type includes first year regenerated stands, and continues 
to the stage when the trees approach crown closure. At that point, the increasing crown 
closure shades the ground, and causes a significant loss of vigor or death of understory 
vegetation." (NWFMP C-4) 

Early-sera1 stand structure was defined as the same period: from the time of the stand 
replacement disturbance until newly established trees fully occupy the site. As more 
information about the importance of this stand structure becomes available; the quantity and 
quality of early-seral habitat is beginning to become more of an issue. A recent symposium 
held at Oregon State University highlighted the importance of early forest development 
(proceedings from the symposium can be heard and viewed at: 
httv://oregonstate.edu/media/archives/). This stage is important to many birds and mammals. 
Most of the speakers stressed that the quality of this early habitat was dependent on the 
amount of legacy components that remained on the site after the disturbance. It was also 
pointed out that this early-seral period is shorter in managed forests. The amount and type of 
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