
March 2,2008 

Oregon Department of Forestry 
Planning Specialist 
2600 State Street 
Salem, Oregon 97103. 

Re: AOP FY 2009lRidge 77 

To Whom It May Concern: 
I am a property owner adjacent to and south of Area 2 of the Ridge 77 sale 

Exhibit 1 

I am glad see SBM being implemented in my neck of the woods, but looking at exhibit 1, 
I think you will have to agree with two observations: 

1. The area set aside to achieve a layered canopy is puny. 
2. The area is an "island" of flora, but is it useful for fauna? 

I request that Area 1 be treated the same way as Area 2 to increase the utility of a 
layered canopy to a wider range of fauna, and in recognition and support of Old 77 
Vesper Lane's classification of "Visual." 

In general would like to see more consideration to keeping or creating wooded corridors 
to connect these islands. 

Exhibit 2 

If you do not grant my request in 1 above, I suggest preserving more of the appearance 
from the road on Old 77 Vesper Lane by creating a thinned buffer in the southern portion 
of Area 1. 

In the southeast corner of Area 1 there is nice stand of Doug Fir that I request be 
reserved to meet the 5 to 7 conifer per acre standard. 

The red oval in Area 2 indicates an area where a row of Doug Fir is growing at the roads 
edge across from power lines. To the extent and only to the extent that any could be 
considered serious hazards, I would endorse removing those alone. 

Regards 
M. A. 

cc: Ty Williams, Jewell Unit Forester 



922 19 Hwy 202 
l l~eodore R. Kulon Astoria, OR 97103 

503-325-545 1 
FAX 503-325-2756 

h p : l  /w\w.odf.state.ol~.us 

May 6,2008 

Dear Mr. A 

Thank you for your recent comments on A~mual Operations planning for state forests. 
The district is reviewing your comments pertaining to the Astoria District 2009 Annual 
Operations Plan (AOP). Below we have itemized responses for the items which you have 
provided comments. 

"I request that Aren I be treated the srlnle ~eny  ns A ~ e n  2 to increase tlie zitility o fn  injle~.ed 
calzopy to n wider rmge offnznia, and in recognition orid support of Old 77 Tresper Lniie 's 
clnssiJication of "Tliszcal. " 

The Astoria District has approximately 30,000 acres in our landscape design with a desired 

I future condition of layered, and an additional 36,000 acres slated for older forest structure. 
These acres are ai~anged across the landscape in a variety of patch sizes and configurations. As 
stated in the Northwest Oregon Forest Management Plan, Chapter 4 -Resource Management 
Concepts and Strategies; "A diversity of stand structures across the landscape in vasying 
amounts and a~angements is probably the most reasonable way to provide habitats for the broad 
spectrum of bisds, small manmals, or wildfife in general (Hunter 1990, Hanson et al. 1991, 
Carey et al. 1996, Carey and Johnson 1995.). Further discussioli of the concepts and strategies 
used in the landscape design in Noith\vest Oregon can be found in this chapter. A map of the 
Astoria District's Landscape Design is available for review at the Astoria District Office. 

Area 1 is designated by our Land Management Classification Systeni (OAR629-035-055) as 
"General". Areas that are classified as "Gene~al" are not prescribed a desired future condition 
per se, \vhich means that they are to be managed for a variety of integrated resource objectives 
and goals that are compatible over time and across the landscape. The modified clearcut 
prescription will also help to achieve the Astoria District's Implementation Plan target for the 
extent of regeneration structure types that are to be maintained across the landscape for the 
benefit of species dependent upon open habitats provided by this type of harvest. 

Measures will be taken within the regeneration harvest prescription and site preparation activities 
to ensure that the Scenic Classification and Management Objectives for the Level 2 visual 
classifications of Asea 1 ase met. These measures may include the flush cutting of stumps within 
50 feet of Vesper Lane and moderating the amount of residual slash . 





WELTY Roger 

From: J. B 

Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2008 4:58 PM 

To: WELTY Roger; WILLIAMS Ty 

Subject: ODF AOP Ridge 77 Comment 

Hi, I would like to add my support to the comments already submitted by 
M A 1 I am copying his message here for your convenience. I 
live adjacent to and south of Area 1. 
Sincerely, 
J B 

To Whom It May Concern: 
I am a property owner adjacent to and south of Area 2 of the Ridge 77 sale. 
Exhibit 1 
I am glad see SBM being implemented in my neck of the woods, but looking at exhibit 1, 
I think you will have to agree with two observations: 
1. The area set aside to achieve a layered canopy is puny. 
2. The area is an "island" of flora, but is it useful for fauna? 
I request that Area 1 be treated the same way as Area 2 to increase the utility of a 
layered canopy to a wider range of fauna, and in recognition and support of Old 77 
Vesper Lane's classification of "Visual." 
I n  general would like to see more consideration to keeping or creating wooded corridors 
to connect these islands. 
Exhibit 2 
I f  you do not grant my request in 1 above, I suggest preserving more of the appearance 
from the road on Old 77 Vesper Lane by creating a thinned buffer in the southern portion 
of Area 1. 
I n  the southeast corner of Area 1 there is nice stand of Doug Fir that I request be 
reserved to meet the 5 to 7 conifer per acre standard. 
The red oval in Area 2 indicates an area where a row of Doug Fir is growing at the roads 
edge across from power lines. To the extent and only to the extent that any could be 
considered serious hazards, I would endorse removing those alone. 
Regards 
M A 



92219 Hwy 202 
Astoria, OR 97103 

503-325-545 1 
FAX 503-325-2756 

h~://www.odf.state.or.us 

May 6,2008 

Dear Ms. B: 

Thank you for yowarecent comments on Annual Operations planning for state forests. 
The district is reviewing your comments pertaining to the Astoria District 2009 Annual 
Operations Plan (AOP); below we have ;temized~~esponses for the items which you have 
provided comnnlents. 

'7i.equest that Area I be treated tlze same i11ay as Area 2 to increase the zrtility of a layered 
canopy to a isider. range offairtma, and in recognition and support of Old 77 Vesper. Lane's 
classiJcation of "Vistial. " 

The Astoria District has approximately 30,000 acres in our landscape design with a desired 

i fi~ture condition of layered, and an additional 36,000 acres slated for older forest structure. 
These acres are arxanged across the landscape in a variety of patch sizes and configurations. As 
stated in the Northwest Oregon Forest Management Plan, Chapter 4 -Resource Management 
Concepts and Strategies; "A diversity of stand st~xctures across the landscape in varying 
amounts and arrangements is probably the most reasonable way to provide habitats for the broad 
spectruln of birds, small mammals, or wildlife in general (Hunter 1990, I-Ianson et al. 1991, 
Carey et al. 1996, Carey and Jolnison 1995.). Further discussion of the concepts and strategies 
used in the landscape design inNoithwest Oregon can be found in this chapter. A map of the 
Astoria District's Landscape Design is available for review at the Astoria District Office. 

Area 1 is designated by our Land Management Classification System (0AR629-035-055) as 
"Geueral". Areas that are classified as "General" are not prescribed a desired future condition 
per se, which means that they are to be managed for a variety of intepated resource objectives 
and goals that are compatible over time and across the landscape. The modified clearcut 
prescription will also help to achieve the Astoria District's Implementation Plan target for the 
extent of regeneration stiucture types that are to be maiutained across the landscape for the 
benefit of species dependent upon open habitats provided by this type of harvest, 

~ e a s u i e s  lvill be taken within the regeneration harvest prescription and site preparation activities 
to ensure that the Scenic Classification and Management Objectives for the Level 2 visual 
classifications of Area 1 are met. These measures may include the flush cutting of stumps within 
50 feet of Vesper Lane and moderating the amount of residual slash . 





SIERRA 
CLUB ~ ~ 

FOUNDED 1892  

Comments of D F 
Oregon Chapter Sierra Club 

Oregon Board of Forestry: 
5 March 2008 

Good Morning. 

My name is D F , I am the State Lands Issue Coordinator for the 
Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club. We have been actively involved in the Tillamook and 
Clatsop State Forests for well over 10 years and our members are greatly concerned about 
the future of these publicly owned lands. 

1 have been closely monitoring the on-the-ground effects of ODF's 
implementation of the Forest Management Plan since it was adopted in January 2001. I 
am here today to convey on behalf of the Club (and its 24,000 Oregon members) the very 
serious concerns we have regarding the 2009 Annual Operation Plans (AOPs) recently 
released for public comment, particularly timber sales in Tillamook District. 

We are deeply concerned that some of the current operations fail to achieve the 
greatest permanent value as defined in Oregon statutes and administrative rules. In 
particular, we feel that many of the planned timber harvests fail to meet requirements for 
protection of "aquatic habitats for salmonids, and other native fish and aquatic life; 
... native wildlife habitats; ... soil, air, and water; ... and outdoor recreation opportunities" as 
mandated in ORS 530 and OAR 629-035. We also firmly believe that these plans are not 
based on the required "best available science." 

Let me begin with a few facts from the Tillamook 2009 AOP: 

1) 69% of the harvest will be by clear-cutting; that's about 3000 acres. 
2) 8 of the 15 primary timber sales have clearcuts greater than 100 acres. 
3) 9 of the 15 are planned to clearcut forest designated to become complex. 
4) Plans call for thinning in a Marbled Murrelet Management Area, despite the 

decreasing number of marbled murrelets on ODF lands, and despite the fact that 
the area biologist notes this sale poses a moderate risk to this imperiled species. 

Particularly alarming are operations like the Peak Out timber sale in the Kilchis basin, 
which plans to clearcut 119 acres of "Understory" that is designated to become layered. 
How does clearcutting these mixed conifer-hardwood improve forest structure? Or 
consider the Fitch Creek timber sale, also in the Kilchis basin, which will clearcut 534 
acres in 7 different units. According to page 6 of the Fitch Creek Draft Pre-Operations 
Report: "The risk of landslides delivering directly from the sale to all streams is high." 
Why are we clearcutting this basin. The ODF states that it "is made up of steep terrain 
with many high landslide hazard locations (HLHL) and deeply incised high energy 
stream systems." 





922 19 Hwy 202 
Astoria, OR 97103 

503-325-5451 
FAX 503-325-2756 

lit@:/ /www.odEstate.or.us 

May 6,2008 

Dear Mr. F 

Thank yon for your recent comments on Annual Operations plaiming for state forests. 
The district is reviewing y&tr collune~its pel3aining to the Astoria District 2009 Annual 
Operations Plan (AOP). Below we have itemized responses for the items which you have 
provided coliuneilts. 

"Iiz the Astoria District, Unit 4 of the Bzczzard Ridge Co~~ibinatiot? tiiuber sale ivill clearclrt 99 
acres of zmi(Tersto~y within tlie vieivshed of the Spruce Rzni cn~jpgrolcrid Unit 4 lzas a 
"nloderate" risk of landslides deliveri12g directly into the Nehalenr Rivel: " 

Snlall portions Area 4 of this sale may be visible from the very north part of Hemy Riersoil 
I Sp~uce Run Camp Ground. The Forest Land Management Classification as required by the 

Noithwvest Oregon State Forests Management Plan (FMP) classifies this area as "focused" visual 
which requires additional tl~ought and planning with regard to the visual outcome of the harvest. 
Approximately 200' of scenic buffer will be left from the bank of the Nehalem River to the edge 
of the harvest unit. In addition, green tree retention areas aud wildlife trees will be strategically 
placed to minimize visual impacts, 

A "moderate" risk is defined in the EMP as an area that has the'potential to deliver but 
likelihood is low". It is stated that durhg sale layout, these sites will be evaluated and the 
geotecluiical specialist will be consu~ltecl. It is also defines the risk in question as being the 
likelihood that the delivery of soil into an aquatic system \vould occur if the slope were to fail. 
During sale layout, any areas within the unit found to have evidence of a past landslide or the 
potential for one, the geotechnical specialist will be consulted. All Oregon Forest Practice Act 
and FMP stream protection rules will be followed for the protection of the Nehalein River. 

The District Forester is expected to approve the Astoria District 2009 Annual Operations Plans 
by June 2008. 

~pproved annual operations plans wvill be posted on the department's web site at 
httu://egov.oreaon.~ov/ODFISTATE FORESTSIAnnoal Onerations Plans.shtinl. Your 
colnments and our responses will also be posted on the website. If this causes you any concern, 
please contact me immediately. Members of the public may visit district offices to see approved 
plans and changes, or request to have copies sent to them. 

( i 
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