








      Pacific Rainforest Wildlife Guardians 

 
Clatsop County 
RAPID REWARDS - 
 
AREA 4 - concerns me and it should be changed to a suspension thin.  It is steep and above 
the Nehalem River which has drastic pollution and threatened salmon problems already.  
The Nehalem is temperature impaired.  There is a stark lack of native vegetation thought 
most of the valley.  The steep slope is valuable if shaded by a light thin that does not 
contribute additional herbicide or silt runoff into the river.  The protection of the micro-
climate is crucial in keeping ambient air temperatures from increased excess.  The sub soils 
are highly silty and prone to sliding.  Please do not allow cutting machines or clearcuts above 
the Nehalem.  Area 4 is also visually sensitive from State Highway 202.   
 
Area 2 that includes the steep portion as well. There are not enough standing snags or 
downed wood for the ecosystem of Northern Spotted Owls.  This could be prime feeding 
habitat if enough vision and sensitivity is put into the design. Spotted owls have an advantage 
over Barred Owls by preferring steep slopes, and previous use of the area should be kept in 
mind in the design.  Such diversity of vegetation must be maintained and enhanced by 
avoiding ground disturbance and need for herbicide from clear-cutting.  This region is 
highly important to the recovery and maintenance of all wild life forms, having been abused 
my over-logging in the greater area. 
 
A 35 density thin with small patch cuts would be more suitable at Rapid Rewards.  Deep 
seated landslide formations should never be clear-cut.  They often lack enough quality top 
soil as it is for high quality tree production.  Such places a should grow alder among conifers 
to maximize top soil development, soil-loss prevention and increase the size of standing 
timber with full winter sun when alder leaves blanket the ground preventing erosion. 
 
As is, this sale posses unacceptable risk of herbicide, heat and silt pollution to threatened 
Coho Salmon of the Nehalem River and tributaries and must be changed to eliminate the 
threat of take to listed fish and to enhance the future of spotted owls. This sale holds the 
prospect of a thoughtful and creative timber sale that could be beneficial with careful  
changes. It must be changed, however, to prevent take of Coastal Coho and to provide 
feeding habitat for spotted owls.  Benefits of careful ecological enhancement would be 
greater timber production while leaving a smaller footprint.  It could be a shining example of 
diverse forest and  soil development that protects air, soil, water and wildlife for all 
Oregonians throughout the future by more snags, downed wood, trees and adjustment.  
 
                                                   Sincerely,   
     M.D. 
 








