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Figure 5:  Sudden Oak Death Quarantine Area and infested sites as of July 1, 2008  
(most have been treated as part of eradication program) 

The southern edge of the quarantine zone is 1/2 mile north of the California border. White circles depict 2007 infestations that 
occurred outside of the 2007 quarantine zone. 
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Laminated root rot, caused by the native fungus Phellinus weirii, is one of the most 
damaging diseases of Pacific Northwest conifers. It is particularly damaging to 
Douglas-fir in western Oregon, where three to five percent of the Douglas-fir forest 
type is infested. Occurrence is highest in northwest Oregon, where approximately 
ten percent of the Douglas-fir forest is infested. 
 
The pathogen decays tree roots and either kills trees directly or causes them to fall 
over while green. The disease is highly contagious, spreading from tree to tree 
across root contacts. This results in expanding disease patches that create openings 
in the stand where trees have died and fallen over. Although the openings can be 
beneficial for plant species diversity, stand structural diversity, and wildlife habitat, 
they also can account for much loss of timber volume. 
  
In the Northwest Oregon Area root disease management strategies balance the 
needs for wildlife habitat and maintaining good site productivity. Each year 
approximately 1,500 acres are surveyed for root disease and GIS maps are created 
showing the size and location of disease patches. A disease management plan is 
developed based on the number and distribution of these patches as well as the 
specific management objectives for the stand.  
 
Disease management emphasizes changing stand composition to favor tree species 

Laminated Root Rot 

Quarantine (APHIS-PPQ) regulations prohibit the interstate movement of any 
listed host plants and associated articles from quarantined areas. Some foreign 
countries have adopted regulations that affect specific counties or the entire state. 
Current federal regulations restrict interstate movement of all parts tanoak and 
other host plants. Douglas-fir is a special case in which foliage is restricted (includes 
seedlings, branches, and Christmas trees) but logs are not. The rationale is that only 
Douglas-fir foliage has been shown to be infected by P. ramorum, thus the risk of 
spreading disease on logs in minimal. Some other countries, however, have applied 
quarantines to any part of Douglas-fir, including logs. If P. ramorum spreads to 
other areas of the state, regulations will change and likely will affect trade and 
transportation of Douglas-fir logs and other forest products.  
 
Nursery seedlings, Christmas trees, and boughs all are subject to federal and state 
regulations. To date the impact of regulations on trade in these products has been 
minor because the regulated area in Oregon is limited to the 160 square mile area 
near Brookings. In anticipation of possible changing regulations, the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture (ODA) and various stakeholders have developed P. 
ramorum certification rules for Christmas trees and greenery. These rules are 
designed to facilitate marketing of these products while minimizing the risk of 
spread of P. ramorum. The rules involve voluntary compliance agreements based 
on inspection, testing, and certification of sources of host plant material as being 
free of P. ramorum. Laboratory testing is done by the ODA and billed to the 
landowner. 
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that are resistant (cedar, white pine), tolerant (western hemlock, noble fir), or 
immune (red alder) to laminated root rot. Most often this is done following a 
regeneration harvest. If a treatment is deemed necessary during thinning, all host 
trees within disease patches plus a surrounding buffer of healthy-appearing trees 
are cut to prevent further expansion of the disease. If the patches are large enough, 
they are planted with tree species that are resistant or immune to laminated root 
rot. The resulting stands are structurally and compositionally diverse while 
maintaining good tree growth and site utilization.  
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The Tillamook Forest Center continues to be a popular attraction for Oregonians as 
well as for many out-of-state visitors. Since opening in April of 2006, and 
continuing through June of 2008, the Center has hosted nearly 120,000 visitors. 
Center visitors come from all 50 states and from many international points of 
origin. Visitors are continually impressed with the Center and their experiences in 
the Tillamook State Forest. They frequently express their amazement with the story 
of the Tillamook Burn and with the legacy of the reforestation project that resulted 
in the hand-planting of 72 million seedlings and the aerial dispersal of over one 
billion seeds – the largest reforestation project in U. S. History. As visitors explore 
the Center, they also have opportunity to consider the forest of today and are 
encouraged to think about the many ways that forests are important in our lives, 
including the social, economic and environmental values. 
 
Visitors to the Center have a wide range of experiences related to the Tillamook 
State Forest. Some have a long-time personal association with the forest and they 
often share with Center staff their memories of the great fires or of tree planting. 
Other visitors are new to the forest and share their amazement at the beauty of the 
forest, its mountains and its rivers. For all visitors, the Center is a gathering place 
from which to venture out and to begin to discover more about this beautiful coast 
range forest. 
 

The Center’s Education Program has continued to evolve and grow within the last 
year. The staff was busy with programs, natural resource festivals and fairs, career 
programs and other special events. Between July 2007 and June 2008, the team 
presented programs for a grand total of 5,778 school children from preschool 
through twelfth grades. Of this total number of students, our forest-based field trip 
programs served nearly 3,000 students and over 700 adults who accompanied them. 
The Center’s exhibit hall and trails accommodated an additional 2,318 students and 
563 adults on self-guided field trips.  
 
This was the first year for the James E. Brown Forest Education grant. The Center 
was proud to host both recipients and help them accomplish their learning goals.  
 
The program staff offered a Project Learning Tree workshop for 20 teachers in 
April and hosted 40 Temperate Forest Foundation teachers in June.  
 
In partnership with the Oregon Forest Resources Institute, the Center hosted 11 
teachers for a special workshop in July and also hosted a second year of the Forest 

Tillamook Forest Center Summary 

Education Programs 
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Summit that served approximately 60 teachers.  
 
Each year, the Oregon Department of Forestry hosts a teacher for six weeks during 
the summer break. Our guest teacher worked with the fire protection unit to 
develop a public outreach campaign on safe debris burning and also helped write a 
fire prevention curriculum for K-2nd grades.  
 
The summer of 2007 saw the Center’s first day camp for 6th and 7th grade students. 
Campers received approximately 40 hours of forest education during the week-long 
day camp session that included one overnight stay. The intent of the camp is to 
provide a mix of forest recreation activities and forestry learning experiences. These 
experiences were aimed at helping 
participants better understand the 
management, ecology, and history of 
the Tillamook State Forest and learn 
about responsible recreation practices 
on the forest.  
  
A special honor came this year to our 
education program coordinator, 
Kristin Babbs, who received the Mary 
Rellergert Forestry Education Award. 
This annual award recognizes 
excellence in forestry education. The 
Department of Forestry is proud of 
Kristin and all our staff for their 
excellent work sharing the story of the 
Tillamook State Forest with all who 
come to the Center. 
 

The Tillamook Forest Center Interpretive Program delivered over 300 programs to 
the public this year, with over 4,400 participants. Program offerings varied from 
guided walks and talks to trail hikes and special events.  
 
Staff members at the center take pride in connecting people with the forest through 
our programs. Scheduled programs spanned a broad range of forest-related topics. 
All programs include the objective to tie the theme back to the sustainable 
management of the forest. We also strive to highlight the history of how the county 
lands were transferred to the Department of Forestry and the importance of 
revenue generated for the counties. 
 
The Center also hosted a series of special events that were well-received by visitors. 
Esther Stutzman, a storyteller of Kalapuyan descent, brought her program of 
Kalapuyan Indian stories to share with Center visitors and also displayed a 

Interpretive Program 
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beautiful, full-sized Kalapuyan-style 
long canoe.  
 
Two art showings included a Hugh 
Hayes retrospective of hundreds of 
works by the retired Salem artist, best 
known for his whimsical fire 
prevention characters and caricature 
maps. The Center also hosted a 
wonderful showing of student art from 
the Forest Grove High School art class. 
The students visited the Center to begin 
their project with sketches inspired by 
the river and forest. 
 
A new guest presenter series was 

offered with speakers from within the Department, as well as a presentation on 
global climate change by Secretary of State, Bill Bradbury. 
 
Program evaluations left by visitors point toward a high satisfaction with the Center 
and its program offerings. Center staff continues to look for new opportunities to 
meet the needs of visitors while we tell the important stories that bring 
understanding of the forest and its management.  
 

Through this year, the Tillamook Forest Center was honored with several special 
awards. Everyone involved with the planning, design and operation of the Center is 
proud of these awards. 
 
The Gene Leo Memorial Award was presented to the Oregon Department of 
Forestry’s Tillamook Forest Center Planning Team by the Travel Oregon & the 
Oregon Tourism Commission. The award recognizes outstanding achievement & 
effort connecting the public with Oregon’s natural resources, scenic beauty and 
outdoor recreation. 
 
The Oregon Heritage Excellence Award was presented to the Oregon Department 
of Forestry’s Tillamook Forest Center Planning Team by the Oregon Heritage 
Commission. This award recognizes the successful planning and development of 
the Tillamook Forest Center as a place for learning forest history and heritage. 
 
The Silver “Telly” Award (Top Honor Award) was presented to the Oregon 
Department of Forestry & North Shore Productions (producer) for the film Legacy 
of Fire. The award was presented through the National Telly Awards Competition. 
  
An Outstanding Interior Exhibitry Award (2nd Place) was presented to the 
Tillamook Forest Center Planning Team, Aldrich Pears (designers) and Design 

Awards 
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Craftsmen (exhibit fabricators) for outstanding exhibitry at the Tillamook Forest 
Center. This national award was presented by the National Association for 
Interpretation. 
 

This has been an exceptional year for the Tillamook Forest Center team and for the 
agency as a whole in supporting the evolving institution that is the Tillamook 
Forest Center. A remarkable amount of pioneering work has been done to 
transform the program and the building from concept to reality. Public feedback 
during this time has run very strong, with solid indications of positive learning and 
experience. 
 
Along the way, key course adjustments have been made to address staffing, 
operations, building and site maintenance, program delivery, marketing, food and 
gift shop operations, volunteer usage, and accomplishment reporting. Virtually 
every element of Center operations has undergone a level of adjustment and 
improvement during the past year. Evaluation and adjustments will continue to be 
made during the coming year. 
 
For more information, visit the center on the web at www.tillamookforestcenter.org 

Conclusions 
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The information in this section is intended to highlight significant projects or 
management efforts that are not specifically summarized or addressed in other 
sections of this report.  
 

The Tillamook and Forest Grove Districts manage the Tillamook State Forest under 
the Northwest Oregon State Forests Management Plan (NWFMP), adopted in 2001. 
 
Both Districts received extensive damage to roads and recreation trails from the 
December 2007 storm event. Forest Grove has identified $1.8 Million in damages to 
the roads and $250,000 in damages to campgrounds and trails that will be eligible 
for reimbursement through FEMA. Tillamook is still repairing damage from the 
November 2006 storm and has also identified $1.7 Million in damages to the roads 
that will be eligible for reimbursement through FEMA. The majority of the 2007 
storm damage repairs will be completed in FY 2009 & FY 2010. The Tillamook 
District also provided emergency assistance to Tillamook County by removing 
debris from several County roads resulting from the December 2007 storm event. 
 
Tillamook District continues to operate a fish trap on the Little North Fork Wilson 
River to monitor smolt and fry out migration. Fish traps on the upper and lower 
East Fork Trask River have been added to support a life cycle monitoring project in 
the drainage and the Intensively Monitored Watershed (IMW) project in the upper 
reaches of the basin. The lifecycle-monitoring project is a cooperative project with 
ODFW that includes counting adult fish migrating up river from September 
through May. The IWM is a multi-partner cooperative project that includes 
participation by ODF, Weyerhaeuser Company, Oregon State University, and the 
Tillamook Estuaries Partnership.  
 
The Forest Grove and Tillamook Districts completed the first year of survey, 
treatment and monitoring of Japanese knotweed on the upper Wilson River from 
Idiot Creek Road to the Footbridge Trailhead, approximately 10 miles, through a 
contract/partnership with the Tillamook Estuary Partnership (TEP). In addition, 
ODF ownership west of the Miami Foley County road was surveyed and treated by 
TEP. Japanese knotweed is a noxious weed that crowds out native species and is 
more aggressive than Scotch broom and Himalaya blackberry. The Forest Grove 
District also completed the 2nd year of surveying and treatment of the Low Divide 
Creek, Gales Creek, and N. Fk. Gales Creek drainages for Japanese knotweed, reed 
canarygrass, garlic mustard and Himalaya blackberry. Continued efforts are being 

State Forests Reports 

Tillamook State Forest —  
Tillamook and Forest Grove Districts 
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taken to keep Scotch broom at bay in the District, as concentrations along 
approximately 100 miles of roads were treated in 4 management basins in fiscal 
2008.  
 
The Tillamook District Recreation Program continued the administration of the 
Tillamook State Forest Law Enforcement Program, providing three full-time 
deputies and one additional deputy May through September. Fifty percent of the 
cost of the law enforcement program was provided through grants from the Oregon 
All Terrain Vehicle Allocation Funds. 
 
An Intergovernmental Agreement with Tillamook County to provide funds from 
timber sales in the Tillamook District’s portion of the Trask Basin to improve the 
Trask River County Road to address safety concerns has resulted in FY 2008 
payments in the amount of $67,477. The total payments to date are $912,044 with a 
total estimated cost of the improvements of $1.3 million.  
 
The Forest Grove District and Tillamook District continue to experience a high 
demand for special forest products. 223 Special Forest Products permits were sold 
generating $66,500 in revenue. Special Forest Products covered by those permits 
were predominately firewood, salal, moss, and mushrooms. Personal use firewood 
permits (1,024) were issued generating $10,240 in revenue. 
 
Surveys for threatened and endangered species continued on both Districts. There 
were no new owl sites established in 2008, and there were no changes in occupancy 
status (i.e., no upgrades from Resident Single to Pair and none of the sites went 
historic) to the five owl sites the district is currently protecting. One new Marbled 
Murrelet Management area will be created based on FY 2008 surveys. 
 
The districts continued stream-improvement projects by working cooperatively 
with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW). ODFW biologist Dave 
Plawman, whose position is funded by ODF through an interagency agreement, 
worked on large wood debris projects.  
 
The Forest Grove District Recreation Program made progress in many areas in 
FY’08. While the storms of December 2007 did cause significant damage to Gales 
Creek and Elk Creek Campgrounds, repairs were completed and both facilities 
opened to visitors before July 1st. The December storm also heavily damaged 
portions of the OHV and non-motorized trail systems. In FY’08, construction 
continued in the Reehers Camp area on a new 2 mile loop trail for hikers, 
equestrians, and mountain bikers. The Sicter Lars free-ride mountain bike trail was 
completed through a partnership with volunteers from the West Side Trail 
federation. The upgrade work on the off highway vehicle trails (OHV) Clydes Trail, 
Elliot Creek Trail, and Sidewinder Trail was completed under contract using an 
ATV fund grant award of $117,000. Work continued on the upgrade of Stagecoach 
Horse Camp. The Forest Grove District campgrounds generated $36,838.72 in 
revenue and hosted 8,706 visitors. 337 volunteers contributed 6214 hours to the 
district’s camp host, trail work, Adopt-a-Trail, and Trail Patrol programs.  
 



State Forester’s Annual CFTLC Report    November 2008  50  

 

The Astoria District manages the majority of the Clatsop State Forest with minor 
portions managed by the Forest Grove and Tillamook Districts. The Astoria 
District continues to implement the goals, objectives, and strategies of the 
Northwest Oregon State Forests Management Plan (FMP) adopted in 2001 and the 
District Implementation Plan, which was approved in March 2003, on 
approximately 137,000 acres. Board of Forestry Land accounts for slightly over 98 
percent of the ownership of the Forest; the remaining portion is Common School 
Forest Land. 

 
Timber harvesting operations 
including thinning, regeneration 
harvests, and patch cuts continued as 
the primary tools used to actively 
achieve stand structure targets set out 
in the Forest Management Plan. The 
volume planned for harvest in the 
FY08 Annual Operations Plan was 
67.1 MMBF with planned revenue of 
$18,194,198. When the sales were sold 
the timber harvest volumes yielded 
67.9 MMBF with a bid value of 
$15,539,653. Timber revenue 
distributed to Clatsop County during 
the fiscal year 2007 was approximately 
$16.8 million dollars. Revenue 
distributed to the county result from 
revenue received from all active sales 
during the fiscal year, this can include 
but is not limited to sales within the 
2008 Annual Operations Plan. 

 
In the past fiscal year, the District was able to complete all of the fieldwork and 
contract preparation for all planned Fiscal Year 2008 timber sales. In addition, 
salvage harvest operations were prepared and several sold towards the end of Fiscal 
Year 2008. During the first week of December 2007 an unusually powerful 
windstorm hit the western most portions of the district causing significant 
windthrow. This was the second consecutive winter that the District staff had to 
respond to an abnormal windthrow event. District staff did this by quickly 
preparing salvage sales within a very short time frame generating approximately 36 
MMBF of salvage harvest with planned approximate revenue of $3.3 million. This 
volume and value will supplement the District’s FY09 sale plan  
 
In response to the severe storm event that occurred in the first few days of 
December 2007, the Astoria District organized and systematically patrolled and 
assessed the status of the transportation system. There were several areas with heavy 

Clatsop State Forest — Astoria District 
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windthrown timber that blocked roads. There were other areas with slides, slumps, 
and stream channel scour which affected road stability.  
 
As soon as areas of damage were identified, repair projects were designed and 
grouped together for efficiencies. Loggers were hired to deck logs along roadsides to 
provide access to active operations and for assessment of previously inaccessible 
roads. 
 
FEMA was quickly dispatched and projects were reviewed and submitted for 
reimbursement. The Astoria District submitted $210,215 in storm related damage 
claims. FEMA reimbursed $157,661 of the claims, which is the standard 75 percent 
that FEMA covers. 
 
Most of the repair work was completed as projects on timber sales. Once the FEMA 
reimbursements have been received, the appropriate portions of the funds will be 
distributed to Clatsop County. 
 
The District continues to experience a high demand for special forest products. 
Fifty-five commercial permits were issued generating $16,550 of revenue. This is a 
12 percent increase from last year’s sales. Special forest products included moss, 
salal, vinemaple, and firewood. 
 
The Astoria District is continuing maintenance and operation of Henry Rierson 
Spruce Run Campground, Northrup Creek Horse Camp, Gnat Creek Campground 
and the Lost Lake user area.  
 
The District has continued its law enforcement agreement with the Clatsop County 
Sheriff’s Department. Their accomplishments contributed to safety of the public, 
identification of individuals illegally dumping trash, individuals abandoning 
vehicles, and checking vehicles and individuals for compliance with fire season 
restrictions and requirements. 
 
Surveys for threatened and endangered species continued on the district. No new 
activity centers were established for northern spotted owls (NSO) during the 2008 
survey season. The district has four protected NSO home ranges. Two new Marbled 
Murrelet Management Areas (MMMA) will be designated as a result of the 2008 
surveys. This yields a total of eleven MMMA’s on the District. 

 
The Santiam State Forest is managed by the North Cascade District. Management 
of the forest is consistent with the principles and strategies of the Northwest 
Oregon State Forest Management Plan (NWFMP) that was adopted in 2001. 
Recreation opportunities are developed and managed under the Santiam State 
Forest Recreation Management Plan that was adopted in September 2006. 
 
The North Cascade District is in the process of completing a land exchange plan for 

Santiam State Forest — North Cascade District 
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the Santiam State Forest. The goal of the plan is 
to block up the Santiam State Forest which will 
reduce management costs for the District. 
 
District personnel auctioned seven timber sales 
during FY08.. The volume from these sales 
totaled 11,006,000 board feet. Santiam State 
Forest timber sales received bids from 
perspective purchasers located in the Santiam 
Canyon, Eugene/Springfield, Molalla and 
Philomath. The unusual snow pack experienced 
by the District this year delayed the sale of 
several timber sales as well as extending the tree 
planting season well into May. Some areas of 
the District had drifts of snow present through 
August of 2008. The North Cascade District 
escaped the powerful wind storms experienced 
on the Coastal Districts. The damage was fairly 
minimal resulting in some salvage efforts. 
 

The agreement with Marion County to use Marion County 
Inmate crews for forest management and recreation 
projects continues to be a successful program. These crews 
were utilized for White pine pruning, campground and trail 
construction, campground maintenance, and cleaning-up 
litter and illegal dump sites. The new South Fork Crew 
dedicated to the North Cascade District was used for 
projects that required specialized skills and training/
experience. They were used to plant trees, add the finishing 
touches to the horse camp and construct bridges and other 
structures on non-motorized trails and campgrounds. 
 
During FY08 recreation staff taught over 2,200 students at 
multiple schools, libraries and youth organizations in 
Clackamas, Marion and Linn Counties. Key partnerships 
with organizations such as OFRI, Clackamas County 
Extension Services, Straub Environmental Learning Center 
and others allowed us to make best use of limited resources. 
Education programs took place both in the classroom and 
in the field. Topics varied ranging from tree science and 
wildlife habitat to careers in forestry and stewardship of 
public lands. Staff also worked with teachers to tailor 
programs for their individual needs. There is a significant 
demand for more programs however current resources 
prohibit expansion of the program.  

 
A diverse array of unique, scenic and geological resources such as high elevations 
lakes, 100 foot tall waterfalls and rare rock formations attracts visitors from across 
the region to the Santiam State Forest. Recreation management has focused on day-
use opportunities through the construction of staging areas, trailheads, trails and 

Tree planting unit as of April 9, 2008 

Wind damage from the 2007 winter gale 
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similar features. Several small campgrounds are spread throughout the forest. 
While the potential and demand for more camping opportunities is present, 
resources are not available for expansion. Other popular activities include camping, 
hunting, target shooting and fishing. During the summer season of 2007 an 
estimated 63,000 people visited managed recreation areas at the forest. This number 
does not include dispersed recreation outside of designated recreation areas. Off 
road vehicle use also increased at specific locations. There is one permanent 
recreation staff position, the recreation coordinator, at Santiam. A part time 
recreation specialist was funded through a grant in 2007/2008 and a summer intern 
is hired seasonally. 

 
The Klamath-Lake District manages 6,403 acres of Common School Forest Lands 
and 26,862 acres of Board of Forestry lands. The largest block of this land is 21,317 
acres in the Sun Pass State Forest. These lands are managed under the Eastern 
Region Long Range FMP, adopted in 1995. 
 
During FY06 the district issued a five-year Special Use Permit to the Klamath 
Outdoor Science School (KOSS) to develop and operate an outdoor science school 
in Sun Pass State Forest. KOSS intends to provide community outdoor science 
education that highlights the unique features of the Upper Klamath Basin, serving 
primarily the youth of the region. Forest Ecology and Management is a required 
module for all attendees, as is an introduction to the Oregon Department of 
Forestry and Sun Pass State Forest. In FY08, KOSS continued to provide successful 
outdoor science camps. KOSS was also successful in acquiring several large grants. 
These grants will enable significant infrastructure additions over the next year, with 
power and water being brought to the site in October of 2009. 
 
The District has been working in cooperation with Crater Lake National Park and 
Rogue River Ranch on bull trout restoration in Sun Creek. Crater Lake National 
Park has been working on protection of federally threatened bull trout in Sun Creek 
for 14 years. A Recovery Plan for bull trout in the Klamath Basin identified a two 
phase recovery strategy: phase I - secure headwater populations, and phase II – 
expand distribution downstream and provide connectivity between populations to 
reduce the risk of extinction from a catastrophic event such as fire or flooding, or 
from genetic isolation. The present bull trout population is resident in nature, living 
their entire life history in the headwater section within the National Park. A 
migratory component of the population presumably once occurred, where juvenile 
bull trout moved downstream into the Wood River or Agency Lake, grew to a large 
size, and returned to headwater tributaries to spawn. The Sun Creek bull trout are 
expanding in number and distribution within the Park due to recent restoration 
efforts and some will likely be moving downstream onto Sun Pass State Forest land 
in the near future. At present, bull trout are not likely to persist downstream due to 
the presence of introduced brook trout and unscreened water diversions for 
agriculture.  
 

Sun Pass State Forest — Klamath-Lake District 
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In FY 2007, ODF awarded a contract to develop alternatives for reconnecting Sun 
Creek with the Wood River, improve the efficiency/effectiveness of the adjacent 
landowner’s irrigation system, screen fish out of the irrigation system, and prevent 
non-native fish from reentering the system in order to recover bull trout in Sun 
Creek. FY2008 saw the completion of this first step. Water rights and landowner 
concerns need to be addressed prior to picking a preferred alternative. Once this is 
completed, the cooperators will be able to select the preferred alternative, and the 
contractor will complete the design and cost estimates on this alternative. 

 
The Coos District includes Coos, Curry and western Douglas counties on the 
southern Oregon coast and contains about 87,934 acres of Common School Forest 
Land, and 9,088 acres of Board of Forestry Lands. The largest block of this land is 
93,282 acres in the Elliott State Forest located southeast of Reedsport. 
 
Forest Management and Habitat Conservation Plans 
Planning for revision of the Elliott State Forest Management Plan (FMP) and the 
Elliott Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) continued in FY 2008. The planning team 
consists of a policy steering committee, which includes representation from ODF, 
Department of State Lands, Department of Justice, Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (ODFW), Coos County Commission, South Coast Education Service 
District, and a core team comprised of technical specialists from ODF and ODFW. 
 
The final draft of the FMP was completed by the planning team and made available 
for review and comment at public meetings in September 2005. In January and 
February 2006, the BOF and SLB approved continued development of the HCP 
consistent with the strategies in the draft FMP. 
 
The draft HCP was completed in 2007 and an EIS contractor worked with ODF and 
the federal services to complete the public review draft EIS. The draft EIS went out 
for a 90-day public review in August of 2008. The HCP strategies have been 
developed to minimize and mitigate the effects of authorized incidental take 
associated with forest management. The revised Elliott HCP includes the northern 
spotted owl, marbled murrelet, Coho salmon and 15 other species at risk for listing 
that are known to, or could, inhabit the Elliott State Forest. 
 
The anticipated date for the federal decision on Incidental Take Permit (ITP) 
issuance is the fall of 2009, after completion of the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) process. The current timeline for requesting SLB and BOF approval of 
the revised FMP and HCP is late 2009, after the federal decision. 
 
Marbled Murrelet Protocol Surveys 
In 2007, 433 surveys were completed at 267 stations representing 50 survey sites on 
the Elliott State Forest. These 50 sites represented 17 planned timber sales. 
Detections of marbled murrelets were recorded during 59 surveys at 16 different 
sites with 6 surveys recording sub-canopy behavior. Of the surveys with significant, 

Elliott State Forest — Coos District 
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sub-canopy detections, all were associated with 
protocol surveys of four planned sales.  
 
Sub-canopy detection and presence detections of 
marbled murrelets resulted in the creation of two 
new Marbled Murrelet Management Areas 
(MMMA’s) totaling 128 acres (see table below).  
 
Four sale units were released for sale preparation 
after no significant detections were observed 
within the sale area during protocol surveys. The 2007 surveys began in May and 
ended August 1. 
 
Marbled Murrelet Tree Climbing Surveys 
Tree climbing surveys were conducted in February on a small number of potential 
murrelet habitat trees within the Young Marlow timber sale. With the two small 
patches of potential habitat trees, it was determined to be more feasible to climb 
each tree and look for evidence of murrelet nesting than it would be to conduct two 
years of protocol surveys. Nearly 30 trees were climbed and no evidence of nesting 
was located. The sale was released for sale preparation 
 
Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds 
The following activities were accomplished during the 2008 fiscal year under the 
Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds: 
• There were four sales completed during the reporting period where additional 

trees were retained along stream buffers under ODF Harvest Measure 62 for 
the Oregon Plan. One of these sales included large wood placement as part of 
the timber sale and another sale included road decommissioning and removal 
of six culverts. 

• The Coos District cooperated with the Coos Watershed Association (CWA) to 
complete several large in-stream wood placement projects in the West Fork 
Millicoma River, Elk Creek and Footlog Creek using whole trees that blew 
down during the winter storms of early 2007. The District also cooperated with 
CWA to conduct road improvement/upgrade projects on the 7600 and 3000 
roads. 

• Coos District continues to have voting board members on the Coos Watershed 
Association and the Tenmile Lakes Basin Partnership.  

Marbled Murrelet Management Areas Created 
in FY 2008  

MMMA Name Sale Name Acres 

Millicoma Connect Lower Deer 34 
East Marlow Marlow Bottom 94 
Total   128 
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Board of Forestry Acres 

Table 19:  Acres Summary 

County State Forest 

Benton 8,194 
Clackamas 7,266 
Clatsop 147,012 
Columbia 6,459 
Coos 7,220 
Douglas 8,625 
Josephine 2,482 
Klamath 26,912 
Lane 24,734 
Lincoln 15,488 
Linn 21,357 
Marion 18,329 
Polk 6,122 
Tillamook 310,624 
Washington 46,886 
Grand Total 657,710 
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The Forest Trust Land Advisory Committee (FTLAC) is a legally mandated 
committee of county commissioners representing counties that in the past deeded 
forestlands to the state. In 1987, the Oregon Legislature established the FTLAC. The 
committee advises the governing Board of Forestry (BOF) on matters where 
counties may have a responsibility related to forestland managed by ODF. 
 
Revenue generated from management activities on these lands is used primarily for 
local schools, and also helps fund county government and local taxing districts. 
Planning and policy decisions made by the BOF and ODF can affect the revenue 
levels received by the counties with forest trust lands managed by ODF. 
 
FTLAC is made up of seven members that represent the 15 counties that have state 
forest land within their county boundaries. Counties with forest trust lands include 
Benton, Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, Coos, Douglas, Josephine, Klamath, Lane, 
Lincoln, Linn, Marion, Polk, Tillamook and Washington. 
 
During FY2008, the FTLAC held meetings in July and October 2007, and February, 
April and June 2008. Following are brief summaries of the issues discussed at each 
FTLAC meeting. 
 
July 2007 – Jim Paul provided information on the Forest Management Plans (FMP) 
Options for the Board of Forestry. The department is looking at new ways to adapt 
the management plans. The Board has directed the department to examine how 
changes might impact performance measures. Dave Lorenz, who coordinates the 
options development group, provided an update on the group’s work, including 
factors that are limiting the districts. The group will integrate previously done 
species-of-concern work. Jim Paul provided a summary of the program’s budget. 
The program received its Policy Option Package (POP) request of 11 permanent 
positions to replace 21 limited duration positions, and also added was a budget 
limitation for some capital improvement projects. There was a discussion regarding 
the “Agreement for Use of Forest Development Funds” document and the language 
changes made to the proposed amendments to SB994. Barbara Lee led a discussion 
on recreation, based on a second-party assessment the program sought for its 
recreation program. Tim Josi distributed the 2006 Customer Service Performance 
Measure Survey and the 2006 Customer Service Satisfaction Survey for the 
committee to fill out. 
 
 

Forest Trust Land  
Advisory Committee 

Year-End Summary 
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October 2007 – Information was presented on the Board of Forestry November 
agenda item dealing with performance measures.. There was a brief discussion on a 
way to mesh the carbon credit issue into state forest business. Ron Zilli provided a 
description of the emphasis zone option in the Options for Enhancing the 
Performance of the Northwest and Southwest Forest Management Plans document. 
The department will not make a recommendation to the Board, but if the Board is 
close to agreement on one of these targets, help will be provided to reach an 
agreement by re-framing the alternatives. Information was provided regarding the 
Northwest Oregon Area organizations changes. Kevin Birch discussed the three 
alternatives for revisions to the BLM Western Oregon Plan. Alternative two was the 
preferred alternative. An update was provided on HB5024-A, the status of what has 
been done and how the department is going to make sure that everything in the bill 
is applied fair and equitably. Ty Williams also provided an update on the State 
Forests Revenue Projection process. An outside firm was hired to do an audit on 
how projections are done; several recommendations from the report have been 
implemented in the projection tool. The next step is to work on the tool and get 
consistency among districts. There were discussions regarding bridges in the forests 
and timber sales that have purchase credits going out to roads not being used on a 
frequent basis. 
 
February 2008 –Clark Seely gave a presentation on the Department’s 2009-2011 
Revenue Outlook. This presentation included information on the appreciation/
depreciation of home values and the effects on the timber and wood products 
markets. Mike Bordelon provided information on the 2007 storm damage. There 
was extensive damage to parts of the region. Ed DeBlander gave an update on the 
revenue distribution project and discussed the revenue projection tool. A 
workgroup has been put together to review the current tools and to design a tool for 
all districts to use. Ross Holloway provided information about the Recreation 
Assessment Projects. Department staff is sorting through the findings of the 
second-party assessment to figure out what the agency needs to do to make 
improvements to the program. 
 
April 2008 – There was an update provided to the group on some changes to the 
State Forests Program staff. Jim Paul will be moving into the position as the 
Division Chief for the Private Forests Program and Nancy Hirsch will be taking 
over the duties as Division Chief for the State Forests Program. The recruitment for 
a new Deputy Chief for the State Forests Program has closed and plans call for 
having someone in the position by the end of May. Information was provided 
regarding the possibility of the state acquiring some new state forests lands. 
Discussions focused on where the funding would come from; if the land is 
purchased by FDF funds, would they be part of the Forest Trust Land Counties? 
Updates will be provided at future meetings. There was an overview and update of 
Swiss Needle Cast disease. The Research & Monitoring Annual Report that will be 
given to the Board at their April 29, 2008 meeting was presented to the committee. 
Staff provided an update on LiDar and how it is being used. Forestry is working 
closely with other agencies to ensure that the LiDar duplication is avoided and that 
agencies take advantage of what others have done. Ron Zilli provided an update on 
the Clatsop and Tillamook Management Strategies Development and discussed the 
Stand Level Inventory imputation and what it means. Copies of the agenda item 
that will be given to the Board in April were distributed. He also discussed the 
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timeline for the strategies project. An update was provided on the effort for 
improving the revenue projection tool, with a different looking projection expected 
in July. Nancy Hirsch provided an update on the State Forests Program Policy 
Option Package. 
 
June 2008 – Mike Cafferata introduced himself as the new Deputy Chief for the 
State Forests Program and briefly told a little about his background and experience 
with the Department. There was an update on recreation action planning, with 
Doug Decker explaining how the planning is in response to the second-party 
recreation assessment. The economic impact of recreation on the counties was 
discussed, as was how staff time is being paid for. There were also discussions about 
how the Department and the State Parks Department work together in developing 
the recreation plan and in managing the recreation program. The results of the 
2009 Annual Operation Plan public comment period and agency responses were 
discussed along with the Clatsop and Tillamook Strategies and achievement of the 
Board performance measures. Rosemary Mannix led a discussion on the Board’s 
decision making and performance measure review framework. An update was 
provided on the 2009-2011 budget process, and the effects of the current economy 
were discussed. It was mentioned that in our budget preparation this year the 
department is looking at reductions to its base budget. Ted Lorensen discussed the 
legislative concepts, one being the possible acquisition of land in Central Oregon. 
We are still looking at this possibility and are exploring a number of funding 
opportunities. The State Forests Program Option Packages were discussed. One 
package goes along with the acquisition of the land. If we do proceed, we may need 
a position to manage the land. The other package is to add some new positions if we 
increase harvest levels. The department’s 2009-2011 budget request was discussed 
along with the process and timeline for approval. 
 
FTLAC members: 

Tim Josi, Chair 
Tillamook County Commissioner 
  

John Griffith 
Coos County Commissioner 

Sam Patrick, Vice-Chair 
Clatsop County Commissioner 
  

Mike Propes 
Polk County Commissioner 

Anthony Hyde 
Columbia County Commissioner 
  

Patricia Roberts 
Clatsop County Commissioner 

Chuck Hurliman 
Tillamook County Commissioner 
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