











placement as part of the timber sale and another sale included road
decomissioning and removal of six culverts.

e The Coos District cooperated
with the Coos Watershed
Association (CWA) to
complete several large in-
stream wood placement
projects in the West Fork
Millicoma River, Elk Creek
and Footlog Creek using
whole trees that blew down
during the winter storms of
early 2007. The District also
cooperated with CWA to
conduct road improvement/
upgrade projects on the 7600
and 3000 roads.

e Coos District continues to
have voting board members
on the Coos Watershed
Association and the Tenmile

Lakes Basin Partnership Wind storm blown down trees placed into Footlog Creek.
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Wind storm blown down trees placed into the upper
West Fork Millicoma River.
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Contractor climbing a large hemlock looking for
murrelet nests.
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Rope climbing a large Douglas-fir to look for
murrelet nests.
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NW and SW Oregon State Forests

The lands managed under the Northwest Oregon and Southwest Oregon State Forest
Management plans include about 26,000 acres of Common School Forest Land,
which represents about three percent of the total state forest land managed under the
northwest and southwest Oregon state forest plans.

Northwest Oregon Forest Management Plan and District Implementation Plans
District Implementation Plans are an important tool for describing the
management approaches and activities each district will pursue in order to carry
out the Northwest Oregon and Southwest Oregon State Forests Management Plans.
The districts that are operating under an Implementation Plan include: Astoria,
Forest Grove, Tillamook, North Cascade, West Oregon, Western Lane, and
Southwest Oregon Districts. The initial implementation plans were approved by the
State Forester in March of 2003, and are for the 10-year period from July 1, 2001
through June 30, 2011.

The Implementation Plans are developed with a ten-year outlook, but are subject to
revisions as needed, or at least every ten years. A workgroup is developing strategies
designed to achieve Board of Forestry performance measure targets for the Clatsop
and Tillamook State Forests. The workgroup is examining strategies to achieve
three quantitative and six qualitative performance measure targets on these forests.
These efforts may result in a decision to revise the Northwest Oregon Forest
Management Plan and to revise implementation plans prior to 2011. Plan revisions
meeting the ‘major’ modification threshold would trigger a public involvement
process (minimum 30-day comment period).

Public Involvement
The State Forests Program continues to proactively involve the public in the
successful implementation of its Northwest Forest Management Plan, recreation
plans, and activities. In addition to the public comment period on annual
operations plans, the Program uses a standing advisory committee, the Northwest
State Forests Advisory Committee (SFAC), which works with district staff on issues
associated with implementing the FMP. The
committee is comprised of members that are
representative of a diversity of interests. The
SFAC meets at least every quarter to engage
in ongoing discussions regarding operational
activities or issues. There are also additional
committees that advise district staff on
important recreation issues and activities.

Land Exchanges, Acquisitions and
Decertification

ODF is working collaboratively with DSL
across multiple districts updating land
acquisition and exchange plans and review of
parcels for decertification consistent with
their Asset Management Plan.
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Sun Pass State Forest—Klamath-Lake District

The Klamath-Lake District is comprised of 6,403 acres of Common School Forest
Lands and 26,862 acres of Board of Forestry lands. These lands are managed under
the Eastern Region Long Range Forest Management Plan, adopted in 1995.

Interpretive and Education Activities

During FYO06 the district issued a five-year Special Use Permit to the Klamath
Outdoor Science School (KOSS) to develop and operate an outdoor science school
in Sun Pass State Forest. KOSS provides community outdoor science education that
highlights the unique features of the Upper Klamath Basin, serving primarily the
youth of the region. Forest Ecology and Management is a required module for all
attendees, as is an introduction into the Oregon Department of Forestry and Sun
Pass State Forest. In FY08, KOSS continued to provide successful outdoor science
camps. KOSS was also successful in acquiring several large grants. These grants will
enable significant infrastructure additions over the next year, with power and water
being brought to the site in October of 2009.

Bull Trout Restoration

The District has begun to work in cooperation with Crater Lake National Park and
Rogue River Ranch on Bull Trout restoration in Sun Creek. Crater Lake National
Park has been working on protection of federally threatened bull trout in Sun Creek
for 14 years. A Recovery Plan for Bull Trout in the Klamath Basin identified a two
phase recovery strategy: phase I - secure headwater populations; and phase IT -
expand distribution downstream and provide connectivity between populations to
reduce the risk of extinction from a catastrophic event such as fire or flooding, or
from genetic isolation. The present bull trout population is resident in nature, living
their entire life history in the headwater section within the National Park. A
migratory component of the population presumably once occurred, where juvenile
bull trout moved downstream into the Wood River or Agency Lake, grew to a large
size, and returned to headwater tributaries to spawn. The Sun Creek bull trout are
expanding in number and distribution within the Park due to recent restoration
efforts and some will likely be moving downstream onto Sun Pass State Forest land
in the near future. At present, bull trout are not likely to persist downstream due to
the presence of introduced brook trout and unscreened water diversions for
agriculture.

In FY 2007, ODF awarded a contract to develop alternatives for reconnecting Sun
Creek with the Wood River, improve the efficiency/effectiveness of the adjacent
landowner’s irrigation system, screen fish out of the irrigation system, and prevent
non-native fish from reentering the system in order to recover bull trout in Sun
Creek. Once the cooperators select the preferred alternative, the contractor will
complete design and cost estimates on this alternative.

The two projects listed above occur on Board of Forestry lands and do not involve
any funding from the Common School Fund.

On Common School Forest Lands in the Yainax tract, the District continued
treatment of a musk thistle infestation. Hand spraying of 1,320 acres was conducted
in FYO08 at a total cost of $13,435. The need to continue this treatment will be
evaluated for 2009.

Common School Forest Lands Annual Report * FY 2008



Stand Level Inventory on all State Forests

The Stand Level Inventory (SLI) is a forest inventory developed by ODF. Field
measured sampling occurs in a carefully selected representative portion of all
stands. These inventory cruise stand results are used to extrapolate inventory
information in a supervised way to stands which do not have field-measured data.
This provides site-specific information on trees, downed wood and non-tree
vegetation (herbs-shrubs-grasses) in the cruised stands, statistically derived
information about all stands for forest modeling purposes, and the ability to
aggregate the information to report district and state-wide inventory totals for state
forestlands.

Statewide, as of the end of June 2008, there are 13,343 SLI stands, 4,910 of which
(36.8 percent) have field-based measurements. Stands are delineated along
differences in general timber characteristics - boundaries are drawn to group
together areas with similar tree species, size and stocking. SLI boundaries often
coincide with administrative boundaries, but individual stands may include more
than one land ownership category such as County Forest Trust Lands (CFTL) and
Common School Fund Lands (CSFL) lands. Inventory reporting specific to
ownership category is facilitated by integration of the SLI data with ownership
information from GIS. The table below shows the total number of stands by ODF
District, the number and percentage of stands with field-based measurements, the
number of stands having one or more acre of CFTL, and the number of stands
having one or more acre of CSFL.

Forest stands undergo continuous change over time, due to timber growth,
mortality and harvest. The long-term goal for SLI is to maintain at least 50 percent

Table 11: SLI status of all ownership classes as of June 2008

ODF District Total Stands Measured Stands CSFL Stands
Astoria 1,510 843 56%
Forest Grove 1,252 651 52%
Tillamook 5,753 644 11%
West Oregon 968 476 49%
North Cascade 755 358 47%
Western Lane 371 206 56%
Southwest Oregon 294 172 59%
Coos 2,139 1,343 63%
Klamath-Lake 301 217 72%
Totals 13,301 6,459 2,845
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of all stands with recent (with respect to change factors) field measured cruise
information. ODF conducts annual inventory cruising projects in order to acquire
and maintain the needed measurements. The priority in current and near-future
projects is focused upon bringing the measured stand percentage in Tillamook up
as quickly as possible, while simultaneously maintaining at least 50 percent in other
Districts and providing all Districts with measured stand information in stands they
identify as the subject of specific operations planning and decision-making.
During the period from July 2007 through June 2008, 243 newly measured stands
(about 1.8 percent of all stands) were completed as part of the latest annual project.
Unusually heavy and long lasting snowpack at lower elevations during January
through April 2008 interfered with the completion of planned contract SLI work in
approximately 120 stands that otherwise would have been done during the year.
The stands involved are being done in FY 2009, but the overall number of stands to
measure in 2009 will not commensurately increase.

Districts and Program staff have done work to improve SLI measured to non-
measured stand sample assignment methods used by the Districts. A transition is
underway from the previously used strata-based assignment approach to what’s
known as “like-neighbor” assignment, or “imputation”. Imputation offers the
advantage of reducing estimation errors for non-measured stands by eliminating
the effects of within-strata variation. As of the end of June 2008 the following State
Forests Districts have SLI data based upon the imputation approach: Forest Grove,
Tillamook, Southwest Oregon and Western Lane. The remaining Districts are

Table 12: Timber Inventory Estimate for State Forests Common School Fund Lands, June 30, 2008

Total Net Scribner Board Foot Volumes (MBF) Average
S Net?
District Douglas- MBF/
Acres fi Cedar TrueFir Hemlock Pine Spruce Alder Other Total Acre
i

Astoria 1,942 22,788 291 149 9,971 0 2,287 4,588 248 40,322 20.8
Coos 85,861 2,104,389 15954 1,103 209,725 235 11,027 109,004 56,540 2,507,977  29.2
Forest Grove 591 6,793 46 213 116 0 0 562 129 7,859 13.3
Klamath- 6,816 54 413 11,647 0 19,292 0 0 66 31,472 4.6
North 1,014 22,671 133 41 1,329 0 0 1,393 916 26,483  26.1
Cascade & > ? ’ ’ .
g‘,’e“;';‘,""es‘ 7925 79,876 2,666 5,101 392 7,337 0 64 9,616 105,052  13.3
Tillamook 4,934 50,132 1,204 248 34,182 0 12,334 15,947 603 114,650 232
‘f;ff:e'“ 1,774 37,320 574 757 2,786 0 0 763 1,558 43,758 247
West
Orogon 7867 139,196 1,116 3 9,426 8 908 20,312 4612 175581  22.3
Totals 118,724 2,463,219 22,397 19,262 267,927 26,872 26,556 152,633 74,288 3,053,154  25.7

! Net Acres are total acres minus acres of roads.
Source: ODF Stand Level Inventory, June 30, 2008
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working on imputation for their respective SLI data, however the data for this
report period are based on the strata-based approach for these Districts.

Table 12 shows the SLI-based estimate of merchantable net board foot volume by
species for CSFL lands as of June 30, 2008. The acres information is net of area in
roads - other non-forested acres are not removed, but the volume estimate does
reflect the effect of low or non-stocked acres outside of roads.
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Flppemﬁ'x A

Table A-1: Common School Lands Managed

Source: Pcate Acres.mdb 6/27/2008

The Eight Dollar Mountain parcel of land in Josephine County in the Southwest
Oregon District, totaling 654 acres, was decertified for sale to the Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department.

by ODF by County
COUNTY CSFL
g BENTON 723

:©  cLAcKAmAS 113
CLATSOP 2,060
g COLUMBIA 80

! coos 54,241
CURRY 2,597
g DOUGLAS 34,566
: JACKSON 2,062
§ JOSEPHINE 4,167
KLAMATH 6,827
LANE 1,762
LINCOLN 5,612
§ LINN 90
MARION 720
POLK 1,690
g TILLAMOOK 5,584
§ WASHINGTON 250

g YAMHILL 80

g Grand Total 123,225
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