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Preface

This is a plan for special forests in northwestern Oregon and the Willamette Valley
owned by the State. The plan achieves “greatest permanent value” to the citizens of the
state, as defined in Oregon statute and administrative rule. Achieving “greatest permanent
value” means providing a full range of social, economic, and ecological benefits, and
achieving a balance between short-term and long-term economic returns.

This is a hopeful plan: It addresses people’s hopes for the future. Oregonians want their
forest resources protected for future generations. At the same time, they expect a full
range of economic, social, and environmental benefits today, as well as in the future. This
plan achieves that balance in a public and scientifically credible way. This plan was
developed with countless hours of public input, and several rigorous scientific and
technical reviews. As a result, the plan is based on sound interdisciplinary science, and
many people had a hand in shaping it.

This is a visionary plan: It envisions an idealized view of the future, without the
constraints of the current forest condition. The forest produces sustainable and
predictable forest products that generate jobs and revenues for the benefit of the state,
counties, and local taxing districts. The diversity of forest structures is enhanced over
time, providing for a broad range of social values important to Oregon citizens, including
recreation. The diverse forest structures produced contribute to the range of fish and
wildlife habitats necessary for all native species, and contribute to broad biodiversity.

This is a purposeful plan: It calls for active management across the landscape and over
time to achieve its goals. It relies on integrated management of forest resources to
produce a variety of values, and focuses on the compatibility of forest uses over time.

This is a flexible and adaptable plan: The plan calls for monitoring the response of the
forest to strategies outlined in the plan. These responses are then evaluated against the
goals of the plan, and the working hypotheses upon which the plan is built. The Board
and Department of Forestry will then adapt the new information into the plan
accordingly. The plan calls for major scientific, policy, and public reviews at least every
ten years to provide regular periodic checkpoints to rigorously examine the scientific
underpinnings, the policy environment, and the public’s view of the plan.

This is a sustainable plan: Because of the flexibility and adaptability described, this is a
sustainable plan that Oregonians can embrace and support for decades. This plan will
assure sustainable timber and revenue for the benefit of the Forest Trust Land Counties,
and will also provide for the sustainable forest ecosystems and healthy watersheds that
are important to Oregonians.
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The planning document that follows is organized into five main chapters. Chapter 1
describes the state forests and planning process, and tells a little about the history of these
lands to help the reader understand the forests today. Chapter 2 explains how the plan
was developed using input from technical specialists and the public. This chapter
contains information on forest resources, including forest products, watersheds, and
wildlife. Chapter 3 describes the values, vision and goals that set the direction of the plan,
and lists the working hypotheses that are the foundation for the strategic approach.

Chapter 4 is the heart of the plan, the concepts and strategies that will bring about the
forest envisioned by the goals and values. Chapter 5 describes how the plan will be
implemented in an adaptive management context. This chapter discusses district
implementation planning, annual operations plans, asset management, monitoring and
research, and continuing public involvement to shape the plan into the future.

The Department of Forestry is proud of the work and the vision that has created this new
forest plan. As the plan strategies are implemented and monitored, with ongoing input
from scientists and the public, thoughtful forest management will ensure predictable
timber and revenues for schools and local economies, diverse habitats for wildlife and
fish, and recreational opportunities. The Department encourages Oregonians to remain
involved in the plan’s implementation and development into the future.


