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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
November 4 - December 16, 2003 
Willamette Valley Green Industry 
Seminar Series, Silverton.  This 
seven week series covers a variety 
of topics of interest to green industry 
professionals.  Join us every Tues-
day afternoon at the Oregon Garden. 
More information is available online 
at www.pnwisa.org/calendar.html or 
by calling 503/874-8263. 
 
December 9-10, 2003.  High Desert 
Green Industry Conference, Bend.  
Sponsored by ODF, OSU Extension, 
and OLCA, this conference features 
educational sessions for the green 
industry professional and others.  
Email hdgic@bendcable.com for 
more information. 
 
December 12, 2003.  Oregon Com-
munity Trees Annual Meeting, 
Silverton.  Contact Katie Kause at 
kkause@odf.state.or.us or 541/447-
5658 for more information. 
 
April 5-12, 2004.  Oregon Arbor 
Week, Statewide.  Start planning 
now for your community’s Arbor 
Week events. 
 
June 4-5, 2004 
PNW Community Trees Confer-
ence, Portland.  Mark your calen-
dars now for June 4-5, 2004, the 
dates of the 7th Pacific Northwest 
Community Trees Conference in 
Portland.  This conference will be of 
interest to urban foresters, commu-
nity activists, and anyone interested 
in improving the quality of life in our 
cities. More information will be forth-
coming in future issues of this news-
letter. 
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From The Editors 
Another year has almost gone by.  The leaves have about fallen and the holiday 
season is right around the corner.  The ODF urban forestry staff would like to 
thank all our community contacts for their support during the past year.  We are 
here to serve you and help you make your cities more livable.  If you haven’t 
taken advantage of the services available from your Community Assistance For-
ester, give us a call today! 
 
Bud Breaking News 
 
2003 Community Tree Management Institute Graduates 
Ten Oregon municipal tree managers were among 25 individuals from Oregon, 
Washington, and Idaho to graduate from the 2003 Community Tree Manage-
ment (CTMI) course.  Congratulations to Cleo Slifer and Eugene Fabryka of the 
city of Gresham, Clyde Keebaugh of the city of Troutdale, John Bellon of the 
city of Klamath Falls, Troy Kreger and Matt Rivers of the city of Eugene, Robin 
DeZur and Ken Wofford of Willamalane Parks, Gwen Scott of the city of Med-
ford, and Dennis Capps of the city of Veneta. CTMI is a year-long, intensive ur-
ban forestry training for municipal employees who have tree related responsibili-
ties.  If someone from your city is interested in attending the next CTMI class in 
2005, contact your Community Assistance Forester for more details. 
 
2004 Community Forestry Assistance Grant Deadline 
Reminder, the deadline for submitting applications for ODF’s Community For-
estry Assistance (CFA) grants is December 1, 2003.  The CFA grants are 50/50 
matching grants designed to assist local communities, civic groups, and non-
profit organizations improve the quality of the state's urban and community for-
ests.  Grants are available in five different project categories: Community For-
estry Planning, UCF Program Development, UCF Education, Volunteer Pro-
jects, and Tree Inventories.  Applications are available from the ODF website at 
www.odf.state.or.us/uf or by sending an email to urbanforestry@odf.state.or.us 
 
Tree City USA Applications Due December 15 
Tree City USA applications for this year are due into the ODF urban forestry of-
fice by December 15, 2003.  Since 1976, more than three dozen Oregon cities 
have obtained status as Tree City USA communities.  Tree Cities receive signs 
and certificates recognizing their achievements at local ceremonies that take 
place each April during Oregon Arbor Week or on National Arbor Day.  Contact 
your Community Assistance Forester for additional details. 
 
2003 Oregon Urban and Community Forestry Awards 
Each year, Oregon Community Trees (OCT), Oregon’s non-profit urban forestry 
organization, joins with ODF in recognizing the accomplishments in the efforts 
to enhance and maintain Oregon’s community forests.  The Oregon Urban and 
Community Forestry Awards recognize individuals in three categories 
(Citizen, Lifetime Achievement, and Professional), groups (Business, Oregon’s 
Tree City of the year), and projects (Civic Organization, Development, Govern-
ment, Partnerships, Student/School). This is your chance to see the individuals 
or groups in your community recognized for their efforts.  Nomination forms are 
available on OCT’s website at www.oregoncommunitytrees.org, and the dead-
line for nominations is January 15, 2004.   
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Quotable Quotes 
 

“Leadership appears to be the art 
of getting others to want to do 
something that you are convinced 
should be done” 
                        --Vance Packard 

ODF Hosts Visitors on Urban Forestry Tours 
The ODF Urban Foresters recently hosted two tours of various urban forestry 
projects around the state.  In September, Mark Buscaino, the new Director of 
the USDA Forest Service’s Urban and Community Forestry Program in Wash-
ington DC toured the Portland metro area and Central Oregon cities to get a 
first hand look at urban forestry issues in the West.  In October, a review team 
from around the US spent a week looking at ODF’s urban forestry program and 
accomplishments, visiting various Portland metro, Willamette Valley, and Cen-
tral Oregon cities.  Thanks to all our community contacts who graciously gave 
their time to participate in these two tours. 
 
Resources You Can Use 
 
Oregon Community Trees Launches Community Forestry Sticker 
Oregon Community Trees, Oregon’s non-profit community forestry advocacy 
group, has commissioned a sticker that promotes the concept of urban forestry. 
“Our Urban Forest - It’s Where We Live” is a full color graphic designed to get 
people thinking about how important the trees around us are.  You can get a 
copy of the sticker from your Community Assistance Forester. 
 
National Tree Trust Grant Application Deadline is November 28, 2003 
The National Tree Trust has revamped it grant program to focus exclusively on 
"urban and community forestry" and "conservation-related" non-profit organiza-
tions.  The Seeds Program helps to strengthen the capacity of 501(c)(3) urban 
and community forestry organizations.   In 2004, the Seeds Program will pro-
vide grants ($5,000 to $10,000) to these organizations for day-to-day opera-
tions.  The Roots program supports 501(c)(3) U&CF and other 501 (c)(3) con-
servation-related organizations working to improve the health of their urban and 
community forest.  This program assists these organizations as they implement 
urban and community forestry projects.  In 2004, the Roots Program will pro-
vide grants ($5,000 to $25,000) for U&CF projects: education, involvement of 
underserved communities, tree planting and maintenance, community partner-
ships, community nursery, service learning.  See the NTT website to read the 
eligibility criteria (www.nationaltreetrust.org).   
 
Resources For After A Storm 
The National Arbor Day Foundation has great resources for those seeking infor-
mation on dealing with the tree issues caused in the aftermath of a storm. Their 
website at http://www.arborday.org/media/stormsectionf.html has all the details. 
 
 
Did You Know….? 
 
2004 Arbor Day National Poster Contest Materials Available! 
Over 70,000 fifth grade classrooms and home schools across America are ex-
pected to participate in the 2004 Arbor Day National Poster Contest!  Educators 
can receive a free 2004 Arbor Day National Poster Contest Activity Guide con-
taining lesson plans, student handouts, and contest rules through the World 
Forestry Center (503) 488-2100, or chenry@worldforestry.org.   The deadline 
for submitting posters is March 12, 2004. 
 
Your Story Is Waiting to Be Told! 
The UCF staff is always looking to highlight successful urban and community 
stories or projects.  We are often asked for success stories and feedback about 
our program for regional and national reports.  If you have something interest-
ing to share, send it to one of the staff and we might use it in an upcoming news 
release, newsletter story, or report. 
 

COMMUNITREELINK 
 
This newsletter is published bimonthly by the 
Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) Urban 
& Community Forestry Assistance Program in 
cooperation with the USDA Forest Service.  
The mission of ODF’s Urban and Community 
Forestry Assistance Program is to help Orego-
nians improve their quality of life by promoting 
community investment in our urban forests.   
 
This newsletter is available in electronic or 
printed format.  Subscriptions are free and 
available by contacting any of the ODF staff 
listed below.  USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff:  
Paul D. Ries (pries@odf.state.or.us) 
Katie Kause (kkause@odf.state.or.us) 
Kristin Ramstad (kramstad@odf.state.or.us)  
Oregon Department of Forestry  
2600 State St., Salem, OR 97310 
Phone: 503/945-7391, Fax: 503/945-7416  
webpage: www.odf.state.or.us/UF 

Urban Forestry By the Numbers: 
 

11% 
 

The improvement in the quality 
and longevity of pavement  

obtained by planting 20% more 
canopy cover over streets. 

 
From:   

USFS Center for Urban Forest  
Research,  Davis, California.  

Visit their website at  
http://cufr.ucdavis.edu/index.html  

 
Do you have an interesting number to 
share that reflects the value of trees 
to our cities?  Send it to the editors 
and you might see it in a future issue. 


