
CALENDAR OF COMMUNITY 

FORESTRY EVENTS 
 
 
April 6-12, 2008 
Arbor Week in Oregon 
Plan now to celebrate Arbor Week in 
your community.  Contact your Com-
munity Assistance Forester for ideas. 
 
April 11, 2008 
Oregon Heritage Tree Dedication 
Ceremony, Jacksonville 
The state Heritage Tree Committee 
will recognize four new members.  
Visit www.oregontic.com for details. 
 
May 4-7, 2008 
National Summit on Environ-
mental Stewardship For People, 
Parks and Public Lands, Portland 
The National Recreation and Parks 
Association is hosting a conference 
to discuss the importance of environ-
mental stewardship in cities. Visit 
www.nrpa.org/esummit for details. 
  
May 28-30, 2008 
National Conference on Urban 
Ecosystems Orlando, Florida 
Details at www.americanforests.org.  
 
June 5, 2008 
Urban Forestry: A Tool for     
Sustainable Communities, the 
Annual Oregon Urban Forestry 
Conference, Portland 
Sacramento CA City Councilor Ray 
Tretheway headlines a diverse group 
of speakers for the 8th annual state 
UCF conference, being held at the 
World Forestry Center.  The program 
includes the annual state urban for-
estry awards. Details and a registra-
tion form will be posted soon at 
www.oregoncommunitytrees.org 

Oregon’s Tree Cities At An All-Time High 

 The Tree City USA award, a national recognition program administered in 
Oregon by ODF, recognizes cities for maintaining urban forestry programs.  
For 2007, a record 49 Oregon cities were awarded Tree City USA status, in-
cluding first- time winners Gervais and Sisters. Happy Valley and Banks re-
gained their previous Tree City status. Congratulations to these cities: 

These Oregon communities and others are gearing up to celebrate Arbor 
Week (officially, April 6-12), or National Arbor Day (April 25 this year).  

  
Arbor Week Materials Available 

 Arbor Week is a time when people stop and 
recognize the many benefits we get from the trees 
around us.  Arbor Day has been celebrated con-
tinuously since 1872, and in Oregon, the state 
Legislature designated the first full week of April 
each year as Arbor Week. 
 Cities planning Arbor Week or Arbor Day cele-
brations can obtain promotional materials through 
the Oregon Department of Forestry.  ODF has 
posters and stickers available for cities to use.  
Contact Diana Peden at dpeden@odf.state.or.us to 
order a supply.  The sticker and poster image is 
depicted here (at right). 
 Additional information on the history of Arbor 
Day and a list of upcoming Arbor Week events can 
be found online at www.arborday.org/Oregon. 
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Community Tree Connections 
 

Connecting people with resources to help improve their Community Forests 

Albany Eugene Monmouth  

Ashland Forest Grove Philomath  

Baker City Gervais Portland  

Banks Grants Pass Redmond Sweet Home 

Beaverton Happy Valley Reedsport Talent 

Bend Klamath Falls Rogue River Tigard 

Brownsville La Grande Salem Tillamook 

Coburg Lake Oswego Sandy Toledo 

Coos Bay Lebanon Scio Troutdale 

Corvallis Madras Seaside Tualatin 

Cottage Grove McMinnville Sherwood West Linn 

Eagle Point Medford Sisters Willamina 

Echo Metolius Sunriver Wilsonville 

The Douglas County Courthouse Elm, one of 
Oregon’s state Heritage Trees. 



COMMUNITY FORESTRY  
AROUND OREGON 

 
 
Congratulations to Rob Crouch of the 
City of Portland, who recently 
completed the Municipal Forester 
Institute.  Rob was one of 74 munici-
pal forestry staff members from cit-
ies in the US and Canada at this 
year’s Institute. 
 
Chemeketa Community College 
in Salem is offering a 10 week, 2 
credit Urban Forestry class at this 
Spring.  The course will be held from 
6:00-8:00 pm on Thursday evenings, 
and ISA Continuing Education Credits 
have been applied for.  ODF Commu-
nity Assistance Forester Kristin Ram-
stad will be the instructor.   
 
City planners and urban forestry 
staffs from Forest Grove, Happy 
Valley, Tualatin, Wilsonville, 
Oregon City, and Lake Oswego  
recently attended a roundtable dis-
cussion with the Department of For-
estry to discuss the issue of forest 
fragmentation and maintaining forest 
values as cities develop. ODF is help-
ing cities assess their interests ad-
dressing forest practice issues in cit-
ies and the surrounding urban/rural 
interface areas. 
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Trees - What Are They Worth? 
Probably More Than You Think 

 Any realtor will tell you that trees 
can increase the value of a home, 
but by how much? A recent study 
addressed this question by quantify-
ing the impact of street trees on 
Portland’s housing market. The study 
was conducted by research forester 
Geoffrey Donovan of the Forest Ser-
vice’s Pacific Northwest Research 
Station and David Butry of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and 
Technology, U.S. Department of 
Commerce. “We measured the trees 
in the public right of way outside of 
3,479 houses in Portland that sold 
between July 2006 and March 2007,” 
Donovan says. “After controlling for 
differences in house and neighbor-
hood characteristics, we found that 
the number of street trees directly 
fronting a house and canopy cover 
within 100 feet of the home both 
positively influenced house price.” 
Key findings of the study are: 

• On average, street trees add 
$7,020 to the price of a house in 
Portland, which is equivalent to 
increasing the size of a house by 
106 square feet. 

• Street trees increase the value of 
homes in Portland by a total of 
$1.1 billion, which, when com-
pounded into the future, results 
in benefits in perpetuity of $45 
million annually. 

• The annual maintenance costs of 
Portland’s street trees are $4.6 
million ($3.3 million of which is 
borne by the homeowner), so the 
benefit-cost ratio of Portland’s 
street trees is almost 10 to 1. 

• Street trees increase annual 
property tax revenue for the city 
of Portland by $13 million. 

 

Geoffrey Donovan is giving a presen-
tation about his research findings on 
Monday, March 17, 12:00 from noon 
to 1:00 p.m., in the Portland Building 
auditorium, 1120 S.W. 5th Avenue in 
Portland. The event is free and open 
to the public. 

Municipal Arborist Certification 
Study Guide Now Available 

 The International Society of Ar-
boriculture has recently published a 
new Municipal Arborist Certification 
Study Guide. This is the book you 
need if you plan to take the Municipal 
Specialist exam. Eight chapters cover 
the following topics: Municipal Arbori-
culture and Urban Forestry, Planning 
the Urban Forest, Assessing and 
Quantifying the Urban Forest, Plant-
ing the Urban Forest, Maintaining the 
Urban Forest, Managing Risk in the 
Urban Forest, Protecting the Urban 
Forest, and Administrative Duties of 
the Municipal Arborist. The cost of 
the book is $69.95, or $59.95 for ISA 
members. It can be ordered by call-
ing ISA at (888)ISA-TREE.  
 
iTree Tools Newsletter 

 The i-Tree Newsletter contains 
the latest news regarding the i-Tree 
suite of software tools for conducting 
tree inventories.  The most recent 
edition includes an overview of newly 
available i-Tree version 2.0 updates. 
All updates are available as electronic 
downloads; visit www.itreetools.org 
for more information. 
 
New Main Street Coordinator 

 The Oregon Department of Eco-
nomic Development has hired Gary 
Van Huffel as its new Main Street 
Coordinator, to assist local govern-
ments with downtown planning and 
revitalization. The Oregon Main 
Street Program is patterned after 
goals of the National Main Street 
Center.  As coordinator of Oregon’s 
program, Gary assists individual Main 
Street communities in meeting pro-
gram and plan requirements, devel-
oping collaborative partnerships with 
state agencies, establishing goals and 
securing grants to accomplish each 
community’s long range goals. Gary 
can be reached by email at 
gary.vanhuffel@state.or.us or by 
phone at (503) 986-0134. 


