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    Rock Creek, Santiam State Forest  
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A very wet spring and early summer caused a delayed 

curing of grasses.  Summer was characterized by 

above average on-shore flow with low level clouds 

until mid -afternoon.  Two off -shore flow events in 

August elevated fire danger to very high/extreme.  

No rain was measured at Horse Creek weather 

station from July 4 through August 31. Eagle Creek 

weather s tation showed only .04ó during the same 

period.  

July:   The District experienced c ool and wet 

weather early, with warm and dry conditions after 

July  5 th .  We moved to IFPL 2 on the 27 th . 

August:   Was a very dry month with two off -shore 

events that elevated fire danger to e xtreme (IFPL 

3) for seven days; otherwise, a continuation of on -

shore flow with low level cloud layer s. 

September:   Rain early in the month lowered fire 

danger and the IFPL.  Significant rain the 16 th  

through the 20 th  was enough to end fire  season for 

the second shortest fire season in the last 30 years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 FIRE SEASON DURATION: July 9 through Sept. 27 = 81 days  

HHiisstt oorr iiccaall   FFii rr ee  SSeeaassoonn  DDuurr aatt iioonnss  

 
  

1970  

unavail.  

1971  

92 

1972  

unavail.  

1973  

109  

1974  

139  

197 5 

123  

1976  

134  

1977  

103  

1978  

100  

1979  

100  

1980  

100  

1981  

 89 

1982  

97 

1983  

128  

1984  

103  

1985  

126  

1986  

105  

1987  

144  

1988  

136  

1989  

133  

1990  

98 

1991  

110  

1992  

148  

1993  

122  

1994  

109  

1995  

94 

1996  

105  

1997  

86 

1998  

90 

1999  

111  

2000  

108  

2001  

108  

2002  

110  

2003  

110  

2004  

110  

2005  

78 

2006  

115  

2007  

98 

2008  

98 

2009  

105  

 

Crews 

participate in 

simulation -

based training 

in July  

Out of District Fire Assignments:  Six North Cascade employees spent a combined 16 days assisting 

with the statewide fire effort on fire assignments with other Districts, one  of which resulted in a 

qualifying assignment for a Strike Team Leader  ð Engines. Trainee assignments included SOFR Safety 

Officer, HMGB Helicopter Manager, INVF  Wildland Fire Investigator, and TFLD Task Force Leader.  

Two Type 6 engines spent an additiona l 16 days  working on the Rooster Rock and Hwy. 8 Complex fires.  
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  FIRE SEASON 2010 ð Industrial F ire Precaution Levels and Fire D anger Days  

IFPL ERC  

Range 

Predicted FM 

K Analysis  

2000 - 2007  

Calculated 

IFPL Using 

FM K  

Calculated 

IFPL Using 

FM G 

Actual 

Days  

2010  

Actual 

Days  

2009  

Actual 

Days 

2008  

1 0 ð 41 52 45 53 47 50 48 

2 42 ð 52 38 27 21 27 46 41 

3 53+ 14 9 7 7 9 9 

 Total  104 81 81 81 105 98 

Fire Danger  Predicted 

Analysis  

Calculated 

Days 

Actual Days 

2010  

Actual days 

2009  

Actual days 

2008  

Low 21 17 10 1 22 

Moderate  31 28 34 41 23 

High 38 27 29 55   53 

Extreme  14 9 8 8 0 

Total  104 81 81 105 98 

 

      
 

Smoke Management:  As fall came , we successfully managed slash burning within the Smoke 

Management program with no smoke related complaints or intrusions in the Sm oke Sensitive 

Receptor Areas  (SSRA). We increased our collaboration with local fire departments by adding a 

notification to the local 9 -1-1 center in Clackamas County. This  resulted in fewer calls and 

responses from both the Department of Forestry ( ODF) and our rural fire cooperators to non -

emergency slash burning inquiries.  
 

Smoke Management Registered  Planned Accomplished  

Molalla  Units: 74  

Acres: 2 ,900  

Tons: 21,175 

Acres: 2,655  

Tons: 18,851 

Units: 59  

Acres: 2,619  

Tons: 18,311 

Santiam  Units: 30  

Acres: 1,226  

Tons: 6,240  

Acres: 920  

Tons: 4,525  

Units: 24  

Acres: 920  

Tons: 4,525  

 

  

  

Steve Breitenstein 

(District Mechanic) 

takes a breather 

from training at 

fire school  

Melissa Brewer (left) and Zach Rabe 

(right) sharpen tools pre - season 
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General 

Cause 

2009  2010  10 Year Average  

 Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  Fires  % Acres  

Lightning  0 0 0 0 2 3% .86 

Railroad  0 0 0 0 0 0% 0 

Equipment 

Use 

17 3.25  8 1.47 12 15% 2.67  

Recreationist  15 1.39 5 .14 11 14% 4.49  

Smoking 3 .31 1 .01 3 4% .72 

Debris 

Burning 

23 19.53 14 2.62  31 41% 61.71 

Arson  4 .63 4 .05 4 6% 3.61 

Juveniles  2 .50 0 0 1 2% .23 

Miscellaneous 9 3.61 1 .01 12 15% 20.12 

 

  

  

2010 Statistical Fires  

General Cause Fires  Acres  

Lighting  0 0 

Railroad  0 0 

Equipment 

Use 

8 1.47 

Recreationist  5 .14 

Smoking 1 .01 

Debris 

Burning 

14 2.62  

Arson  5 .05 

Juveniles  0 0 

Miscellaneous 1 .01 

Total  33 4.30  

Non- Stat Fires:    

58100 Molalla = 7 fires  

3.20 acres  

58200 Santiam = 4 fires  

.56 acres  

Total = 11 fires @ 3.76 

acres  

NNoonn-- FFiirr ee  CCrr eeww  AAcctt iioonnss   

58100 Molalla = 26 

58200 Santiam =  11 

Total = 37 

(L- R) Justin 

Fraijo, Blake 

Ellis and Daniel 

Basargin at 

pump training  

Sunset 

from the 

dispatch 

window  

-  August  

2010  
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Operatorõs Dinner:  Each year the 

North Cascade District invite s 

industrial coo perators to our annual 

Operatorõs Dinner.  Held at the 

Farmstead Inn located in Molalla  at 

the Arrowhead Golf Course , this 

yearõs event featured speakers 

Dave Lake, from  Portland General Electric and Gregg Cline, our District Forester.  

With support from the Clackamas -Marion Forest Protection Association and Bo ard of Directors, 

the district is able to provide a great meal, an opportunity to earn Association of Oregon 

Loggerõs (AOL) points and make available OR-OSHA/fire shelter training  with the intent of 

delivering the important message:  

 

TTooggeett hheerr ,,   wwee  CCAANN  pprr eevveenntt   iinndduusstt rr iiaall -- ccaauusseedd  ff ii rr eess 

  

  

2010 Industrial Fire Causes:  

Industrial Equipment Use:  Rotary Saw Use; Sparks or 

Friction: 1 fire, .01 acres 

Industrial Debris Burning:   Slash; 2 fire s, .51 acres 

District Total Industrial Fire causes:   3 fires, .52 acres  

(Top row L - R) Fire shelter training 

for industry; Gregg Cline , District 

Forester shares fire statistics; 

Ashley Gregg , OS1 and Willene Kill , 

Office Manager, enjoy the evening  

(Bottom row, L - R) A large crowd of industrial operators and landowners attend the event; Dave Lake , 

a forester with Portland General Electric, shares a presentation; everyone enjoys the excellent meal  
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Mid - Willamette Valley and 

Central Cascades Fire Schools:   

The Santiam Unit  sent eight 

students through basic and 

advanced fire training at the 

Mid -Willamette Va lley fire 

school, which is an  interagency 

partnership with  ODF (Santiam, 

Wester n Lane, Sweet Home and 

West Oregon  Units ), the  U.S. 

Forest Service , the Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM), Cascade 

Timber Consulting, Grand Ronde 

Tribes and others .  It averages 

approximately 200 students and 

overhead per year .   

One student attended th e Central 

Cascades fire school from the 

Molalla Unit.  This school is a 

partnership with ODF (The Dalles 

and Molalla Units ), the Washington Department of Natural Resources Southwest Region, the Mt. 

Hood and Gifford Pinchot National Forests and the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 

and averages 60 students and overhead per year.  These schools provide  an opportunity for 

wildland fire fighters  from each of our units to interact with and get to know staff  from 

neighbor ing agencies and cooperators and train  side by side.  By partnering with  multiple 

cooperators  we are able to keep costs low and deliver high quality training.  

Other Fire Training:   North Ca scade staff had a busy year  attending classes, training session s, 

conferences and workshops .  This included  subjects such as agency and interagency Dispa tching, 

ODF Incident Management T eam (IMT) training , Fire Prevention  and GIS  conferences.  

Redmond NWCG  training included NFDRS and Safety Officer .  We attended or offered   

ABRO/RADO, D -110, RT-130 Fire Refresher, Timekeeping, IQS updates and ROSS use.  

  

  

Wildland fire training for structural agencies:   

 Joel Lantz,  Seasonal Forest Officer (far left) 

and Jesse Batson , Permanent Forest Officer 

(far right) teach fire refresher ôfield dayõ for  

the Woodburn Rural Fire District .  

(L- R) Steve Breitenstein, Laura Magedanz 

and Alex Newman at Fire School  

Live fire day, 

Mid - Willamette 

Valley Fire 

School 
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Fire crews share FireWise education at Bi - mart (right) and at the 8 th  Annual Molalla Masonic ôCruise-

Inõ car show (left) where they also took the 1st  place trophy for òBest Service Personnel Displayó 
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FIRE PREVENTION PROGRAM  

In  2010 the North Cascade District participated in 

numerous fire prevention act ivities. The spring brought 

annual visits to well over 7,500 grade school students 

with the ôTeam Teachingõ program that involves 

numerous rural fire d istricts and the US Forest Service 

collaboratively  with North Cascade District staff . The 

program once again showed its success th rough a 

continued reduction in j uvenile caused fires.  

 
ODF fire crews also participated in numerous outreach events including the Molalla Buckeroo 

Rodeo, Damascus Day in the Park, Mt . Hood Festival of the Mountain and other small community -

based events. Staff  set up b ooths at busy retail stores and events  throughout Clackamas County 

on weekends to talk about FireW ise principles and to present information on fuels reduction 

cost -share programs.  These prevention efforts reached  over 6000 people.  

A review of our Regulated Use sign placement was implemented on the 

Molalla unit looking at sign size, loc ation and visibility.  More accurate 

GPS waypoint tracking was established  to create better prevention 

planning using GIS. Forest Officers were tasked  with reviewing sign 

locations and looking fo r  better or new signage opportunities and to 

prevent redundancies . This project resulted in a few new sign  

placements and numerous signs being moved to increase visibility.  This 

resulted in increased  calls from  the public asking for more information 

about fire restriction s. 

 
 

    

Smokey meets 

with elementary 

school children  
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FIRE PREVENTION PROGRAM  

 

 

The Oregon Garden Fire Prevention and Safety House:  

The first full -scale fire prevention and safety house in the nation will become an exhibit 

featuring fire -resistant landscaping and building construction on the outside, and home fire 

prevention and safety on the inside. The project is being developed by a partnership that 

includes T he Oregon Garden Foundation, ODF, Office of State Fire Marshal, Oregon State 

University, Moonstone Garden Management, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

Many other public and private organizations are also supporting t he project. The house is 

located on the grounds of The Oregon Garden in Silverton.  

 

A public dedication ceremony took place on October 8 th  and the project is well into the pla nning 

stages.  When completed , the home will de monstrate how any home can be retrofitted to 

improve survivability in the event of a wildfire , and the best practices homeow ners can employ 

for fire prevention and  safety in the wildland -urban interface . 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Oregon Garden House public dedication ceremony, October 2010  
The dedicatio n ceremony drew interest from the news media and the public.  

From left to right at the signing ceremony: Denny Stoll , The Oregon Garden Foundation;  

Randy Simpson, Office of the State Fire Marshall; Dan Postrel , ODF;  

Stephen Fitzgerald , OSU Forestry Extension and April Purdy , General Manager of The 

Oregon Garden. 

Work on the house will include vegetation management and removal of the cedar shake roof 

for eventual replacement with fire -resistant landscaping and materials.  
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PROJECTS & GRANTS   -   Multnomah County Community Wildfire Protection Plan  
 

The Multnomah County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) development  was initiated in 

August, 2010 when Cindy Kolomechuk was hired to lead the process.  Key stakeholders came 

together to f orm a steering c ommittee to identify  the primary issues and determin e strategies 

to addres s them.   Core partners on the steering c ommit tee include Multnomah County, ODF, 

Multnomah County Fire Defense Board, City of Portland, Metro and the United States Forest 

Service.  The mission of the Multnomah County CWPP is to integrate wildfire awareness into 

public outreach and education, emergency  operations and vegetation management programs to 

promote actions that create safe communities and a more wildfire resilient landscape.  

Subcommittees were formed to  develop action plans 

in:  

 Hazard Assessment  

 Fuels Reduction  

 Structural Ignitability  

 Emergency Operations  

 Community Involvement  
 

Multnomah County Fire Departments have  also 

developed detailed action plans for their  specific  

service areas.  
 

 

Chris Paul, Protection Supervisor at Mol alla, provided lead ership in the development of a wildfire 

hazard assessment, including an overall wildfire risk map as well as a  ôWildland Urban Interface õ 

designation. T his hazard assessment assisted fire d epartments in identifying the ôCommunities 

at Riskõ throug hout Multnomah County which will be targeted for wildfire prevention programs 

as time and funding allows .  Chris al so worked with Metro, Portland Parks and R ecreation and 

other natural resource agencies to integrate fuels reduction strategies i nto existing vegetation 

management plans on public lands.  

 

The Multnomah County CWPP will improve upon historical fi re planning efforts by facilitating a 

county -wide approach to determine wildfire hazards, implement  best practices for wildfi re 

prevention,  and strengthen  emergency response capabilities in the event of a wildfire.  

  

A planning committee meeting 

for the Multnomah County CWPP  
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