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Above: Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga 

menziesii) 1+0 container seedlings. 
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Cover Photos: Red alder (Alnus rubra) bareroot nursery bed at  

Weyerhaeuser Company Nursery, Aurora; (inset) red alder seedling. 

Photos courtesy of: Larry Miller, Oregon Department of Forestry. 
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Sources of Native Forest Nursery Seedlings  

is a service provided by the Oregon Department of Forestry to help 

meet the changing needs of family and non-industrial private 

forestland (NIPF) owners actively engaged in: 

 

¶ Afforestation, 

¶ Reforestation, 

¶ Forest Management, 

¶ Tax Incentives 

¶ Timber Production, 

¶ Riparian Management, 

¶ Forest Pest Management, 

¶ Watershed Enhancement, 

¶ Fish and Wildlife Habitat 

Improvement, 

¶ Marketing of Forestry Carbon 

Offsets, etc. 

 

Published annually, the catalog helps landowners locate suitable tree 

stock to meet their unique and individual resource objectives. 

 

This is just one of several valuable services that ODF provides to 

family and private non-industrial forestland owners. Other services 

include providing information and advice, technical assistance, and 

financial incentive guidance on: 

 

¶ Forest Health Issues, 

¶ Silvicultural Practices, and 

¶ Land Stewardship Activities. 

 

Nurseries included in the catalog may have additional stock available. 

Please contact individual nurseries for stock information, current 

seedling inventories and ordering procedures. You can learn more 

about each nursery by visiting their web site. 

 

http://www.privateforests.oregon.gov 

Introduction 

Above: Noble fir (Abies procera)

1+0 container seedlings grown 

from Astoria seed source. 
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http://www.privateforests.oregon.gov
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Definition of Terms 

Species:  
The common types of native forest tree species in Oregon. 

 

Seed Zone:  
The area where seed was collected and can be safely outplanted. The 

risk of planting a seedling outside its seed zones varies depending on 

the species, site, climate, etc. Seed zone numbers correspond to the 

numbers shown on the maps on pages 10-12. Maps are provided for 

both seed zone classification systems commonly used in Oregon. 

Genetic research shows that the wider seed movement generally 

allowed by the 1996 seed zones poses little risk during reforestation. 

 

Elevation Band:  
The elevation where seed was collected and can be safely outplanted. 

Some nurseries present this as a range. Others present a single elevation 

value, which represents the top of the elevation range where seed was 

collected in 500-foot increments. For example, if the elevation is noted 

�D�V�������������¶�����W�K�H���V�H�H�G���F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P������������-1,500 feet in the seed zone listed. 

The importance of elevation in planting varies among species, but is 

generally as important if not more important than the seed zone. 

 

Stock Type: 
There are two basic types of planting stock: bareroot and container 

grown seedlings. Bareroot seedlings are sown and grown in nursery 

beds, lifted, and then sold without soil on the roots. Container grown or 

�³�S�O�X�J�´���V�H�H�G�O�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���Q�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���J�U�R�Z�Q���L�Q���D���J�U�H�H�Q�K�R�X�V�H�����7�K�H���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�¶�V��
cavities are filled with growing medium and the seed is sown on top. 

Nurseries extract plug seedlings from containers before shipment. 

There are many sizes and shapes of containers. Some nurseries also 

offer Plug+1 seedlings, which are grown in a greenhouse for 9-12 

months and then transplanted into a bareroot nursery for one year. For a 

discussion on the pros and cons of various stock types, seedling sizes, 

�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�V���V�H�H���W�K�H���³�*�X�L�G�H���W�R���5�H�I�R�U�H�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���2�U�H�J�R�Q�����������´���E�\��
Robin Rose and Diane Haase. This guide is also available from your 

local Stewardship Forester or OSU Extension Agent and online at 

http://fcg.cof.orst.edu/structur/ReforestationGuide.pdf. 

 

Above: Ponderosa pine (Pinus 

ponderosa) stand. 
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