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ConnectOregon VI 
Oregon’s Multimodal Investment Program 

 
What is ConnectOregon? 
ConnectOregon is a lottery-backed bond initiative that provides grants 
to public and private entities for air, bicycle/pedestrian, marine, rail, 
and transit projects that ensure Oregon’s transportation system is 
strong, diverse and efficient.  
 
How does it work – and what is the funding?  
Managed by the Oregon Department of Transportation, 
ConnectOregon is a stakeholder-driven process that includes in-depth 
review of project applications by several committees. These various 
committees meet over a six-month period, ultimately creating a 
prioritized list of recommended projects that goes to the Oregon 
Transportation Commission for a final hearing and decision. 
 
Funding: $45 million is available for ConnectOregon VI, with at least 10 percent of the total 
fund ($4.5 million each/$22.5 million total) to each of the five legislatively-designated regions. 
Visit http://www.oregon.gov/odot/td/tp/pages/connector.aspx for a map of regions. The program 
does not have a minimum or maximum request amount. Applicants must match at least 30 
percent of total project costs. 

 
Who is eligible to apply… and what kind of projects are eligible? 

• Public agencies and groups 
• Private entities 
• Non-profit organizations 

Eligible projects are those that involve and enhance the modes of air, bicycle/pedestrian, 
marine, rail, and transit. Operating costs and highway projects are not eligible. 
 
Key dates 

• Feasibility reviews:    Complete in Feb. 2016 
• Modal/geographic committee reviews:  Spring 2016 
• Final Review Committee recommendations:  Early summer 2016 
• Projects awarded:    August 2016 

 
 
 

Contact: Chris Cummings, Freight Planning Unit Manager 
(503) 986-3703 

christopher.j.cummings@odot.state.or.us 
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ConnectOregon VI program changes  
 

- Name of fund has officially changed from Multimodal Transportation Fund to Connect 
Oregon Fund. 
 

- Reference has been added to define Bicycle. 
 

- A definition for Transportation Project was specifically included in ConnectOregon 
legislation.  Definition specifically notes that operating expenses and purchase of 
bicycles are not eligible for ConnectOregon funding.  

 
- Legislation increases applicant match amount from 20% to 30%. 

 
- Loans are no longer a funding option. 

 
- A selection consideration pertaining to project life expectancy has been added.  

 
- Persons representing entities with projects for consideration will no longer be 

permitted to serve on the Final Review Committee.  
 

- Columbia County has been moved from ConnectOregon Region 1 to Region 2.   
 
 
ConnectOregon VI selection considerations 
(a) Whether a proposed transportation project reduces transportation costs for Oregon 
businesses or improves access to jobs and sources of labor;  
 
(b) Whether a proposed transportation project results in an economic benefit to this state;  
 
(c) Whether a proposed transportation project is a critical link connecting elements of Oregon’s 
transportation system that will measurably improve utilization and efficiency of the system;  
 
(d) How much of the cost of a proposed transportation project can be borne by the applicant for 
the grant from any source other than the ConnectOregon Fund;  
 
(e) Whether a proposed transportation project is ready for construction; and  
 
(f) Whether a proposed transportation project has a useful life expectancy that offers maximum 
benefit to the state. 
 
For more information, visit the website, 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/Pages/connector.aspx. 
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