
North East Area Commission on Transportation (NEACT) 

 1 

 
 
 

Joint ACT Minutes of Meeting 
March 3, 2016 10:00 AM 

Oregon Department of Transportation 
3012 Island Avenue 
La Grande, Oregon 

 
 

Members and Alternates present:    
Michelle Owen, Mary Jo Carpenter, Burke O’Brien, Karen Pettigrew, Larry Givens, Ron Sivey, 
Steve McClure, Robert Strope, Doug Wright, Susan Roberts, Dennis Sands, JD Tovey, Frank 
Thomas, Don McGinn, Kim Metlen, Sally Bartlett, Patrick Bentz, Doug Ferguson, Boyd Britton, 
Joan Davies, Randy Fulton, Lynn Findley, Dan Cummings, Alan Daniels, Linda Simmons, and 
Angie Jones 
 
Guests present: 
Rick Paradis, Ronald Verini, Russ Pelleberg, Andrea Weckmueller-Behringer, Ben Hoppe, 
Dave Plummer 
 
ODOT Staff: 
Monte Grove, Craig Sipp, Ace Clark, Mike Barry, Laura Slater, Billie-Jo Deal, Lisa Hill and 
Jane Goode 
 
Opening Meeting: 
 Chairman Larry Givens called the meeting to order 
 Roll call of NEACT & SEACT voting members – Quorum present  
 Announcement 

• ConnectOregon VI notebooks for SEACT members are available through Judy 
Moore 

• Chairman Givens expressed the ACTs’ gratitude to the Joint ACT Subcommittee 
members for the extra time and effort participating on the committees and creating 
the 150% Project List under consideration. 

 
Public and/or Stakeholders Comments:  None                                                                                         
 
Old Business:  
 18-21 STIP Enhance & Fix it Update:  

Craig Sipp gave a quick overview of the Enhance and ConnectOregon VI meeting 
schedule.  Once the 150% Project List is approved, the Project Leaders will begin the 3 
month scoping process.  The ConnectOregon VI Presentations will be held in John Day on 
April 7th.  Lisa Hill and Judy Moore had the requested notebooks available for picked up at 
the meeting.  Members can obtain their copies of all applications online at the following link: 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION5/Pages/18-21-Enhance-STIP-
Applications.aspx 
 
The Joint ACT subcommittees will follow the same selection process as Enhance.  The 
Joint ACTs will approve the ConnectOregon VI projects on May 5th in La Grande.  There 
are several projects being considered for both Enhance and ConnectOregon VI funding.   

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION5/Pages/18-21-Enhance-STIP-Applications.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION5/Pages/18-21-Enhance-STIP-Applications.aspx
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The statewide ConnectOregon VI project selection will be made prior to the final Enhance 
100% Project List.  The Joint ACTs will be able to take this under consideration when 
making the final project selection for the 18-21 STIP.  Below is the 18-21 STIP and 
ConnectOregon VI updated meeting schedule. 
 

ACT Meeting 
Schedule.pdf  

 Joint ACT Subcommittee Report & 150% Project List Recommendation: 
Susan Roberts and Alan Findley gave a brief overview of each ACT’s selection process.  
The joint subcommittees worked well together in coming up with the final recommendation.  
All of the projects had merit, and with only $3 million in funding available for the region, the 
subcommittees used the recommended OTC criteria to create its 150% Project List. 
 
Motion:  Approval of the proposed 150% Project list as submitted by the Joint ACT 
Subcommittee.  Susan Robert moved and Linda Simmons second; motion unanimously 
approved. 
 

150% Project List.pdf

 
New Business: 
 
 Traffic Safety Outreach Presentation: 

Billie-Jo Deal, R5 Traffic Safety Coordinator, gave an overview of ODOT Transportation 
Safety Programs and the various types of community outreach that is done throughout the 
Region.  Billie-Jo is a resource for the cities and counties and she is available to give safety 
presentation in your area.  Billie-Jo can be reached at 541-963-1387 or email Billie-
Jo.M.Deal@odot.state.or.us.  
 

Suicide Prevention 
Training.pdf

Transportation Safety 
Programs.pdf

Safe Kids.pdf

 
 
 R5 Freight Projects: 

• Monte Grove provided an overview of the FAST Act.  The proposed I84 Ladd Canyon 
Eastbound climbing lane and I84 cable barrier projects are eligible for FACT Act freight 
formula funds for the 15-18 STIP listed in Attachment 1.  The climbing lane project will 
be combined with the Brush Creek Culvert $20 million project.  The Attachment #2 lists 
proposed 18-21 programs that will receive approximately $49 million in additional 
funding.   

 

FACT Act.pdf

 
• The 70 MPH speeds signs have been completed. 

 
 



North East Area Commission on Transportation (NEACT) 

 3 

 
 
 
 FLAP: 

Mike Barry gave an update on the Wallowa Mt. Loop Road, Palmer Junction and Juntura 
Road Cutoff. 
 

 Membership Representation: 
Wallowa County Nez Pez Tribe would like to participate in NEACT.  The discussion 
centered on using the ex-officio status for the tribe.  ODOT will reach to the tribe and report 
back at the next meeting. 
 

 Harney County Letter of Support: 
Judge Steve Grasty requested Joint ACT support to use a portion of the cancelled 15-17 
STIP Nyssa project enhancement dollars to fund a paving project in Burns.  This paving 
project is part of a Harney County joint partner bio-mass heating project. 

 

Harney County 
Support Letter.pdf  

 
Motion:  Joint ACT support of the reallocation of 15-17 STIP Enhancement dollars to 
fund the paving project in Burns.  Alan Daniels moved and Susan Roberts second; 
motion unanimously approved. 

 
ADJOURNED: 
 
NEXT Meeting: 
ConnectOregon VI Presentations 
April 7, 2016 
John Day Regional Airport 
10 AM to 3 PM 
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