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Fact 
From 2007 to 2016, derailments 
have decreased 61 percent from 

36 to 14.  
 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Actual 36 24 16 23 16 10 20 23 16 14
Goal 42 42 42 42 42 42 42 25 25 25 25
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Derailment Incidents - Number of derailments 
caused by human error, track, or equipment 

 
 

Derailment incidents: Number of train derailments 
caused by human error, track, or equipment 

 
Our strategy 
We want to have the safest infrastructure 
possible. Safe infrastructure mitigates 
structural safety risks on Oregon’s 
transportation system. Working with the 
Federal Railroad Administration, we use a 
combination of inspections, enforcement 
actions and industry education to improve 
railroad safety and reduce the incidence of 
derailments and the potential for release of 
hazardous materials. 
 
About the target 
The number of derailments has steadily 
decreased to a level below the target. For 

2014 through 2019, we’ve lowered the 
target to 25. Even as rail traffic decreases, 
this trend indicates significant improvement. 
 
How we are doing and 
how we compare 
In 2016, there were 14 derailment incidents, 
a decrease from the 16 derailments in 2015. 
From 2007 to 2016, derailments have 
decreased 61 percent from 36 to 14. 
According to FRA’s 2016 data for Oregon and 
its neighboring states, derailments increased 
in Washington and decreased in Oregon, 
Idaho, California and Nevada. The rail 
systems differ among the states in terms of 

track miles and the number of carloads, 
e.g.… California and Washington have larger 
systems than Oregon while Idaho and 
Nevada have smaller systems. A comparison 
of derailments per track mile (miles of track 
in each state) for 12 months ending 
December 31, 2016, shows Oregon with 
.0058 incidents per track mile, Washington 
with .0088, Nevada with .0008, Idaho with 
.0055 and California with .0110. 
 
Factors affecting results and what 
needs to be done 
From 2015 to 2016, Oregon showed a 12.5 
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percent decrease in derailments even 
though rail traffic increased slightly.  A 
decrease in derailments caused by human 
error and a decrease in track caused yard 
derailments are more significant reasons.  
The latter two of three decreases are a 
direct result of an increase in the number of 
inspections.   
 
Operating Practices inspections, which 
directly affect human error caused 
derailments, went from 218 in 2015 to 338 
in 2016.  Track inspections, which directly 
affect yard derailments, stayed 
approximately the same with 218 in 2015 
and 219 in 2016. In 2015, we hired four 
additional inspectors and replaced staff that 
had retired.  It took 
almost a year to have 
new staff federally 
certified.  We expect 
the previously 
demonstrated 
decline in 
derailments to 
continue into future 
years due to an 
increase in 
inspections and a full 
staff of certified 
inspectors. Except for 
the 2010, 2013 and 
2014 spikes, the decline has steadily 
continued since 2007, with the hiring, 

training and certification of new inspectors 
to replace the turnover in staff. This 
supports the need for certified inspectors 
performing regular inspections. Recruitment 
and retention of qualified compliance 
(inspector) personnel is vital. Analysis of 
data from previous inspections (track 
conditions, operating issues, etc.) helps us 
identify areas on which to focus resources 
and inspections. 
 
About the data 
The reporting cycle is calendar year. The 
data is based upon reports submitted by the 
railroads to the FRA. Under federal 
regulations, railroads are required to report 
all derailments meeting federally mandated 

thresholds to 
the FRA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact information 
Joe Denhof 

ODOT Rail and Public Transit Division 
503-986-4169 

 
Data source 

ODOT Rail and Public Transit Division 
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