Government to Government Tribal Relations
Key Concepts and Terms
	Ceded lands
	Lands ceded or given to the US. Government.  Tribes retained the right to hunt, gather, fish, and graze livestock in their usual and accustomed places within these lands.


	Legislative Commission on Indian Services
	The CIS was created by statute in 1975 to improve services to Indians in Oregon.  It serves as the main forum in which Indian concerns are considered.  Its 13 members are appointed jointly by the Senate President and the Speaker of the House to a two-year term.  There is one member from the Oregon Senate, one member from the Oregon House of Representatives and 11 representatives from the tribal councils and non-reservation areas throughout the state.


	Reservation
	Indian reservations are areas of land reserved by the federal government as permanent tribal homelands.  The United States established its reservation policy for American Indians in 1787.


	Treaties 
	From 1777 to 1871, U.S. relations with Indian nations were negotiated through legally biding agreements called treaties.  These treaties, or agreements, between tribal governments and the United States transferred and created property rights as well as service obligations.  There were 371 treaties signed with American Indian tribes, usually to gain rights to their lands.  The treaties often promised Indians protection, goods, services, self-governing rights and a tribal homeland in exchange for their cooperation and vast acres of land.  The Constitution holds treaties as “the supreme law of the land.”  Once a treaty is signed, it stays in effect unless superseded by acts of Congress or other treaties.


	Tribal Council
	The tribe’s governing body is usually referred to as the tribal council, and is elected by the adult members of the tribe.  Heading the council is one elected chairperson, president, chief, or governor who is the recognized leader.  The council performs the legislative aspects of tribal government.


	Tribal Sovereignty
	Tribes have attributes of sovereignty to govern their own territory and internal affairs.  The status of tribes as self-governing nations is affirmed  and upheld by treaties, case law and the Constitution. 
 

	Tribe
	Originally, tribes were a society of people bound by blood ties, family relations and a common language.  They also had their own religion and political system.  When members of different tribes were forces to live together on reservations, some new tribal groupings formed.


Source:
“100 Questions, 500 Nations” A joint publication of Knight Ridder, the Native American Journalists Association and The Wichita Eagle.

