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Administrative Business:
Election of new chair: OBPAC elected Allison Wildman the new chair, and Jerry Norquist as the vice-chair.
Next meeting: first week in August in Grants Pass, as there is an interest in developing a scenic bikeway in the area. Proposed meeting agenda items:
· A facilitated discussion of OBPAC's goals and mission;

· OBPAC's role in designating Scenic Bikeways

· Brainstorming on how to obtain additional federal funds and how OBPAC might encourage use of those funds on additional bike/ped grant projects. 

Other agenda item: Jerry Norquist gave a report on the Bike Tourism Conference in Eugene, April 1st. 140 people from all over Oregon attended, bringing lots of energy and interest in bike tourism in Oregon.

Grant Selection Criteria

OBPAC reviewed scoring system; most stayed unchanged. A major discussion over match resulted in the decision to reinstate a mandatory 10% match. One bonus point will be added for each voluntary 5% extra match up to a maximum of five additional bonus points.

OBPAC Role in Scenic Bikeway Selection & Designation

OBPAC will form a subcommittee to draft a letter to OTC expressing OBPAC desire to be involved in selecting & designating Scenic Bikeways. The subcommittee members are Allison Wildman, Jerry Norquist and AJ Zelada, with B/P program staff support.

Proposed Bicyclist Ban on Portland Area Freeways

Karla Keller, ODOT Region 1 operations/maintenance manager, introduced the subject:
OAR 734-20-045 currently bans bicyclists on I-5 from the Hwy 217 interchange to Delta Park; I-205 from the Hwy 43 interchange to the north; all of I-405; I-84 from its intersection with I-5 to 122nd Avenue east bound, and to Sandy Boulevard west bound; and Hwy 26 easterly of the Jefferson Street Interchange.
ODOT is proposing to ban cyclists from all freeway and Hwy 217 in the Portland Metro area. Improvements have been made to sections of Hwy 26 & I-84 on parallel routes (paths); others (I-5, I-205 & Hwy 217) have alternate routes, though some require a long detour.; requires an advisory committee and public hearing. It’s a draft proposal, each section can be looked at individually.

The highest priorities are the sections of I-84 and US 26 where parallel paths have been built.

Q & A:

Q: Is there a history of bike crashes?

A. None known so far.

Q. Would ODOT be more liable if bikes were not banned?
A. Probably not.

Q. What is ODOT's role in improving conditions for cyclists?
A. Improvements have been made to routes parallel to I-84, Hwy 217 and parts of Hwy 26. Some portions are more difficult.

Q. Could a path be provided parallel to Hwy 26 between the Zoo & Jefferson Street?
A. It would be difficult.

Q. What would it take to move such a proposal up in priorities?
A. STIP comment period is over April 14; current STIP is underfunded.

Q. What process is ODOT following for this proposal?
A. Several choices: OBPAC could form a subcommittee, extend public comment period, or go straight to public hearing.

Q. Could ODOT conduct a more detailed study for each area? Look at hazards and what are the alternate routes?

A. That level of detail would be difficult for each corridor; Metro has identified alternates.

Q. Has ODOT talked to local officials?
A. Only the City of Portland. 

Q. Have bicyclists been approached?

A. Not yet, except for those who emailed comments.

Q. Does increased traffic equate to higher risk to bicyclists?
A. Not sure, trying to avoid future crashes.

Karla thanked committee for their time.

Public comment:


Mark Ginsberg, Portland

This is a solution in search of a problem. There’s no data to support there’s a safety benefit to bicyclists. It’s unfair to ban a type of vehicle from certain roadways based on a perception of safety. Economic impact could be greater than anticipated.

Kat Iverson, Washington County

Few cyclists ride there now, not causing a problem. How does accident rate on surface streets compare to freeways? They could be more dangerous. Alternate routes to Hwy 217 are more circuitous, more conflicts and delays. Path use is not mandatory. Path could be used if it was built to as high a standard as freeway. Current paths not as safe as perceived. Alternatives are poor.

Terry Nobbe, LAB, BTA

Supports ban because there are good alternate routes. Parts of freeway are the only route available to cyclists. In this area it’s not so critical, ban won’t hurt bicycle travel.

Jim O’Horo, Vancouver, Portland wheelmen

Cyclists do ride these roads. Banning cyclists could place cyclists at greater risk. Do the data support this perception? Freeways could be safer than alternatives. Ban could increase risk to cyclists.

Jonathan Maus, CyclePortland.org

Received 39 comments on his website (www.BikePortland.org). Wonders why the public wasn’t notified? Is ridership low because shoulders are poorly maintained? Threshold for viable alternate routes should take into account cyclist skills. Why ban bikes when they could be part of the solution?
Randy Albright

Uses Hwy 26 and other freeways quite regularly, as they are direct and relatively safe. Alternates are circuitous and hillier. Opposes ban.

Scott Bricker, BTA

BTA opposes ban. There is much concern among members.

Scott Bricker also made the OBPAC aware of other issues: 

1. Blueprint for better bicycling; could move bicycling forward in Oregon. Provides low-cost enjoyable routes for Portland area.

2. Grant scoring #4 (how busy is the road in question) could disfavor low volume streets bicyclists want to ride on

3. Legislative proposals are being discussed, would like to bring ideas to committee.

4. Highway safety improvement program (HSIP) brings new federal safety money, would like to propose more of this money be spent on bike/ped safety, in proportion to fatalities (15%).

5. Safe Routes to School program is up and running.

6. Trying to set up bicycle and pedestrian institute as part of the university system; could fund research. Oregon could be incubation area for new ideas.

OBPAC follow-up:

OBPAC recommends ODOT form a working group with BTA and other groups that represent bicyclists to further the discussion prior to a workshop, including other groups such as neighborhood associations, AAA. Study the safety consequences of permitting or banning bicyclists.

Jerry Norquist cautioned against taking an inflexible stand. Working with ODOT to bring some common sense to the issue could have political benefits for cyclists in the long run: "We are threatened with losing something we don't use.”
In the afternoon, Roger Geller (Portland bicycle coordinator) let committee members and others on a bicycle tour of some the recent and innovative bicycle treatments the city has built. Included in the ride were some streets with sharrows; the newly developed directional signs; the bicycle signal at the eastside esplanade (a former OBPAC grant); some bike boulevards; and the site of the most recent grant, where a HAWK signal will be installed at 41st and Burnside.
Those who joined the ride were positively impressed by Portland's innovative ideas and support of bicycling.
