Minutes OBPAC meeting August 7 2006 Grants Pass
Members present:
Allison Wildman
David Lewis
Kathryn Beaumont

AJ Zelada

Jerry Norquist

Maureen Sevigny

Staff:
Michael Ronkin, ODOT Pedestrian and Bicycle Program Manager
Sheila Lyons, ODOT Pedestrian and Bicycle Facility Specialist
Pat Fisher; Enhancements Program Manager
Rocky Houston; State parks Recreational Trails Program Manager
Guests:
Tom Schauer, Laurel Sampson, City of Grants Pass
Allison Wildman called the meeting to order at 8:45
Next meeting: 1.5 days in late October/early November; in Portland

Presentation by City Staff
Tom Schauer gave an overview of recent developments in Grants Pass, extending urban area along the Rogue River Highway. Tom showcased the project funded with a recent grant, adding bike lanes, separated sidewalks and landscaped medians. Getting adjacent businesses to agree to consolidate accesses was a major achievement.
Laurel Sampson gave an overview of the city’s plan for bicycling and walking. All new roads includes sidewalks, major streets also include bike lanes. Retrofits are more challenging. Laurel showcased the project the city is applying for a grant for: pedestrian crossings on G Street.
Oregon Coast Bike Route @ 3-Cape Scenic Loop

Michael Ronkin gave an overview of the current situation:

South of Tillamook, the Oregon Coast Bike Route follows Hwy 101 to Sandlake Road, then cuts over to the last portion of the 3-Cape Scenic Loop. The entire 3-cape scenic loop is designated and signed as an alternate route. Recently bicyclists have been observed continuing on Hwy 101 past Sandlake, in an area where the highway has no shoulders and high truck volumes. This could be due to recent improvements at Sandlake Road that make it appear as if the shoulders on Hwy 101 continue. Bicyclists are also missing out on the opportunity to enjoy some of the best scenery on the coast, the 3-Cape Scenic Loop
Staff recommended to OBPAC they consider designating the entire 3-Cape Scenic Loop as the mainline OCBR, with Sandlake Road as the alternate route. After discussion, the committee adopted these motions:

Motion 1: OBPAC recommends ODOT negotiate an agreement with Tillamook County to officially designate the entire 3-Cape Scenic Loop as the OCBR, and the Sandlake cutoff as the alternate.

Motion 2: OBPAC recommends ODOT cooperate with Tillamook County in exploring ways to making improvements to the road for bicycling, including a maintenance program and funding.

Motion 3: OBPAC recommends ODOT investigate adding Netarts Hwy as alternate route.
Staff will follow up on these recommendations.

Jerry Norquist raised another related issue: the short section of Hwy 101 between Beaver and Sandlake, northbound, is used by bicyclists who access the coast on backroads through Carlton, over some Forest Service roads, bringing them onto Hwy 101 into Beaver. This requires backtracking about 2 miles on a section of 101 with no shoulders. Staff explained ODOT is aware this section could use improvements.

OBPAC role in designating scenic bikeways

Jerry Norquist offered the Cycle Oregon perspective:
The annual ride has an impact on rural communities for a week. The Cycle Oregon board would like to see that expanded to year-round impact, as cyclists ride on their selected routes. John Blackwell, board member, was also chair of State parks commission, asked State Parks to take the lead in designating Scenic Bikeways. The concept is to designate scenic routes for bicycling throughout the state. Champoeg to Eugene was the first, then Eugene to Oakland. Ran into difficulties in places with acceptance of placing signs on county roads. Now there’s a lot of interest statewide.
Rocky Houston, State Parks perspective:
This fits in well with their mission, recreation. They are trying to connect communities, each one is different. State Parks would be like rest stops. Must coordinate with many jurisdictions, get agreements to allow signs to be put up. Some counties reluctant to put up signs. Scenic bikeways would be like main arteries, locals could develop offshoots. Also looking at off-road opportunities. Will be hiring bicycle tourism coordinator soon.
Michael Ronkin, ODOT perspective:
ODOT can provide resources, and help coordinate with other jurisdictions. For example acceptance of signs, developing acceptable standards, write agreements, seek funding for minor physical improvements. Could be modeled on Scenic Byway program, very similar.
Public comment period:

Darcy Englen, Grants Pass bike/ped committee:

Would like to see trails used by a wide variety of people. Cars on roads are an issue. Grants Pass passed a 3-foot passing ordinance, requiring motorists to pass with a minimum of 3 feet. Would like to see a similar statute passed in Oregon.

Shayne Maxwell, chair Rogue River Greenway Foundation:

Goal is to link communities (Grants Pass-Central Point), showcase the Rogue River, provide access to the river, and help local economies. This requires cooperation between different agencies.
OBPAC role in designating scenic bikeways

OBPAC continued the discussion, talked about how it could be involved in selecting routes. Discussion centered around who the clients were (which type of cyclists), what kind of criteria to develop, what role OBPAC could play. Primarily selecting criteria and reviewing proposals. OBPAC reviewed the Scenic Byway Program, noted the similarities. Also suggested forming a committee that combines agencies to designate scenic bikeways, similar to the Scenic Byway Committee.
Next steps:
· Review Scenic Byway program, suggest ways scenic bikeways could be modeled on it, including criteria.

· Attend Oregon Recreational Trails Advisory Committee meeting to start a discussion about their joint roles.

· Staff will contact other groups (as identified in draft program) to participate in scenic bikeway designation

· At the next OBPAC meeting, invite the new Bicycle Tourism Coordinator.

