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April 20, 2006

Karla Keller

Region 1 Maintenance/Operations Manager

Dear Karla,

Thank you for attending the April OBPAC meeting and presenting information on the proposed bicycle ban on Portland metropolitan area highways and Interstate freeways. Consensus among the committee is that this is an important issue to area bicyclists and needs further examination before moving forward with a final proposal. OBPAC recommends the following actions for ODOT to consider:

· Engage stakeholders by convening a Working Group with established organizations in the region. These groups include, but are not limited to:

· Bicycle Transportation Alliance

· Local bicycle advisory committees, including City of Portland, City of Vancouver, Washington County Transportation Coalition, and the City of Beaverton.

· American Automobile Association (AAA)

· Neighborhood associations

· State police

· Study the “transition areas” where bicyclists currently use the highway and/or Interstate in lieu of a local road: Highway 26 from Jefferson Street to the Zoo; I-84 over the Sandy River; and I-5 over the Willamette River. Other locations may emerge through the Working Group process. We encourage ODOT to work with the Working Group to improve these sections of roadway to make them safe for both bicyclists and vehicles.
· Revise the proposed ban based on input from the Working Group, summarizing which sections of highway and/or Interstate bicyclists are prohibited and which sections are not.

· Allow OBPAC to review and comment on the revised proposal before a formal public hearing process is initiated.

Thank you again for your visit and bringing this issue to the attention of the OBPAC. We look forward to working with you to make this a successful proposal and to support ODOT with its goal “to enhance Oregon’s quality of life and economic vitality by providing a balanced, efficient, cost effective and integrated multimodal transportation system that ensures appropriate access to all areas of the state, the nation and the world, with connectivity among modes and places.” 

Sincerely,
Allison Wildman

Chair, Oregon Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee 
Department of Transportation
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