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SUBJBECT: Socoundwall Placement Guidelines

After evaluating several constructed soundwalls, Roadway
Section staff is recommending a minimum distance between the
edge of the roadway and the face of the wall in order to
achieve wvisual balance between the vertical mass of the wall
and the horizontal plane of the roadway.

To meet the visual reguirement, the recommended minimum
distance between the edge of pavement or curb and the
soundwall should be 1-1/2 times the wall height. Additional
distance tc accommodate utilities and signing may be
necessary. Of course the absolute minimum distance shall be
the clear zone as determined in the Roadway Design Guide.

The appropriate level of landscaping within this visual
transition zone should be identified and evaluated as part
of the visual assessment during Phase 1 Location and
preparation of the environmental document.

Early decisions on these issues will provide a better end
product and fewer changes later in the project development

process.
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SUBJECT: Retaining Wall Profiles
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It has come to my attention that some of the contract projects are
being awarded without profile information on retaining walls. It
is important for contractors to have some notion as to the config-
uration of a retaining wall -- how it varies in height and how the
ground line, in relation to the retaining wall, mey affect the con-

struction techniques in building the wail.

It is my intent to have all projécts leave Final Design with either
a profile of the retaining wall contained in the final design plans
or on the bridge drawings for the retaining wall.

Please assure that these profiles are contzined in the construction

plans.
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