


Goals: 

• To learn or review the most basic elements of wetlands 

• To become more comfortable identifying potential 
wetlands 

• To learn or review the most important elements of the 
regulatory environment 

• To learn when to contact a wetland specialist 

 

 



Why are wetlands important? 



Why do they need protection? 
 

 Half of wetlands in the US have been 
destroyed since European settlement, mostly 
for agriculture 

 (Unlike the rest of the United States, Alaska still 
has most of its wetlands.) 







1800’s 



Oregon:  1880 



ODOT:  21st Century 


