
Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee  
April 4, 2004 

Menucha 
Corbett, Oregon 

Members 
Attending: 

Jerry Igo, Matt Garrett, Art Carroll, Jack Wiles, Ernie 
Drapela, James Hamrick, Wayne Stewart. 

Staff 
Present: Jeanette Kloos, Robert Hadlow. 

Others 
Attending: 

Sam Wilkins, Brad DeHart, Bill Barnhart, ODOT; Ed 
Abrahamson, Multnomah County; Nancy Russell, Friends 
of the Columbia Gorge; Brian Bainnson and Amanda 
Graves, Quatrefoil, Inc.; Kim Titus, USDA Forest Service—
CRGNSA; Stephen Kenney. 

Wayne Stewart, vice-chair, called the meeting to order. The Advisory 
Committee approved the minutes of the February 11 meeting, with a 
correction from Kevin Price on the dates of State Parks Day (June 5) and 
State Barks Day (July 31).  

ROWENA CREST OVERLOOK ENHANCEMENT AND PIT 
RESTORATION 

Brian Bainnson, Quatrefoil, presented the concept plans for the restoration 
of the Rowena Crest Pit. He said that the documents (attached) are a 
working document, but he expects to submit it to Wasco County in the 
near future. Comments were welcomed. The lower pit is 30-feet below the 
main floor of the pit. There are steep side cliffs in the main pit, which 
create the main visual problem. These steep slopes are eroding. The main 
floor is flat and heavily compacted. The concept is to regrade the rim, 
lowering it 5 to 6 feet, add approximately 15,000 cubic yards of material 
at the base of the slope to stabilize it, and create “fingers” of higher rock 
to create variability in the floor. In addition, the entrance road will be 
regraded and a berm added. All of the area will be planted with native 
plants. 
 
The long term plans include bringing in approximately 20,000 cubic yards 
of additional material to fill the lower pit. This material will be from 
sweepings and rockfalls along I-84 and the HCRH.  
 
Invasive plants, such as scotch broom, will be removed. Efforts will be 
made to exclude off-road vehicle use. The entry road to the pit will be 
changed so that it is less visible as seen from the Key Viewing Areas, 
including the HCRH. There will be a new gate to control access. 
 
Work at Rowena Crest Scenic Overlook includes replacing the chain link 
fence with a fence similar to the one used east of the Mosier Twin 
Tunnels. Also, the beginning of the Rowena Plateau Trail to McCall 



Point, which is in the southwest portion of the Overlook, will be regraded 
to make it ADA accessible (maximum 5 percent grade, compacted gravel 
surface). Brian proposed that the new trail will go around an existing rock 
outcropping.  
 
Kim Titus brought a comment from Diana Ross, that the Wasco County 
approval would need to be before the Management Plan revisions are 
complete, since the rules on use of sites for disposal of material will 
change.  
 
Jack Wiles noted that a Public Interest Finding will be needed to allow 
ODOT District 9 personnel to perform the work; this is in progress. This 
will allow OPRD to have more control over the final product. 
 
Brian Bainnson said that test pits had been dug, 2 to 6 feet deep, so it 
appears possible to rearrange the existing material to add variety to the 
landscape. Nancy Russell asked if all compacted areas will be enhanced; 
Brian said that the proposal is to undulate all of the currently flat area.  
 
Jerry Igo said that he commended the concept of replacing the fence. He 
said that filling the lower pit will be a double edged sword; it will be a 
“work in progress” for a long time. He hopes that the work will be 
completed with the visual aspects in mind.  
 
Robert Hadlow explained the draft Section 106 Finding of No Adverse 
Effect.  
Art Carroll said that the project functions as an important Enhancement, 
fulfilling one of the goals of the CRGNSA Act, and should be expressed 
that way in the Section 106 Finding. Jack Wiles agreed, saying that the 
Open Space Plan emphasizes this restoration and enhancement. The Open 
Space Plan has been reviewed by Diana Ross, with minor changes 
requested. It will be submitted to Wasco County soon. 
 
Jerry Igo suggested that when designing of the new access to the trail, it is 
easy to do too much. Do not make this a monument. 
 
Art Carroll proposed a motion recommending support of the conceptual 
plan as presented. This motion passed unanimously. 
 
Nancy Russell noted that there is an existing sign for the McCall Point 
trail that was designed by Barbara Robinson. It is quaint and has not been 
vandalized. She hoped it would remain. Brian Bainnson proposed keeping 
the existing sign, but said there might be a need for an additional sign to 
direct people to the new trail access. 

VISTA HOUSE RESTORATION – ADA REQUIREMENTS 



James Hamrick said that the City of Gresham building inspector is 
requesting ADA improvements to Vista House occur now. James noted 
that ideas for ADA improvements were discussed with the City and 
County several years ago, without issues being raised. Now the building 
inspector wants the ADA work to be completed within this phase. The 
Section 106 Finding of No Adverse Effect was completed without 
reference to the ADA work. Once a proposal is completed, a new Section 
106 finding will be needed. The City appears unwilling to look at the 
State and National Code exemptions for historic structures; they want full 
access to both the rotunda and the basement. OPRD wants to 
accommodate people with disabilities and has considered and rejected a 
separate ADA structure to the south.  
 
A recent meeting on site included Hank Florence from the National Park 
Service, several City of Gresham personnel and the Chair of the Oregon 
Disabilities Commission, among others. That meeting resulted in 
proposals to have a ramp on the plinth with a maximum 2 percent slope, 
no handrail and modifications to the door. The desire is to have everything 
done to be designed to be compatible with the historic structure. The 
interior situation has even more problems than the exterior. An idea that 
was considered and rejected included a folding lift on one of the 
stairways, which would cut off half of the circulation in the building. The 
current proposal is for a lift in the anti-chamber north of the women’s 
restroom. It would require cutting a whole in the rotunda floor. There is a 
concern that the work not create visual intrusions within the rotunda.  
 
OPRD has removed the architect from this work and is hiring another firm 
to try to reach a better solution. The previous architect thought that a 
railing would be needed on the ramp; a railing is not acceptable. 
 
Timing of the work (including funding for it) is uncertain. Jack said he 
hopes to get an occupancy permit once a plan is approved, without 
waiting until all of the work is completed.  
 
Art Carroll asked about the length of the ramp; it could be all the way 
around the building. James said that steeper ramps need handrails. Wayne 
Stewart explained the standard: ramps less than 5 percent do not need 
railings; ramps greater than 5 percent do need railings, with a maximum 
grade of 8.3 percent.  
 
Ernie Drapela urged OPRD to appeal the rulings by the City building 
inspector; they appear arbitrary. He said he would not care to see a ramp 
like the one at Pioneer Courthouse Square, but it might work here. James 
said that OPRD has decided not to appeal. 
 
Jack Wiles said that the ADA work to the rotunda was part of the 



application for both the FHWA funds and the Save America’s Treasures 
funds. He does not want to have port-a-potties in the parking lot for the 
long term. He noted that the potential location for a building to the south 
was the location of a building previously. The option of ADA restrooms at 
Portland Women’s Forum was discuss and rejected, because it was too far 
removed from Vista House.  
 
Nancy Russell said that a well designed ADA restroom to the south 
should be considered. It seems unfortunate to change the downstairs. Jack 
said that there are some perceived concerns with visual resources of a 
separate building. Jerry Igo said that he thinks it could be visually 
subordinate, particularly if it was partially below ground level.  
 
The HCRH AC wants to continue to be involved in the discussions. Ernie 
Drapela suggested a letter urging all options be explored that do not 
disturb the site’s integrity. James Hamrick said that he will let the HCRH 
AC know when additional information is available, so that a site visit and 
emergency meeting can be scheduled to continue the discussions. 

BEAVER CREEK BRIDGE, STARK STREET VIADUCT AND 
CORBETT HILL ROAD VIADUCT 

JEd Abrahamson, Multnomah County, said that the County is proceeding 
with restoration of the Beaver Creek Bridge, with construction scheduled 
for 2005. The County has requested SHPO concurrence on the proposal 
for the new pedestrian bridge type a month ago. 
 
Ed provided photos and plans of the Stark Street Viaduct, a reinforced-
concrete deck arch structure located up hill and west of the Stark Street 
Bridge. The County proposes to replace the Viaduct’s reinforced-concrete 
deck, which is failing, in part, because of the 14-18-inches of asphalt that 
have been placed on the deck. The creek is in a pipe, which emerges 
through a basalt rubble masonry wall that dates from the 1940s.  
 
Several alternatives were proposed, including constructing a new deck at 
the original level. However, even though this alternative would be faithful 
to the bridge’s original construction, it would require quite substantial 
work on the bridge’s roadway approaches to remove up to 18 inches of 
asphalt and adjust vertical curves. The County proposes placing a new 
bridge deck at the current roadway level. This would have an adverse 
effect on the structure, but was seen as a more prudent alternative in terms 
of Section 4(f). The project would include constructing a new parapet wall 
on the main span. The existing parapet railing on the main span has 
concrete pickets that were filled in years ago. Because the new railing will 
not be very tall, the project proposes adding crash barriers above the 
current rail height and a fence to keep bicyclists from falling over the 
railing. The deck will be wider than the current deck. A 90-day closure is 



expected beginning in March 2005.  
 
The County proposes to replace the lights on the luminaires with acorn 
globes. The new heads will contain diffusers that direct the light to the 
ground and reduce “up light” pollution. Jerry Igo suggested investigation 
of LED’s for the lights. They would simulate moon-light and have less 
energy consumption.  
 
James Hamrick asked about the fence, whether it would it be on top of the 
railing or free-standing. He wondered why it is needed. James believes 
that this is a historic bridge and should not be altered more than necessary, 
particularly if there is not evidence of a problem. Jack Wiles noted that no 
other bridges on the HCRH have added a bike fence. Ernie Drapela said 
that he has biked on this bridge and feels there is no need for a fence, 
because the bicyclists closest to the railing are climbing up a steep hill and 
going slowly.  
 
Ernie Drapela moved that a letter be sent to Multnomah County 
commending their efforts to restore the site, but disagreeing with the need 
to add features that are not part of the original structure, noting that those 
features would also add cost. This motion was modified by Matt Garrett to 
note that “since there is no accident history” the fence should not be 
added. Jack Wiles noted that the open baluster should be used. This 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ed Abrahamson continued with a discussion of the Corbett Hill Road 
Viaduct. This project has $690,000 of OTIA funding and is adjacent to a 
slide area that is also being repaired. The County is trying for summer 
2004 construction, but construction may be in 2005. The proposal is to 
remove and replace the 80-foot viaduct with a retaining wall. The face of 
the retaining wall is proposed to be concrete, with a form liner to resemble 
columnar basalt. The road will be close at least one month. Corbett Fire 
Department is concerned, because they are first responders to Interstate 
84. The road is too narrow to keep open one lane. It has been suggested 
that an emergency vehicle be parked below the construction. Another 
option is to have Gresham respond during construction. This item was 
informational, because it will affect one access to the HCRH. 
 
It was noted that 2005 is a very busy year for construction. In addition, 
there are also several celebrations, including the Lewis and Clark 
Bicentennial, the USDA Forest Service Centennial (September 2005) and 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference in Portland 
(October 2005). 

WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

Robert Hadlow provided information on World Heritage Site prospects. 



Both he and Jeanette Kloos recently met with people from the National 
Park Service and the National Trust for Historic Preservation who 
suggested that the HCRH should be considered for this designation. Only 
3 percent of properties on the National Register of Historic Places are 
National Historic Landmarks—the best of the best at the national level. 
NHL status is a prerequisite in the United States for a property to be 
considered for the World Heritage List, which are sites, cultural, natural, 
or both, that have “outstanding universal value.” At present, there are 
fewer than 600 sites on the WHL, which is managed by UNESCO.  
 
Steps in the process would first include adding the HCRH to the 
“Indicative Inventory” of sites in the US that are being considered for the 
WHL (it is maintained by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks). Following this, the owner would prepare formal 
written nomination that outlines the reasons why this resource has 
“outstanding universal value.” Designation would need Congressional 
support. The length proposed would be no more than the current NHL 
district – Troutdale to Dodson, Eagle Creek to Cascade Locks, and 13th 
and Oak streets to The Dalles. All of this is in public ownership – ODOT, 
OPRD or Forest Service. Designation may provide the opportunity for 
additional funding and increase tourism. . 
 
James Hamrick noted that OPRD has not been involved in the discussions 
to date. Matt Garrett suggested that contact be made will all players 
(different agencies and within ODOT, up to Director Warner). Also, a list 
should be made of the benefits and any potential risks. Counties should 
also be contacted. James Hamrick suggested that the Governor may be 
interested and should be contacted.  
 
Jerry Igo noted that the phrase he hears most often when leading tours on 
the HCRH is “this [road] is world class.” World Heritage Site designation 
would confirm this sentiment. 

FOREST HIGHWAY ENHANCEMENT PROPOSALS 

Jeanette Kloos discussed the Forest Highway Enhancement call for 
projects. Twelve categories of projects are eligible for Enhancement 
funding. Projects must also be along a designated Forest Highway. The 
HCRH is a Forest Highway from Larch Mountain Road to the Hood River 
City Limits and from ORE 35 to Mosier. Many projects have been 
brainstormed, as shown in the attached chart. Discussions about individual 
proposals began. Some felt that the Vista House ADA work, while 
important, would not be timely (funding would not be available until 
2007). Since Oneonta Tunnel and the Gutter project are existing projects, 
they would not need to be resubmitted. Matt Garrett requested that 
additional work be completed to add cost estimates to all of the projects 
and resubmit the chart to the HCRH AC for project ranking. 



PROJECT UPDATES  

Warrendale to Moffett Creek – Geotechnical drilling is complete; the 
alignment is being revised to minimize wall height because of poor 
foundation materials. Still seeking construction funding. 

HCRH Interpretive Sites and Signs – Have begun working on 
Intergovernmental Agreements with Cascade Locks and Gorge Discovery 
Center. Need to add a right-of-way phase for the installation of the sign at 
the Columbia Gorge Hotel, since they are not a governmental agency. 
May be able to advance funding from 2006 to 2005 construction. 

Casino – No news. 

City Programmatic Agreements – The Hood River Programmatic 
Agreement was signed by ODOT and the City of Hood River. Discussions 
continue with Hood River County. The Mosier agreement has been stalled 
at the City. A “brainstorming” session is proposed for the City of Cascade 
Locks, to share concerns. 

Virtual Tour – Data entry is complete for the Virtual Tour. 
Preserving the Historic Road in America Conference – Starts Thursday. 

Gutters – No news. 

Oneonta – The first scoping trip for this project was organized by the 
Forest Service. The project will investigate parking east of the bluff and 
reopening the Oneonta Tunnel. 

Eagle Creek exit ramp – bike – This project is proposed to restripe the 
Eagle Creek Bridge to strengthen the connection between the stairway and 
the Eagle Creek section of the HCRH State Trail. 

15th Anniversary of the HCRH AC – Subcommittee needs to meet and 
bring back a new proposal. 

Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers Proposals – Senator Ron Wyden 
proposed wilderness extensions within the CRGNSA. See attached map. 

Mobil Guides – Two Mobil Travel Guides now include the Historic 
Columbia River Highway (All American Roads and Western Scenic 
Byways). These are available for sale by Gorge businesses, with a portion 
of the profits going back to the Gorge. See attachment. 

Governor’s Conference on Tourism – Jeanette and Mandy attended the 
Scenic Byway session of the Governor’s Conference on Tourism (with 
Mandy attending April 19 also). 

ACTIVITY STATUS UPDATES  

ODOT 
Bill Barnhart said that the Gutter project will include paving from Alex 
Barr Road to Ainsworth. Discussions about hazard tree identification are 
scheduled. Lots of trees come down in storms; it is preferable to take the 



trees down in a controlled manner, with traffic control. 
 
Sam Wilkins said that there was a new employee plowing during the 
recent snowstorm, who “modified” some guardrail below Rowena Crest. 
This was fixed and repainted last week. Vandalism (red and green paint 
stripes) has also been repaired.  
 
Sam reported that in Mosier, the Cherry Growers purchased the land for 
the warehouse from UPRR. When the property was surveyed, some stakes 
were across the HCRH from the building. Sam is looking up an old 
railroad agreement that shows the HCRH on an easement, sometimes the 
easement is only 10 feet either side of the centerline.  
 
Sam reported that Gary Farnsworth has taken on other responsibilities; 
Sam is now the Area Manager for the Lower John Day Area.  

USDA Forest Service – Kim Titus said that the Forest Service has no 
opinion on the Wilderness proposals by Senator Wyden; they are trying to 
answer questions about the proposal. There are 750 acres by Rowena that 
the Forest Service owns near McCall Point, including east to the Golf 
Course.  

OPRD 
Jack Wiles discussed an article about Vista House entitled “The Most 
Picturesque Public Comfort Station in the World,” which appeared in the 
June 1918 issue of the trade journal Valve World. He distributed copies to 
the AC. Jack also said that Kevin Price is on a 6-month special 
assignment in Salem, OPRD Public Affairs. Kirk Chamberlain will be the 
main contact at Rooster Rock during this period. Jack presented the 
Hammurabi Award, for masonry and tile work at Vista House, to ODOT. 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS 

Jeanette Kloos presented the attached chart of recent development reviews 
. 

MEMBERS ISSUES  

Jerry Igo said that weeds are not getting better. He would like a 
comprehensive plan to fight noxious weeds. He noted that the 0.3 mile 
west of Tanner Creek, along Interstate 84, is now infested with knotweed. 
Chemicals will be needed to control it. 
 
James Hamrick said that the Governor’s wife is interested in Oregon’s 
heritage. The Governor will be speaking at the Heritage Conference. The 
Governor has a $100,000 budget proposal to support the sesquicentennial 
celebrations (150th anniversary of Oregon statehood in 2009). 
 
The 2040 Park Plan is abbreviated and is expected to be adopted this fall. 



This includes proposals to add one new park every year. 
 
Art Carroll said that Wal-Mart intends to file legal appeal to the denial by 
Hood River County, but he has not heard that the appeal has been filed. 

NEXT MEETING DATE AND PLACE 

The next meeting will be July 1 at the Hood River Library. 
 


