MINUTES

HISTORIC COLUMBIA RIVER HIGHWAY
CITIZENS® ADVISORY COMMITTEE

April 26, 1990
Cascade Locks Charburger

Members Present: Lewis L. McArthur, Chairman, Dave Powers, Dave
Jensen, Carolyn Wood, Jack Mills, John Lundell, Julie Curtis, Max
Ruff (interim replacement for Ken Lucas), and Wayne Cobine,
substituting for Don Adams. Lorna Stickel was present for the
afternoon portion.

Staff Present: Jeanette Kloos, Chet Anderson, Bob True.

Public Present: Debbie Craig, President, Friends of the Columbia
Gorge; Ron Somers, lawyer for Jack Bryant; Jack Bryant; Jurgen
Hess, Forest Service; Brian Litt, Columbia River Gorge
Commission.

Minutes of the March 7 meeting were corrected to note that Dave
Powers was absent. The minutes of both the March 7 and April 16
meetings were approved as corrected.

During the public comment period, Debbie Craig said that she was

interested iIn the Jack Bryant quarry discussion. she also noted

that Portland State University will hold a series of lectures the
week of June 22 concerning the Columbia Gorge.

VISIONS

The CAC reviewed the Vision statements, resolving the remaining
issues. The CAC agrees with the Gorge Commission policy allowing
farm stands, but limiting them to sale of products from adjacent
properties and operating on a seasonal basis.

The CAC discussed what measures need to be taken to restrict
vehicles from the grassy loop below Crown Point. While removable
posts and guard rocks were suggested, these features were not
there originally. Max Ruff suggested that he will investigate
increasing the curb height. One member wondered if there would
be fewer problems with this area if 1t was planted with
wildflowers rather than mowed.

The CAC discussed what the character of the Bridal Veil and
Coopey Falls area should be. It was noted that a box plant was
located at Bridal Veil in the early 1900°s. The CAC has not yet
formed an opinion favoring or opposing commercial use here.

The Traffic Management Study is needed to resolve traffic issues,
especially In Section 3.



The highway waste site near Oneonta was discussed. The Division
of State Lands believes there has been illegal Tilling Into a
wetland area. Wayne Cobine said that the area has been used for
at least 16 years by the Highway Division, but some other person
is dumping beyond the area used by Highway. Most of the property
is actually owned by the railroad. The CAC asked Harry Woodward
to keep them informed of this situation. The CAC wanted to know
iT the use was '‘grandfathered” - it there was some time before
which wetland filling did not need to be mitigated. Carolyn Wood
said no, there i1s not beginning date, but that a lobbyist with
the League of Oregon Cities, Phil Feel, is working on
establishing such a date. Wayne Cobine did not want the vision
statement to say that the waste site needed to be eliminated;
there area no other sites available. He asked i1f the site could
be a combined parking area and (temporary) waste area. A
topographic map of the area is needed. McArthur asked iIf organic
material could be prohibited. Cobine said that Highway staff do
not place organic material here; any organic material is from
unknown sources.

Bob True will check to see if the water fountain at Ainsworth is
now working. Lewis L. McArthur stated that he would like to see
the end of the Oneonta Tunnel opened, with iInterpretive
information available.

The CAC discussed the listing of sites as "potential historic

sites"”. The Dodson Gas Station was removed from the list and the
former Sherman®s Inn tavern was added. When sites are on the
list, the CAC encourages maintenance of the properties. |If

properties are not on the list, the CAC has no opinion on whether
the structure should be destroyed or not.

The CAC encourages the investigation of the placement of a rest
area in the vicinity of the Dodson Interchange.

The type of guardrail to be used in section 4 will be determined
after installations of both types have been completed and
reviewed.

In Section 5, the discussion concerned the repair of the Eagle
Creek Viaduct and the relationship of the Tanner Creek to Eagle
Creek connection project and the closing of the Eagle Creek exit
ramp. Mc Arthur stated that he wants the Eagle Creek exit ramp
closed to facilitate construction of the connection project. He
asked for preliminary engineering funds to design the connection
projects in Section 5, from John Yeon State Park to Cascade
Locks. The CAC unanimously approved a motion that some
resolution of the connection project from Toothrock to Eagle
Creek be included in the Ruckel Creek Access project.

Should the highway be delineated from the Charburger parking
area? Carolyn Wood expressed concern that parking areas not be
lost, especially parking for large trucks. Off-street parking
should be encouraged, but existing on-street parking should not



be eliminated. Jack Mills suggested that Hood River County and
Cascade Locks could work to develop a solution that would satisty
both parking needs and a better delineation of the highway. The
CAC also asked the Highway Division to meet with Cascade Locks to
discuss Improving the entrances to Cascade Locks. Since this is
on of the suggestions expected to result from the Scenic Corridor
Study, McArthur suggested that Pat Moran, or another landscape
architect, should be involved with this discussion.

Trailhead parking for the Section 5 trails could be at the
existing Pacific Crest Trailhead by the Bridge of The Gods. This
would accommodate most users, but would not be adequate for
handicapped users.

The CAC asked i1f the HCRH through Cascade Locks was within the
Historic District (it is).

In Section 7 preliminary engineering iIs needed on the connection
projects. McArthur noted that the Ruthton Point viewpoint will
be a great place to view the sailboarders at Hood River.

Section 9 from Highway 35 to the gate should be brought up the
same condition as Crown Point Highway and Mosier-The Dalles
Highway. This will probably require an overlay of the pavement
and extensive guardrail work. This work should be accomplished
at about the same time that the work from the gate to Mosier is
accomplished. The CAC unanimously agreed that a letter should be
sent to the Transportation Commission requesting that the Hood
River to Mosier section be opened for limited vehicular traffic
and that the portions of the highway between Highway 35 and the
gate and Mosier and Rock Creek Road be maintained to usual HCRH
standards.

A section of the cable and wood guardrail in good condition
should be preserved in some location, but two-rail wooden
guardrail should be used in the Hood River loops.

The CAC reviewed the sketch of the rock wall proposed by Kathy
Schutt, State Parks, for Rowena Crest. McArthur asked that a
concrete cap be added, so that the wall would blend with the

outer wall design. Dave Powers will discuss this with Schutt.

The CAC agreed to McArthur®s suggestion that a press release be
prepared to alert the public to his comments at the recent
Transportation and Parks commission meeting. The CAC recommends
that both the Oregon Transportation Commission and the Oregon
Parks and Recreation Commission investigate the possibility of
condemnation of the original right-of-way in Wasco County.
(Note: another method of relaying this information Is now being
discussed.)

At the April Oregon Transportation Commission meeting, Chairman
Michael Hollern asked that a plan be developed to accomplish
restoration of the HCRH within a reasonable time frame of 5 to 7



years. This will need to involve other agencies and groups.
Private funding should be investigated. Jack Mills said that
specific proposals need to be developed before private funding
can be requested. Mills agreed to continue serving on a finance
committee after his term on the CAC ends in June. Carolyn Wood
emphasized that we need to inform each agency and group how much
funding has been used and i1s expected from other sources.
Proposals should include an explanation of what has already been
accomplished and by whom; what is proposed; and what the
estimated costs are. The 5 year plan will be a major topic of
discussion at future meetings.

HOOD RIVER URBAN RENEWAL

Jack Mills described the Hood River Urban Renewal program. The
goal is to have the area look like i1t did in the 1910-1920 era.
Some things will be changed from a totally historic look,
including undergrounding of utility wires, planting of trees, and
inclusion of benches. He mentioned that the City sees a conflict
between the tax increment financing that will be used for the
program and the tax freeze for historic preservation. Dave
Powers mentioned that Parks will be asking the legislature to
allow a review of the historic preservation tax plan before it is
"sunsetted” with an eye for changes needed in a continuing plan.

JACK BRYANT GRAVEL PIT

Brian Litt stated that the Gorge Commission has asked Jack Bryant
to apply for a development review on his operation. (The formal

request had not yet gone from the Commission staff to Bryant.)
Somers asked it the Highway Division would condemn the property.

McArthur stated that the CAC is concerned with the condition of

the highway within the State Highway right-of-way, in particular

the condition of the pavement and the visual experience of people
using the highway. The CAC has not recommended condemnation and

does not intend to.

Jack Bryant asked if there was public interest in all of his
property, stressing that he owned the area from the top of the
loops, across from Highline Drive, north of the HCRH to the old
Koberg Beach State Park ponds. He also owns another quarry along
the HCRH at Sunrock, near Crates Point. Jack Mills discussed
that, while the CAC is interested only in the provision of a
trailhead in the vicinity of the gate, other public bodies have
wider interests. Brian Litt agreed, noting that the City of Hood
River Dump has been suggested as a viewpoint.

1-84 ROCKFALL MITIGATION PROJECT

Jeanette Kloos described the proposal at Viento. The CAC liked
the two-rail wooden fence design and directed Highway Division to
proceed with this design, with longer posts so that the post
would extend above the rail in the same proportion as the
original.



ACTIVITY STATUS REPORTS

Wayne Cobine reviewed the Oneonta waste site situation discussed
earlier. Jurgen Hess stated that the planted berm was not
successtul as a screen and does not look natural. He asked to be
kept informed of this situation.

Cobine said that the guardrail contract that will be let this
year will replace the existing rail with single wooden rail from
Troutdale almost to Portland Women®s Forum. The contract with
Texas Transportation Institute to crash test the double rail will
have results in about six months.

Chet Anderson said that a bridge crew is working on the Mosier
Creek and Dry Canyon bridges. He has added rock to the shoulder
west of Crates Point to make a two foot shoulder. Parks and
Highway will work together to remove the couch below Memaloose
Overlook.

Bob True described the progress by The Nature Conservancy on the
Rowena Crest Overlook landscaping project. Gravel has been
spread on the paths, the mounds have been re-sculptured and lots
of planting has been accomplished. McArthur asked what the time
line for removal of the flags would be.

Jurgen Hess told the CAC about the signing contract and invited
them to the May 31 workshop (time and location to be announced).

McArthur stressed that the signing in the Gorge needs to be
consistent with the Oregon Historic and Scenic Highway program
signing. Jurgen said that people entering the Scenic Area should
know that i1t is special.

The Scenic Corridor Study is almost complete. An open house for
public review may be held in May or June.

Jurgen asked 1t the CAC had any further comments on the 1-84
Rockfall Mitigation projects, since they are being reviewed by
the Forest Service now.

The telephone cable to Ainsworth State Park campground was
disconnected. The phone company is proposing to place a new
underground Bine from Ainsworth 2000 feet to Dodson on the north
side of the HCRH. A fTield review should show if there are any
problems, but none are expected. The Forest Service and Parks
will keep the CAC informed.

Brian Litt requested comments from the CAC regarding the
recreation policy issues. They will be discussed by the
Commission on May 22. Recreation compatibility studies are
underway at Ainsworth waterfront and at Rowena between the two
Mayer Park parcels. Litt expects to send his description of the
east end of the Mosier Twin Tunnels as a potential recreation
site in a couple of weeks. The 300 car parking lot proposed by
Kiewit was denied.



MULTNOMAH FALLS SITE PLAN ALTERNATIVES

Mike Abbate described the three alternatives as they affect the
HCRH. Alternative A has only a photo area and parking north of
the HCRH. Alternative B has "Multnomah Station™ to house visitor
information and interpretation. Alternative C has a small
building for information only. All three alternatives would
provide a new bridge across the creek for pedestrians north of
the railroad. The walkway south of the HCRH would be moved from
north of the parked cars to south, along the cliff face. Much of
this parking south of the HCRH would be changed from cars to
buses. Abbate asked it the CAC liked the i1dea of delineating the
HCRH by an arched rock wall north of the highway and by a
different texture, such as exposed aggregate for the shoulders
beyond the 18-foot asphalt pavement. He also asked if the
crosswalk should be i1dentified with a different texture, such as
paving blocks or exposed aggregate. Mills and Cobine said it was
good to identify the crosswalk area; Cobine said that there had
been difficulties with maintaining paving blocks at other
locations. The concept is good but some additional investigation
of materials and cost would be needed.

The CAC agreed, after reviewing the informal opinion from the
Assistant Attorney General, that formal written delegation of
authority from the Director to staff and the chairman should be
pursued. Two issues that would require legislative change were
discussed and rejected.

The 75th Anniversary celebration needs to be a major topic of
discussion at the next meeting. Nancy Russell, John Yeon and
William Tramposch should be invited.

The next CAC meeting was scheduled for June 13.



