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Members 
Present: 

Julie Curtis, Sally Donovan, John Lundell, Nancy 
Niedernhofer, Bill Pattison, Jeffery Plummer, Kevin Price, 
Charlie Sciscione, and Carolyn Wood 

Staff 
Present: 
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Friends of Vista House; Jerry Igo, Native Plant Society; Brian 
Harney, Cycle Oregon; Diane McClay, ORPD; Rick Bauman, 
Columbia Classic; and Mike Stovall. 

 
Bill Pattison called the meeting to order. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes were approved as written. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Jurgen Hess, USDA Forest Service, wanted to express a warm welcome to 
the Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee. He gave a 
short history of the site. It was formerly a rock pit that was determined 
inconsistent with the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. 
The Forest Service acquired the property. Jurgen thanked Kevin Bracy and 
Diane McClay for the good job they are doing. Jurgen stated the material 
used for the building, the color selection, and the landscaping all looked 
great. The CRGNSA and OPRD are working on an agreement to trade this 
58 acres of land from the USFS to OPRD. 
COLUMBIA CLASSIC 
Rick Bauman reported the Columbia Classic would be held on July 14 at 
9:00 p.m. on the HCRH. Traffic control for the event is being re-
configured. The event was overwhelming last year. This year there will be 
additional parking for the event at the US Bank in Troutdale and the 
Sternwheeler parking lot at Cascade Locks. Shuttle buses will transport 
participants to the Portland Women's Forum State Scenic Viewpoint. The 
Columbia Classic is working with the neighbors along the HCRH to make 
the event work more smoothly for all involved. Last year, proceeds from 
the event helped to re-roof the Grange Hall. Volunteers from the Corbett 
Community will help with medical emergencies. Registration will be 



limited to 3,600 and there will be no registration on site allowed this year. 
About half the participants last year were walkers; for most events only 20 
percent are walkers. 
HCRH CELEBRATION - METROPOLITAN GROUP 
LeAnn Locher, Metropolitan Group, presented the AC with a broad 
overview of the plans for celebration. One quarter of a million dollars has 
been collected from various sponsors and donors. LeAnn stated that there 
is great interest in this celebration.  

Safeway Stores will be selling the postcard packets for $3.99 and for an 
additional donation of $5.00 your name will be placed on the kiosk under 
the Bridge of the Gods. If the donation is received before July 19, the 
name will also be in the time capsule. Safeway is also providing supplies 
and food for the event. 

GI Joe's is helping with the cost of printing and posters, as well as in-store 
promotions. Oregon Public Broadcasting (OPB) is providing both TV and 
radio spots before and after the Celebration weekend. 

LeAnn stated that the communities are very excited and have planned 
many events. Cascade Locks is offering trips on the Sternwheeler 
Columbia Gorge and will be showing historic shorts and silent movies. 

The Celebration bike ride will be on July 30 from the Gorge Discovery 
Center to the Mosier Twin Tunnels and return, a total of approximately 40 
miles. A maximum of 300 bicyclists will be in the ride. 

The Antique Car Parade will drive from Troutdale to The Dalles on July 
22. Invitations will be sent out to various people asking if they would like 
to ride in the antique cars. The number of riders and participants will be 
limited. Bill asked about the limit of 100 antique cars. This is necessitated 
by space constraints, particularly at Vista House. Special criteria will be 
followed for those participating in the parade. 

The Dalles will present an art competition at The Dalles Art Center. 

The Twin Tunnels Run/Walk (9:45 a.m.) will precede the dedication 
ceremonies (11:00 a.m.) on July 23. Since people will be standing in the 
Senator Mark O. Hatfield West Trailhead parking lot, there will be no 
parking there. Shuttle buses will take run/walk participants from the Hood 
River Marina to the Mosier start line. The buses will also shuttle visitors to 
the dedication at the West Trailhead and return them and the runners to the 
Marina. 

There will be postcard packets of the HCRH on sale at Safeway and 



various sites during the celebration. They include twelve images 
reproduced from original teens and 1920s photographs. Bridal Veil, 
Mosier and Cascade Locks post offices have plans for special 
commemorative cancellations for the postcards and other items if 
requested. 

Bill asked about the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs being listed 
as part of the opening event. The Tribes want to be involved with the 
communities and have planned 5-10 minutes of drumming and singing. 
LeAnn said that she hoped that this will help bridge the gap between the 
Tribes and the communities. 

Approximately 200 media kits were sent out. Each included a CD of 
historic and current photos. 

A Guidebook will be produced that includes all the information about the 
Celebration events. 

Julie Curtis discussed the agenda for the dedication. She thanked 
Metropolitan Group for all their good work, particularly in getting the 
communities involved with the Celebration. 
CYCLE OREGON 
Brian Harney, Cycle Oregon, gave a slide show presentation on Cycle 
Oregon. Brian stated that the Board of Directors and volunteers determine 
the use of funds for Cycle Oregon. Jonathan Nicolas is President of Cycle 
Oregon. It is a non-profit organization with money going to charities. The 
event is limited to 2,000 cyclist every year. Peter Jacobsen Productions 
manages the event and the host communities (people) provide the theme. 
Vendors supply the toilets and medical care. It takes two years to plan for 
the event. Contact is made with the host groups at least 18 months ahead 
of the event. Once a site has been accepted it takes up to a year to train the 
community. The training is handled through town meetings since it really 
involves the whole community. A host group will receive $500.00 for 
their participation in the event. Cycle Oregon tries to take most of the 
burden off of the community.  

The average age of a participant is 45.5. Each event is evaluated at the end 
of the ride. The event will take place the week after Labor Day, from 
September 9-16. 

Brian asked for a suggestion for a group that would host a rest stop near 
the Mosier Twin Tunnels. During peak times there is an average of 500 
people that may be stopping at a rest site. At the final rest area for the day 
(Hood River in this case) approximately 30 acres are needed for showers, 



food tables and tents. 

On September 16, the bikers will be coming from Dufur, having lunch at 
the Discovery Center, a water stop at the Rowena Loops and then have a 
rest stop before going through the Mosier Twin Tunnels. Brian would like 
to have someone at the tunnels to explain the construction of the structure. 

Brian said the host group would need to begin preparations at 7 a.m. 
About 10 people would be needed. They would need to cut up fruit and 
take trash away. Jack Wiles had previously said that he was interested in 
volunteering and Jeanette asked if anyone else was interested. Jerry Igo 
said that the Mosier Alliance would be the hosts for the rest stop near 
Mosier. 

Kevin Price indicated concern with using the area east of the tunnels as a 
rest stop. Jerry Igo said that he was not concerned about vegetation 
damage, since the revegetation would occur after September. 

Carolyn asked if participants return to the area after the ride. Brian Harney 
said that about half would come back and some would visit the area before 
the ride. 

Cycle Oregon will work with OPRD and ODOT to provide interpretive 
information about the Tunnels at the rest stop. 
GORGE GAMES 
A representative of the Gorge Games reported that the Gorge Games had 
taken a hiatus last year, but they are planning new events for the coming 
year. At this time they have 3 sponsors for the event; Subaru, NBC, 
National Geographic Adventure magazine. In 1998, the Gorge Games 
included a family activity on the HCRH and they have asked to continue. 
They are planning a HCRH hike and are encouraging the participation of 
baby joggers. They are in need of a leader for the hike. The Gorge Games 
organizers will keep the HCRH AC aware of the planned activities. 
PROJECT UPDATES 
HOOD RIVER – MOSIER, PHASE 2  

The rock catchment will be completed one week from today. Additional 
work, which entails cleaning the splatter on the concrete, will be done. 
The fences are installed and the chain-link barriers and wooden gates will 
come down. Clean up will continue through the week. The new metal 
gates that open outward will need to be reversed. The AC will need to talk 
to the OPRD about that change. 

. 



It appears that recent noise-generating activities have not disturbed 
resident bald eagles, and the paving work will go on ahead of schedule, 
now instead of this fall. Biologist, however, will continue to monitor the 
birds for any sign of disturbance. 

The last of the paving and installation of guardrails will be completed by 
the grand opening. 

The punch list is being completed. 

VISITOR CONTACT STATION 

The visitor contact station is complete and officially belongs to OPRD. A 
one-year warranty and a 10 million-dollar bond cover the contact station 
for work done. As-built plans and an owner's manual will be provided 
OPRD. 

Hood River to Mosier (Parks) 

The Hanel Quarry will be seeded and planted in the fall. Grading and the 
irrigation system have been completed and construction of the RV pad has 
begun. A caretaker for the Visitor Station has been moved onto the site. 
Utility poles have been removed. 

Plans are being reviewed for the overlook wall east of the Tunnels. 

There is a continuing problem with the water line at the site. The water 
line is broken and the contractor, J.P Contracting, is looking into the cause 
of the break. 

Julie Curtis has been checking with people on a new name for the contact 
station. Julie contacted Jack Wiles regarding the name. Jack and his staff 
suggested "Visitor Station" or "Visitor Center." Jack stated that this is not 
an information center and the name should not reflect that. The AC 
recommended and passed that the station be re-named to "Twin Tunnels 
Visitor Station." 

Kevin Bracy commented that an article in the Hood River News was very 
positive about the project. However, some people are not aware of how 
these projects are funded and they become upset thinking that they are 
paying for these projects. Diane McClay suggested that a display at the 
visitor's station would be a way of showing people how projects are 
funded. Jeanette will take charge of creating a display. 

MOFFETT CREEK—TANNER CREEK, UNIT 2 



There is a lot happening with this project. See the attachment for 
photographs and particulars. 

Wall #2 is half poured. Clearing and grubbing is complete. The granular 
embankment work is 90 percent complete. Footings for the viaduct are 
poured. Drainage work is 75 percent complete. Power line relocation is 50 
percent complete. Footings and rebar are being put in for the bridges. 

General embankment and excavation work continues. Wall #1 footing 
excavation is in progress. Precast beam placement is scheduled for early 
June. Landscape material is being provided. Interpretive signs are being 
constructed. 

There are some problems with the walls. Wall #1 which slopes down to 
the R.R. needs to be moved two feet closer to the freeway. 

At this point, there is about a $100,000 cost overrun due to unexpected 
problems with Wall #2 and quantities greater than anticipated. There is 
petrified wood scattered through out the rock. 

John asked if there had been any problems with the fisherman in the area. 
There have been no problems. 

Bill asked where the topsoil will be used. The topsoil will be used to make 
a small berm in front of the ditch. Scott Liesinger will discuss this at a 
later time. 

STARVATION CREEK TO VIENTO 

There is not much new on this project. The consultants are behind 
schedule. The preliminary reports were due in April and are now promised 
next week. The consultant will meet that schedule. 

HCRH INTERPRETIVE SITES AND SIGNS 

Jeanette Kloos is working with Paul Edgecomb to use an existing flexible 
services contract to develop this project. 

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION 

Robert Hadlow reported that on May 16, Secretary of the Interior Bruce 
Babbitt designated major portions of the HCRH as a National Historic 
Landmark. Those parts of the HCRH included in the NHL designation are 
from Troutdale to Warrendale, from Bonneville Dam to Cascade Locks, 
and from downtown Hood River to The Dalles. The HCRH is only the 
second modern road designated an NHL, following Glacier National 



Park’s Going-to-the-Sun Road by three years. The HCRH is the first 
scenic highway designated as an NHL and so far the only road owned by a 
state department of transportation that has this designation. 

Diane asked if there would be new signing to show this nomination. 
Robert stated that the NPS regularly underwrites the expenses for 
manufacturing one brass plaque for new NHL’s, but he will ask for two so 
that one can be put at each end of the HCRH. 

Robert was given a round of applause for his great effort in helping to 
achieve this designation. 

DESIGN FOR TRANSPORTATION NATIONAL AWARDS 2000 

In May, the US Department of Transportation announced that recent 
restoration work on the Tanner Creek to Eagle Creek, Eagle Creek to 
Cascade Locks, and Hood River to Mosier segments of the HCRH State 
Trail received a prestigious Design for Transportation National Awards 
2000 Honor Award. Of 260 entries, only 11 received "Honor" awards for 
innovation in design. Another 27 received "Merit " awards. Robert 
Hadlow prepared the nomination last fall. 

2001 NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY CONFERENCE 

The conference will be held in Oregon during the last week of August 
2001. The conference will start in Bend and then proceed on to Portland, 
with the Columbia River Gorge as its focal point. Jeanette will be 
organizing mobile workshops for the conference. She plans to have eight 
buses for the mobile workshops. The workshops will focus on different 
topics, including history of the gorge, planned landscapes, recreational 
sites and engineering of the bridges along the HCRH. Nancy Niedernhofer 
stated that the tours are really important to the success of the conference. 

Robert mentioned that the biennial Preserving the Historic Road in 
America Conference may be in Portland in 2004. The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation will hold its annual conference in Portland in 2005. 

BRIDGES—SHEPPERD'S DELL AND ONEONTA GORGE 

SHEPPERD'S DELL 

The scheduled contract date for this project has passed. The Justice 
Department has just completed their review of the contract. The bids will 
close today and be awarded on Monday, June 5. The mobilization should 
begin on June 12 and work should be completed by July 19. 



Charlie Sciscione stated that it was a very tight timeframe. The contractor 
has stated that he will need a 12-hour complete road closure so that a hole 
can be drilled through the sidewalk to install cable to hold the platform. A 
pre-construction conference will be June 19 to make clear the timeframe. 
Jeanette Kloos noted that the contractor should be made aware of the 
Columbia Classic event. 

ONEONTA GORGE 

FHWA asked that the old bridge be closed by the end of May. 

ODOT has placed three temporary bollards (cedar posts and reflectors) at 
each end of the bridge. 

Diana Ross said that the Forest Service has determined that they will leave 
the Oneonta Gorge trail open, with the logjam in place, but will add signs 
stating the risk involved in using the trail. Nothing is to be done about the 
logjam at this time. 

PLAQUE INVENTORY/PLAQUE POLICY 

Robert reported that he and a student intern recently completed their 
plaque inventory. The intern has worked with the information that they 
gathered. The next step is to draft a plaque policy. 

WARRENDALE—MOFFETT CREEK 

The design work for this project is progressing. More surveying work will 
need to be done. The location of the utility poles is critical; if they are on 
ODOT property then relocation would be a cost to Cascade Locks. If they 
are on UPRR property, the project would pay for relocation. 

Jeanette Kloos led a project team field trip a week ago and found very 
little left of the HCRH, however, they did find a stone culvert over 
Metasequoia Creek. 
ACTIVITY STATUS REPORTS: 
ODOT  

The area near Larch Mountain Road continues to slide. Extra paving has 
been added and the guardrail has been raised back to the correct height. 

In order to keep the pedestrian walkway open at Multnomah Creek, 
dredging will be done this summer. Richard Larsen will help with this 
project. 



Charlie stated that migration (material moving down stream) is on the 
increase in all the streambeds. 

Sam Wilkins, District 9, reported they have requested a permit to remove 
the sentiment under Rock Creek Bridge in Mosier. 

At Mayer State Park they are working on building the new access road 
into the park. They needed to move the irrigation system to the edge of the 
new road, but need to make sure that the pipes are not punctured by 
installation of guardrail. 

Carolyn asked about removal of the overpass. Sam said it should be 
removed by July 15. 

Jeanette asked the AC to help check the first draft for the Bike Path Map. 
The map will be completed this summer. ODOT is also making a video for 
the Visitor Station. The script for the video has been reviewed. 

OPRD 

The new director of OPRD, Michael Carrier, and the Park Commissioners 
visited the Visitor Station yesterday. 

June 3, will be Oregon State Parks Day. All parks will be open free of 
charge for that day only. Diane stated that tours are planned at some of the 
parks. 

The Visitor Station opened to the public on Friday. There have been at 
least 300 people a day visiting the station. 

OMSI has scheduled an event to view a lunar eclipse at Rooster Rock on 
July 30. 

On August 4, a planetarium will be set up at Vista House. 

Work is being done on the restrooms at Dalton Point. 

There are three projects going on at one time at Vista House. Work on the 
roof, balcony and the main windows. Work on the "weather envelop" will 
be completed first. This will begin April 2001 and should be finished 
October 2001. In addition, National Park Service funding is available to 
replace the non-native landscaping with native plants at Vista House. 

Friends of Vista House are trying to obtain a trailer or RV for interpretive 
information while Vista House is closed. There are plans for a walk-in gift 



shop. 

USDA FOREST SERVICE 

Diana Ross reported that Angel's Rest Trailhead would be completed by 
October. 

The Forest Service recently had a ribbon cutting for the new wastewater 
treatment plant at Multnomah Falls. 

All campgrounds are now open. 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS: 
Jeanette received quite a few development reviews from Wasco County.  

There will be a retirement party for Art Carroll at the Gorge Discovery 
Center next Saturday. 
MEMBERS ISSUES: 
Jeffery Plummer stated that Steve Lehl asked if it was legal to pick 
wildflowers along the HCRH. Kevin Price stated that OPRD enforces no 
picking rules for wildflowers on State Parks land. Commercial harvesting 
is not permitted. The Oregon Department of Agriculture has an 
administrative rule pertaining to this question. Jerry Igo said that a 
Department of Agriculture permit is needed before anything can be 
collected, even by the Native Plant Society. Diane stated the restriction on 
collection also includes rocks. Schools need to know this before they plan 
plant studies.  

The "rest area" sign at Starvation Creek has been removed. The area needs 
to be re-configured for long vehicles so that they can get in and out safely 
and easily. 

The missing plaque at Starvation Creek commemorating Simon Benson’s 
early road building on Shell Rock Mountain has been replaced. 

Bill Pattison announced that John Lundell would be retiring from his seat 
on the AC as of June 30, 2000. John has served 12 years on the AC. He 
began before the AC was created, when the ad hoc committee provided 
information for the 1987 Study. John was presented with a plaque. Jerry 
Igo, Wasco County, will replace John on the HCRH AC. 

Bill mentioned that he has been contacted by at least seven people 
regarding the fees at the Visitors Contact Station. Kevin Price said that no 
citations have been issued, but it was suggested that visitors to the station 
need to be educated about the reason for the day-use fees. 



Julie stated that the Oregon Tourism Commission would be meeting June 
7 at the Hood River Hotel. 

The AC has been invited to ride in some of the antique cars that will be on 
the July 22 parade. 

  
NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION 
Tuesday, September 19, 2000 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  (Note earlier starting time for this meeting.) 

Bradford Island Visitor Center (Theater) 
Bonneville Dam (Interstate 84, exit 40) 
 


