
Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee 
July 1, 1999 

Mosier Creek Terrace Senior Center 
Mosier, Oregon  

Members 
Present: 

Bill Pattison, James Hamrick, John Lundell, Jeffery 
Plummer, Carolyn Wood, Janice Newton, Sally Donovan, 
Kay Van Sickel, and Kevin Price 

Staff Present: Jeanette Kloos, Robert Hadlow, Sam Wilkins, Ken 
Nogowski, and Gail Smith 

Public Present: Gay Jervey, Andrea Rogers, and Jan Leininger, Mosier; 
Jerry Igo, Native Plant Society; and Tom Turck, US Forest 
Service 

 
Bill Pattison called the meeting to order. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes were approved as written. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Gay Jervey made a presentation honoring the efforts of Jeanette Kloos for 
the Historic Columbia River Highway. According to Gay Jervey, the Mosier 
waterfront park application for National Scenic Area Recreation funds was 
not selected for funding this year.  

Mosier will apply for TEA-21 money for downtown corridor plans and Gay 
will share the corridor plans with the HCRH AC before submitting. 
Event Planning/Historic The Dalles Day & Hood River Festival 
Metropolitan Group has been selected as the event planner. The next step in 
planning the event is to sign the contract. A brainstorming meeting will be 
held soon. The event is planned for spring.  

The HCRH brochure will be available for Historic The Dalles Day, October 
16 and the Hood River Festival, October 16-18. Mosier is planning 
a Melodrama for their Labor Day Festival. 
Plaque Policy 
Robert Hadlow reported that he sent out a memo to other agencies asking 
for their policy on displaying plaques and other memorials. Mt. Rainier 
National Park responded that the National Parks Service has no standard 
policy in place at this time. It is up to the local park superintendent's 
discreation.  

Mike Boynton of the US Forest Service sent Bob a policy they are 
developing. The policy states that plauques will not be placed on buildings 



or historic walls (unless historically correct). They must be accessible to the 
public.  

Bob stated that a draft policy will be written using the policy as a guideline.  

Kevin Price stated Oregon Parks and Recreation Department is in the 
process of cleaning and restoring OPRD plaques.  

Sally Donovan suggested locating and photographing all plaques so there is 
an updated inventory.  

Jeanette reported the plaque at Starvation Creek has been stolen.  

Bob will work with Kevin Price on this project. Bob asked that any help or 
comments on this project be sent to him. 
Moffett Creek to Tanner Creek Unit 2, Gate Area Access Issues 
The plans are available for review for this project. The maintenance access 
road for OPRD and City of Cascade Locks (electric lines) is an issue. Under 
federal regulation, access must be limited to authorized vehicles only. 
Currently, other vehicles are driving around the gate and driving on the 
future alignment of the HCRH State Trail and parking (usually to fish near 
Moffet Creek). Three proposals have been made that may solve 
the problem.1. A single-rail guardrail (leftover guardrail from the Dabney 
project) could be used to close off the area. The only cost would be 
installation of the guardrail. 2. Build a berm part way down the slope and 
put a gabion wall in the middle. This would cost over $100,000. 3. Digging 
a steep ditch as the site could be done at a lower cost than the other two 
solutions. James Harmrick warned that the ditch could collect debris. Kevin 
asked is it would create a drainage problem. John preferred the single 
guardrail and asked if the OSP could patrol the area.  

Sam Wilkins said that ODOT sites people parked on the pavement. His 
maintenance crews do not usually take any action if vehicles are parked off 
the pavement. He said that this is a "catch 22" situation. He recommended 
providing a spot for people to access the river to fish.  

Bob suggested that we encourage people to park at the Toothrock Trailhead. 
Several people doubted that anglers would walk the distance (more than a 
mile) from the trailhead. Kevin Price noted that people also park south of 
westbound I-84 and cross to reach the river; this is dangerous.  

John made a motion that other options than the three proposed be looked at 
before making a decision. The motion passed. It was suggested that the 
anglers be brought into the decision process. However, Jerry Igo noted that 
the anglers are not all Gorge residents; many are from Portland. It was 



suggested that a public information sign be installed that would inform 
people that the area will soon be used by wheelchairs, bikers, hikers, 
families with strollers, etc. The message should be friendly, not threatening. 
PROJECT UPDATES 
Hood River - Mosier (Roads) 
Paving and replacing the guardrail is being done on this project. There is an 
issue regarding a run of the guardrail on the Hood River Loops. The 
question is whether the guardrail should be extended into an area where it 
was never placed before. Hood River Sand and Gravel quarried the hillside 
below the road in theis area and this has created the need for additional 
guardrail. James Hamrick stated that using a newer, modern-style here 
would be incompatible with the adjacent, old style guardrail. James believes 
that installing two-rail, steel-backed wooden guardrails in this area between 
the other runs of the railing is the appropriate solution. However, he believes 
that the segment should be somehow permanently marked to show that it is 
an area not noted in the 1924 milepost log of structures found along the 
HCRH. The AC unanimously approved a motion by James Hamrick that the 
AC approve the use of historic guardrail on the HCRH in the Hood River 
loops, to connect the two runs of guardrail. A permanent metal plate should 
be placed on the back, indicating that this piece is not a replication. The 
proposal for the metal plate will submitted to SHPO for approval. 
Eagle Creek - Cascade Locks 
Final inspection took place two weeks ago. Bob Hadlow and Diane McClay 
attended the final inspection. There were a few concerns to be corrected. 
Grading needs to be done around the Ruckel Creek sign because of 
loose gravel on the shoulder.  

The drinking fountain under the Bridge of the Gods has been damaged. 
Repair will need to be done and the fountain will need to be protected from 
further damage. Wheelchair access is also needed.  

Jeffery Plummer asked about the Ruckel Creek Bridge railing. A USDA 
Forest Service mason will repair the surviving railing fragment and 
reconstruct the portion that is missing.  

John asked about the picnic area by Ruckel Creek Bridge. ODOT and the 
US Forest Service could not agree on vehicle access. No funding is currently 
available to pursue this proposal. 
National Historic Landmark Nomination 
Bob Hadlow received a letter from John Sprinkle, National Park Service, 
stating they like the nomination and have decided on the boundaries for the 
nomination. Bob read the letter to the AC. The boundaries selected for the 
nomination include Troutdale to Warrendale, Toothrock to past Ruckel 
Creek, and the Hood River-The Dalles portions. Bob believes that their 



decision was good. 
Toothrock Tunnel Lighting 
Toothrock Tunnel lighting project is under contract with Tice Electric. Earl 
Mershon, ODOT, will be the project manager. Construction will start 
in July. The lighting will be similar to the design of the lighting in the Arch 
Cape Tunnel. During the construction the tunnel will be lighted round the 
clock for safety. Bill Pattison suggested that a press release informing the 
public of the lighting project might be a good idea. The tunnel will 
be included in the HCRH's National Historic Landmark Nomination. 
Starvation Creek to Viento 
This project will design improvements to provide bicycle and wheelchair 
accessibility. The request for proposals for the design for the project will 
close the end of July. 
HCRH Interpretive Sites and Signs 
The Request for Proposals, for additional interpretive sites and signs will be 
advertised by mid-August. The proposal will also be on the internet. Bob 
Hadlow will be the contact for this project. 
HCRH Interpretive Brochure 
InHouse Graphics was selected to prepare the brochure. Joyce White will be 
doing the writing. A meeting has been scheduled for July 14 at the Region 1 
Flanders building to discuss the important points and types of maps that will 
be included in the brochure. The target date for completion is the end of 
September. 
Millennium Trails Nominations 
The are three levels of Millennium trails. 
1. Twelve National Millennium trails 
2. 52 Legacy Millennium trails 
3. 2,000 Millennium trails  

The HCRH did not receive the National designation. Sixteen National trails 
were chosen. Lewis & Clark trail was selected as a National Millennium 
trail, according to a press release. HCRH has been submitted as a potential 
Legacy Millennium trail. 
ACTIVITY STATUS REPORTS 
ODOT 
Ken Nogowski, Cascade Locks Maintenance, reported that the new masonry 
railing on the Eagle Creek Viaduct is being cleaned, colored and antiqued to 
blend in the with the area. Color is also being applied to the repairs to the 
railing on the old Oneonta Creek Bridge. Sweeping on the HCRH is being 
done today and mowing will continue. The hand trimming of trees is in 
progress on the east side of Multnomah Falls.  



The bridge crew is working on the second half of the railing on the Moffett 
Creek Bridge. The crew will be filling the gutters along the figure 8 loops 
that are too low relative to the pavement elevation and installing a small 
culvert. Jeanette noted that FHWA is planning to raise the gutters. Any work 
done now should not make this more difficult or expensive. Jon commented 
on how much better the railing on the Eagle Creek Viaduct looked. Muric 
acid was used to blacken the new railing.  

Sam Wilkins, District 9, reported that paving has been completed on 
handicap parking at the East Trailhead. Signing will be done soon. Paving 
was also completed on a bike/pedestrian trail from the East Trailhead to the 
gate on the HCRH.  

Cleaning ditches and trimming brush is being done between Mosier and 
Rowena Overlook.  

Sam received a call from a citizen who is concerned about trees hiding the 
view of the river and Gorge from I-84. A study is underway to make a 
determination of which trees and how many trees can be trimmed along I-
84.  

John asked about the so-called shooting range pit. Dan Boldt is looking at 
a location 7-mile hill for a shooting range. Sam stated that Dale Young is 
interested in acquiring the pit area. 
OPRD 
Kevin Price reported that the maintenance crews are doing bush trimming at 
Portland Women's Forum State Scenic Viewpoint to improve views of the 
Gorge.  

Restoration at Vista House is continuing with work being done on the 
balcony. The plaques have also been polished at the Vista House.  

The water line at Latourell Falls broke and needs to be repaired.  

The first Columbia Classic Walk and Run will be held July 27 from 9:00 
p.m. to midnight. The participants will meet at Rooster Rock and be bussed 
to Portland Women's Forum (runners) and Latourell Falls (walkers). The 
finish point is Multnomah Falls.  

Multnomah County and the US Forest Service are battling the worst season 
for mosquitoes. Kevin reported that mosquitoes can travel 20 miles. OPRD 
has set up a mosquito tent at Ainsworth. Multnomah County would like to 
see all agencies work together to solve this problem. Wasco County could 
not use spray used previous this year for the mosquitoes because of salmon 



issues.  
USDA - Forest Service 
Tom Turck reported that the trail to the top of Multnomah Falls is now open. 
Temporary handicap ramps will be used at Multnomah Falls until permanent 
ones can be built. A permanent ramp will cost a 1/2 million dollars. 
The Forest Service has applied for funding for the permanent ramp. The 
sewer project at Multnomah Falls will be completed by August 1.  

The shed at the old City of Hood River dump will be demolished in two to 
three weeks by the city. 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS 
Jeanette has received an astounding amount of development reviews this 
month. Only one review, (John Bloomster) affected the HCRH. 
MEMBERS ISSUES 
Jeffery asked if anything was going on at Starvation Creek. There is nothing 
happening at this time. He also asked about the old Bonneville train station. 
Jeanette, Jack Wiles and James Hamrick had stopped by to see the building, 
but the owners were not home so they did not have an opportunity to 
see inside.  

Bob Hadlow is giving a tour of the Gorge on July 14 and again on August 
11. 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION 
Thursday, September 9, 1999 
Hood River 

 


