Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting

MINUTES

October 18, 2007
Hood River Library
Hood River, Oregon

Members Attending:  Marc Berry, James Hamrick, Wayne Stewart, Bill

Pattison, John Potter, Jerry Igo, Ernest Drapela, Scott

West, Christine Curran, Rich Watanabe

Kristen Stallman, Robert Hadlow, Ellen Dennis,

Magnus Bernhardt, Sarah Chapin

Others Attending;: Diana Ross, George Fekaris, Jeanette Kloos, David
Sell, Ed Lewis , Kate McBride

HCRH AC Staff:

Site Visit

Aubrey Russell and Kate McBride met the committee at the Baumann Property,
which the Columbia River Foundation recently purchased. They are hoping to
sell the property to Oregon Parks and Recreation Department. The property has
excellent recreational opportunities, with a beach and a sail boarding area.
Access across the railroad line provides a challenge. An undercrossing would be
necessary.

Call to Order
William Pattison, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:30 A.M.. Minutes
approved as written.

Public Comment
No public comments. The Advisory Committee had no additions to the agenda.

Recognition of James Hamrick

Bill Pattison recognized James Hamrick for his 17 years of service on the HCRH
Advisory Committee. Bill briefly chronicled all the work that has taken place
during the James’ tenure on the committee. Kevin Price thanked James for his
involvement. He was thankful to have worked with James on several capacities.
He explained that James truly cares about the highway. Diana Ross noted that
the committee always knew where James stood on particular issues. Art Carroll



Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting
October 18, 2007

Hood River

Page 2

described James as a “straight arrow.” Sometimes we may not have liked the
answer we got but the answer was always clear. James is truly irreplaceable.
Bill presented a couple of gifts to James from the committee, a certificate and a
framed picture.

Mitchell Point to Hood River Overview

Kate McBride described the Baumann Property to the committee. The 52-acre
site is located north of Interstate 84 and south of the Columbia River, near
Ruthton Point. An orchard has been removed as it was not cared for over the
years. The site has large forested sections on both the east and west sides of the
property. ODOT and the Oregon Department of Forestry own most of the
neighboring properties. A couple of small parcel along the shore are in private
hands, however, the owners have expressed and interest in getting that land into
public ownership. The Foundation is working with OPRD on this front.

Kristen provided a quick update on the upcoming Design Workshop. ODOT is
partnering with the Friends of the Historic Highway to host a design workshop.
The AC has invited 25 consulting engineers and ODOT staff to Hood River to
take close-up look at the challenges presented by the Hood River to Mitchell
Point section of trail. As the committee is aware, this section of trail will need to
traverse steep slopes north of Interstate 84 and figure out a way through or
around Mitchell Point. Interest in the project has been great. The overriding
theme of the day is, “What would Lancaster do?” Kristen then reviewed the
agenda for the day and invite HCRH Advisory Committee members to
participate in the design workshop from 1 P.M. to 3 P.M. at the Hood River Inn.

Jeanette Kloos described a field trip that the Friends of the Historic Highway
organized for the following Saturday. A group of consultants are going out on
Saturday to ground truth the other sections of trial. 4 different groups of
consultants will join her and Wayne along with a PSU engineering professor and
two students. The group will be looking at alternatives to the year 2000
reconnaissance study. Congressman DeFazio has challenged us to develop a
feasible alternative in the next five to six months. Jeanette, with the assistance of
this consulting team, is looking to develop a range of options and cost estimates
for each of the remaining sections of trail. The firms have been willing to donate
their time. The actually logistics of the donation process still needs to be figured
out.
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John Potter and Kristen Stallman prepared an application for Forest Highway
Enhancement funds to develop Mitchell Point as per the Brian Bainnson plans
prepared last spring. The proposal includes a trail around Mitchell Point and the
extension of the trail to west along an existing segment of pavement. The
proposal also includes funds to conduct a tunnel feasibility study.

Wayne Stewart described some of his recent research on tunnels to the
committee. Wayne has been become aware of some new tunnel technology used
to construct wine storage. Wineries are building caves for wine storage. He has
been discussing this proposal with a consulting firm which specializes in this
technology. The consultant is actually very familiar with the Columbia River
Gorge as he did his graduate thesis on Columbia River Basalt. The consultants
are Condor Engineers from California. Locally

Missing Links

Kristen introduced Sarah Chapin to the committee. She is a graduate student in
landscape architecture at the University of Oregon. Kristen explained that Sarah
will be studying the HCRH as her thesis project. She hopes to help ODOT and
HCRH Advisory Committee identify priority trail segments for suitable for
construction in both the near and long term.

The project has two components. Sarah plans to create a GIS data base that will
include various air photos of the highway from different years. Sarah has
obtained 1930 air photo of the Gorge that identify the highway’s location. She
also has air photos from the 1970s and the present day. Additionally she has
incorporated data from a 1929 Metsker’s map survey. These maps identify
useful information such as land ownership and public buildings.

Sarah will also look at the each individual segment. She will establish a scoring
matrix where she will rate different aspects of the highway as it related to the
proposed trail development between Wyeth and Hood River —the missing link.

World Road Congress Presentation

Robert Hadlow presented a PowerPoint slide show that he gave at the 23rd
World Road Congress in Paris on September 19th. His was one of 16
presentations addressing historic of road building over the last 100 years. Bob
explained that his paper was condensed version of the presentation that he
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developed with George Fekaris and Dave Sell on the HCRH's construction and
restoration. Of interest here was the connection between the first International
Road Congress in 1908, in Paris, and the HCRH. Samuel Hill and Samuel
Lancaster were delegates to that meeting and also toured roads throughout
Europe. What they learned about roads on their trip inspired them to design and
build the HCRH.

HCRH Update Spotlight

Moffett Creek to McCord Creek Update

Wayne Stewart provided a quick overview of the recent developments associated
with the proposed trail connection between McCord and Moffett Creeks.
ODOT’s Bridge Delivery Unit and consultants provided Kristen with survey
information for the area around the Moffett Creek bridges. This survey includes
a 60-foot strip paralleling Interstate 84 that widens out a bit around Moffett
Creek. Wayne described that there is approximately an 80-to-100-foot change in
elevation from under the east bound bridge to the highway level. One option is
to bring the trail under the westbound bridge at the 107-foot elevation. Using the
5 percent grade standard and a complete circle ramp would bring the road to the
Interstate 84 level (150-foot elevation), where it would parallel the freeway
shoulder for before peeling away to an alignment that has been flagged in the
tield. Additional survey information is still required between Moffett Creek and
McCord Creek.

Kristen explained that she learned at a recent Interstate 84 Corridor Strategy
Meeting that ODOT’s bridge proposed bridge replacement project at Moffett
Creek will shift Interstate 84 to the south, where the AC is proposed to locate the
State Trail connection. The HCRH Advisory Committee will need to work closely
with this project to reserve a corridor for the trail. Wayne , Kristen, David Kim
and Rich Watanabe will meet with the those who are developing the freeway
bridge project to let them know about the Advisory Committee’s commitment to
this trail alignment.

Spotlighting the HCRH Update

Wayne Stewart described recent efforts to update the HCRH Communication
Strategy. Two years ago Wayne and Jeanette made presentations to the Oregon
Transportation Commission, the Oregon Parks Commission and the Oregon
Tourism Commission. Wayne requested additional funding for the HCRH and
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support. The transportation and parks commissions were non-committal saying
that they have more requests for funds than what they have available. The
Tourism Commission, however, was quite enthusiastic. It has become clear that
the AC and will need to demonstrate that there is great community support for
the HCRH projects. Members have been working with ODOT staff on this issue.

In the interim, Scott West provided the HCRH Advisory Committee access to
make presentations to local “influencers” to build support. The plan identifies
our target audiences. Phase Il is to generate support from the influencers.

One concept is an event showcasing the highway. Additionally staff will be
developing the props for a campaign. HCRH Advisory Committee Members
will be asked to make presentations to local “influencers” to build support for
this project. The props include key messages, a fact sheet with map, and a
PowerPoint presentation. At present, a subcommittee is working on the key
messages.

Scott West explained that this effort from a campaign perspective is a proven
way to gather support for a project. Scott has visited with Congressman DeFazio
3 times in last few months. Every time the Congressman mentions the Highway.
It is on his radar. However, he is asking how can make restoration/reconnection
less expensive? If we want our message to resonate it must include how we are
going to do it for less money. Peter DeFazio will be holding hearings on the
reauthorization of transportation bill. He wants to get it moving - so must not
delay.

If this event is in spring then the work to build to it must start now. Bob’s
presentation would/could/should be one of the tools used to create awareness.

Art Carroll is concerned that the HCRH project is competing for the money
during a time of war. He explained that a major part of buying credibility is also
buying interest in the project. Bob’s presentation does that. It would be hard to
not feel guilty defending decision to spend money on Mitchell Point to Hood
River.

James Hamrick reminded the committee that the executive summary was
intended to be a lobbying piece and it hasn’t been very widely circulated. Both
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ODOT and OPRD were supposed to use it to educate Oregon Legislature. We
should use this document as part of this campaign.

Several members believe that the committee needs to stay focused and prepare a
simple message that the public will hear over and over.

Staff updates

Kristen introduced Magnus Bernhardt, a landscape architect with ODOT who is
working with the AC on several projects. Magnus gave a PowerPoint
presentation on plans to develop a sliver of land adjacent the interpretive sign
location on the HCRH in Mosier. In addition to the sign, and bike rack, some
Mosier residents would like to have a kiosk at this location. Magnus and Kristen,
along with Sam Wilkins from ODOT, Russ Richards form OPRD, and Jerry Igo
and Marc Berry from the AC, viewed the site and spoke with Kathy Fitzpatrick,
from Mosier, about this option.

Magnus explained the site is not very inviting. It could become a place where
visitors stop to orient themselves. It needs some basic features—delineated
parking, water fountain, a place to sit.

One concern is that the site was once a gas station. Therefore, there may be clean
up involved if there is any ground disturbance because of the possibility of soil
there that is contaminated with fuel. Magnus explained that he wanted to give
the city of Mosier some ideas and work with them to develop a plan for the site.

Stevenson Property

Kristen provided a brief update on the Stevenson Property (the former Meredith
Motel site in Hood River). She is working with the developer and the county to
draft a memorandum of understanding which will detail the land transactions.

Wahkeena and Multnomah Falls Access
The USDA Forest Service—Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area
applications to Forest Highway Enhancement Fund through the WFLHD.

HCRH State Trail from Viento to Starvation Creek
ODOT has submitted the National Scenic Area development review to Hood
River County Planning. Construction is scheduled for next summer.



Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting
October 18, 2007

Hood River

Page 7

General Updates

Jeanette Kloos, FHCRH:

The FHCRH had a booth at the Edgefield concerts this past summer. The
display was also available at the Hood River Vintage Auto Show which was
coordinated by the Hood River Historic Museum. The vehicles participated in a
parade up to the Twin Tunnels and back. Jeanette also brought the display to the
Salmon Festival at Oxbow Park. The display is continuing to be used at many
venues. The FHCRH are working to generate interest and enthusiasm for the
highway. The FHCRH are also raising funds to complete the feasibility study for
the Mitchell Point tunnel.

Kevin Price, OPRD:

The campgrounds are closing. October 28th was the last night of camping.
Kevin then distributed pictures of the rebuilt masonry parapet wall at Vista
House. The new grout lines will be darkened to better blend with the older
grout. OPRD will be doing interviews for a new ranger for the HCRH State Trail
shortly. Staff participated in an inspection of the catchments structure. OPRD is
working with the Caswell gallery to replace the bronze plaques stolen from Guy
Talbot State Park and Portland Women’s Forum State Scenic Viewpoint. OPRD
is also working with the contractor to make the plaques more difficult to steal in
the future. Lewis and Clark State Park restroom was vandalized.

George Fekaris, FHWA —WFLHD

The Oneonta tunnel project contract will be canceled. Remaining work will be
re-bid in springtime. George made a pitch for historic road conference which will
be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in September 2008. This is 10th
anniversary of the first biennial conference, which was in Hollywood, CA, in
1998. FHWA has put out a call for projects. The HCRH parking lot at Mitchell
Point was proposed. The Tri-Agency Commission will finalize the list next

spring.

Larry Olson ODOT Dist 2C.

Larry’s staff went cleaned the HCRH gutters with vacuum truck. This did a very
good job of removing smaller debris. Larry received a $50,000 grant to use
emerging small business funds to paint guardrail. HCRH was paved in the
Troutdale area. His crews removed a rock slope protection mat just west of
Multnomah Falls that was no longer needed. ODOT installed it and a slope rock
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protection fence near Benson lake about ten years ago because of rock fall
hazards after the forest fire of the 1990s. Kristen and Sara recently met with
Larry’s crew to promote stewardship of highway. Weight restricted signs on the
bridges (Latourell and Shepperds’ Dell) will be removed. Larry recently rode his
bicycle on HCRH between Hood River and Mosier w/friends from Kansas. His
guests were truly impressed with the facility and with number of people using
the trail.

Bob Hadlow

Several weeks ago someone stole the brass Rotary Club wheel or cog that was
artwork at Horsetail Falls. Originally, it had been the centerpiece of a fountain at
Wahkeena Falls. The Portland Rotary Club installed it there in 1916 to honor
folks who had promoted the HCRH's construction. Troutdale police arrested an
individual in a stolen pickup and the brass piece in the bed. The sculpture
received some damage to the base. The Forest Service plans to repair the cog and
reinstall it at Horsetail Falls.

Committee Roundtable

Bill Pattison welcomed Christine Curran to the AC. Chrissy explained that she
was struck by the committee’s passion for the highway. She is a native
Oregonian with a passion for history. Chrissy explained that she is looking for
way to continue James’ guidance and shares his passion for this resource. Scott
West explained that he is happy to be back working with the committee. He
explained that opportunity to complete the highway is fascinating. Marc Berry
thanked Magnus for his work in Mosier. Wayne asked about getting coffee for
these meetings. Ernie asked if any other committee member would be attending
the Columbia Gorge Future Forum on October 29. Ernie agreed to bring back
results to the committee. John Potter has some space. Kristen and Jeanette
agreed to bring the display. Jerry asked about the committee’s plan for weed
control. John Potter was impressed with Bob’s presentation. Bill asked for an
update on the Shooting Range Pit. Art agreed to call Jurgen Hess to see if he has
any interest in developing a design for it.

Meeting adjourned at 2:15 P.M.



