Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting

MINUTES

December 4, 2008
Auditorium Building Training Room

Bonneville Dam, Oregon

Members Attending: = William Pattison, chair; Wayne Stewart, vice-chair;
Marc Berry; Jerry Igo; Arthur Carroll; Jenn Cairo;
Ernie Drapela; and Rich Watanabe

HCRH AC Staff: Robert Hadlow and Mary Young

Others Attending;: Kevin Gorman, Gary Brannan, Kevin Price, Sam
Wilkins, Diana L. Ross, Dick Weber, Glenn Littrell,
and Matt Joerin

Call to Order

William Pattison, chair, called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M.

Minutes from the October 16 Meeting

The Advisory Committee approved the minutes from the October 16 meeting
with a few corrections. Art Carroll liked the minutes and stated that they
captured many actions for which folks were responsible. He wanted to make
sure that today the AC reviewed all the commitments noted in the October
meeting minutes. Kevin Gorman clarified a statement in the minutes by stating
that the Friends of the Columbia Gorge were interested in working with the AC
to find an appropriate and understated way to honor Nancy Russell. Kevin Price
noted that Vista House hours are 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., not 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

On November 24, Jeanette Kloos emailed Robert Hadlow a few corrections to the
October meeting minutes. She noted that the National Park Service was the lead
agency on the Fort-to-the-Sea Trail project, although there were other
participating agencies. Also, she will be making a presentation on the HCRH to
the Portland Women’s Forum in March 2009; her presentation to the Daughters
of the American Revolution has already taken place.

Public Comment and Non-Agenda Items
There were no public comments.
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Rich Watanabe addressed the guidance that ODOT has received from the Oregon
Department of Justice regarding pro bono work (a follow-up to the discussion at
the October meeting). He made two points: First, the Attorney General's office
is concerned about whether those doing pro bono work on behalf of the state have
appropriate liability insurance to indemnify the state. Second, the Attorney
General’s office wants those who complete pro bono work to understand that they
may not be able to bid on later work on the same project. However, Wayne
Stewart cited the Fort-to-the-Sea Trail Project as a good example of pro bono work
from beginning to end. He was concerned about the limits.

Rich noted that one way to avoid the issue was to keep the rest of the
preliminary engineering on a project that comes after the pro bono work in house
at ODOT. Wayne still had concerns about inaction on the part of ODOT. Jenn
Cairo agreed to check in with the head engineer at the Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department regarding the question of pro bono work. Wayne noted
that there are also instances where one firm completes the early work on a
project and the remaining work is bid on a separate competitive contract. Marc
Berry sees the current Department of Justice position as being very restrictive.
Rich will revisit the issue with the Attorney General’s office, using Wayne’s
example noted here. Art would like the HCRH AC to get more aggressive. He
sees some urgency to the matter. He would like to create a subcommittee of the
AC to work with Rich on the pro bono issue so that the volunteers can complete
concept plans for the Warrendale to Moffett Creek Project. Art, Jenn, and Wayne
agreed to work with Rich to move this issue along.

Geotechnical Evaluation — Tunneling through Mitchell Point

Gary Brannan reported that the Friends of the Historic Columbia River Highway
contracted with the consulting firm known as GRI to complete a geotechnical
evaluation for tunneling through Mitchell Point for the HCRH State Trail. GRI
looked at a half-tunnel, where the original Mitchell Point Tunnel once was, but
the blast in 1966 that destroyed the tunnel had fractured the rock at the face so
much that this option became impracticable. A full tunnel became the preferred
alternative. The best location in the rock formation of Mitchell Point will dictate
the alignment. Wayne noted that the FHCRH covered the costs for the GRI
study with private money, totaling $20,000. Jerry sees the new tunnel as a world-
class feature. Art Carroll would like to see some documentation on the options
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considered and why the one addressed in the report is preferred. Gary will ask
Jeanette to prepare some text for the report that addresses other alternatives.

Prioritization of the HCRH State Trail Projects

Wayne Stewart reported that Congressman Peter DeFazio’s staff would like to
hear from the HCRH AC and the FHCRH on more that the first three priorities in
the HCRH State Trail reconnection strategy. They suggested that the AC and the
Friends prepare a new letter, not to exceed two pages, that addresses all seven
priorities—these would include the six priorities in the Mile Post 2016 document
and the Eagle Creek Ramp (#1A). Wayne provided a draft letter for the AC’s
consideration. He also sees the need to rework the Mile Post 2016 document to
address typographical errors, improve graphics, and add in the Eagle Creek
Ramp project.

Jerry Igo believes that the letter shows good judgment, but sees the Eagle Creek
Ramp as the lowest priority and would like to shift the request for the ramp to
the Mitchell Point segment. Art Carroll does not see the Eagle Creek Ramp as
being in the same class as the others.

Ernie Drapela believes that the letter should mention the pro bono work
opportunities. He also wants the Eagle Creek Ramp to stay in the package. He
sees a responsibility to make the HCRH State Trail accessible.

Marc Berry wants the letter to mention the fact that funds for these projects
would create non-exportable jobs. Also, he would like to see the table in the
draft letter moved to page one.

Rich Watanabe wondered whether the dollar figures were inflated out for
construction years. Jerry acknowledges that the Eagle Creek staircase functions
now, but a ramp would work much better. Bill Pattison does not want the Eagle
Creek staircase to be a deterrent or obstacle to future funding. Jenn Cairo
suggested that the AC discuss the Eagle Creek Ramp project with the
Congressman’s staff before sending the letter.

Gary Brannan stated that the FHCRH likes the letter and has suggestions for a
few minor changes. Artechoed Ernie’s views that potential pro bono work is
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important to demonstrate that fiscal restraint is included in the finance strategy
for these projects.

Jerry moved to adopt the letter, with some modifications and send it to
Congressman DeFazio. The motion passed. Wayne will work with Robert
Hadlow to finalize the letter.

HCRH Wayfinding Enhancement Project—Scenic Byway Sign

Wayne Stewart and Robert Hadlow updated the AC on the scenic byway sign
component of the HCRH Wayfinding Enhancement Project that ODOT is
developing. Wayne and Teresa Kasner, who created the artwork that is on the
current HCRH keystone sign, worked with ODOT sign designers in Salem to
develop three options for an Oregon Scenic Byway sign. Wayne and Robert
presented the three designs to the AC.

The first design uses the standard Oregon Scenic Byway sign template, which
has a rectangular white field trimmed in blue and a blue chevron-shaped bottom
section. The brown and white HCRH keystone artwork is placed in the white
tield. The words “Oregon Scenic Byway,” in white, are placed in the bottom
chevron section.

The second design for the sign has the same basic form as the first one, but it also
echoes the shapes and colors found in the Graphic Signing System for the
National Scenic Area. This sign has a segmental arched top instead of the flat
top. It has a field color of green with a band of tan piping and a band of brown
piping on the edge. The chevron at the bottom has the same color combination
as the main part of the sign. The brown and white keystone logo fits within the
top section. The words “Oregon Scenic Byway,” in white, are placed in the
chevron section.

The third design is very similar to the second design. It has the same general
shapes and colors, but does not have the outer band of brown piping. In
addition, the chevron-shaped bottom section is detached and hung separately
below the main sign on the same post. See attached exhibits showing the three
sign proposals.
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The AC did not take any formal action on the sign, but members generally
preferred the second sign design noted above. Wayne would like to see a
variation of the sign created for use on the HCRH State Trail. It would substitute
“State Trail” for “Oregon Scenic Byway” and be of a reduced size, for
pedestrians. There is also a need to coordinate with the Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department regarding sign locations at trailheads. Diana Ross, from
the USDA Forest Service—Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, thought
that the second sign design noted above was acceptable, but also noted that the
greater HCRH Wayfinding Project should avoid sign pollution along the
highway.

Updates
HCRH DVD Presentation
Robert Hadlow reported that he had contacted Ted Burney, ODOT
videographer, about a shortened version of the HCRH DVD. Ted is
working on the product and expects to have it ready early this spring.

Interstate 84: HCRH at Viento

Robert Hadlow reported that Interstate 84: HCRH at Viento Project has
gone out to bid. ODOT has not yet given the project’s contractor the
notice to proceed. This should happen any day now. ODOT’s The Dalles
construction office will be managing this project. In the meantime, tree
cutting has already taken place to avoid the migratory bird nesting season
next spring.

Cascade Hatchery Project

Robert Hadlow reported that the USDA Forest Service—Columbia River
Gorge National Scenic Area is planning to undertake a minor project at
the Cascade Hatchery. It would involve pouring a concrete pad next to
the hatchery manager’s house for a camp host site for Eagle Creek
Campground, pave a turnout for trucks on the north side of the
compound, add netting over 15 fish runs to reduce bird predation, and
remove a maple tree from between the two upper houses on the
compound. The project would also remove accumulated gravels from the
hatchery’s water intake area, 2,900 feet upstream on Eagle Creek. A
portion of the HCRH is nearby. The highway, the Eagle Creek Bridge,
and the Eagle Creek Campground, which is adjacent to the highway, are
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all contributing features of the Columbia River Highway National Historic
Landmark District. Nevertheless, this is a minor project and the Forest
Service submitted to the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office for
concurrence a Section 106 “Finding of No Historic Properties Affected.”

Oneonta Tunnel Project

Rich Watanabe reported that the Oneonta Tunnel Project is on schedule
for completion by the end of the year. The roadway and parking lot are
paved. The contractor is now installing the timber lining. A dedication
will be held in March 2009, in coordination with the FHCRH.

HCRH Wayfinding Enhancement Project

Robert Hadlow reported that a sign designer in ODOT’s Region 1 office
and others in Salem continue to work on the overall HCRH Wayfinding
Enhancement Project. This is in addition to the work that Wayne Stewart
and Teresa Kasner completed with designers in Salem on the HCRH
scenic byway signs (mentioned above).

Chenoweth Restoration Project

Sam Wilkins reported that ODOT has forwarded its Scenic Area permit
application for the Chenoweth Restoration Project to the Wasco County
Planning and Development. Brian Bainnson will complete construction
documents. During the course of developing this project, ODOT found
that the site was quite contaminated with lead. ODOT and the Oregon
Department of Environmental Quality are looking at the need to mitigate.
There is some money available within ODOT for cleaning up lead
contamination. In addition, the project will cost about $70,000. If funds
are available, construction can begin in the fall. Planning would take
place in December 2009. Gary Brannan stated that the FHCRH may be
willing to contribute to fund construction and installation of a fence and
gate as part of the project. This would cost about $20,000, and they may
be able to cover about $15,000.

Friends of the Historic Columbia River Highway

Gary Brannan reported that the Friends would like to have another tour of
the HCRH, this spring, likely on April 18. It would run from Cascade
Locks to The Dalles. The Friends hope that it will be as successful as the
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tour this fall along the highway section from Troutdale to Dodson. Here,
again, there are many learning opportunities for participants, including
the wildflowers found along the highway.

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department

Kevin Price reported that OPRD would like to have a annual 4th of July
antique car event on the Hood River to Mosier segment of the HCRH State
Trail. It would take place the same weekend every year.

OPRD made some temporary fixes to the failing concrete steps at
Shepperds Dell. It will make a permanent fix next spring. Kevin is
hearing about more conflicts between kite boarders and wind surfers. The
kite ropes are the problem.

Kevin has finally staffed up with two new park rangers in the Gorge. He
hopes to introduce them to the AC at future meetings. He updated the
AC on several items: OPRD is in ongoing discussions with the Oregon
Marine Board about needed work on the boat ramps at Rooster Rock. Red
and green bulbs are now installed in the Crown Point Viaduct light
fixtures for the holiday season. OPRD plans to improve the gravel
parking lots at the Jordan Road interchange as part of the Sandy River
Connection—Gateway to the Gorge initiative.

OPRD will be installing “Rules of the Road” signs at the trailheads for the
Hood River-to-Mosier section of the HCRH State Trail. The agency’s
Salem sign folks see this as an educational opportunity. Finally, Kevin
thanked ODOT maintenance crews for hauling out the debris from the

Tanner Creek slide on the HCRH State Trail.

ODOT Maintenance Districts 2C and 9
Sam Wilkins had no issues or concerns in District 9. He also reported that
Larry Olson had no concerns at this time in District 2C.

USDA Forest Service— Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area
Diana Ross reported that the Forest Service will be installing a wooden
historic-style US Forest Service shield on a masonry base along the HCRH
near Wahkeena Falls. It will replace one that was installed as part of the
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HCRH gutter project two years ago. Somehow, the original shield sign
was destroyed. Diana also reported that Cascade Locks has a grant to
develop a mountain bike trail system She would like to explore some
coordination among ODOT, the Forest Service, and Cascade Locks.

Diana has some concerns about the initiative for the HCRH reconnection
strategy. She sees some possible contradictions between recreation and
reconnection. She believes that the objective should be that the original
route is maintained. This should drive the analysis. At Mitchell Point, she
believes that those who are developing the project should take to heart the
US Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties.

Federal Highway Administration—Western Federal Lands Highway
Division

Matt Joerin reported that the WFLHD has submitted a request for federal
economic stimulus money for restoring the Crown Point Viaduct

HCRH AC Roundtable
Marc Berry had no comments.

Wayne Stewart believes that the AC needs to move forward with the
Warrendale to Moffett Creek Project.

Ernie Drapela reminded AC members that the HCRH DVD is still available for
them to present to interested groups.

Art Carroll would like ODOT to work sooner rather than later to resolve right-
of-way concerns with the Union Pacific Railroad on the Warrendale to Moffett
Creek Project.

Rich Watanabe will look at funding sources to reprint the HCRH brochure.

Jerry Igo is excited about the Mitchell Point project.

Bill Pattison is concerned about the dead landscaping at the parking lot at the
Oregon 35/HCRH junction in Hood River. Trees and other vegetation were
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planted there as part of the HCRH Sites and Signs Project last year, but they have
since failed. Robert Hadlow will contact the ODOT project manager’s office that
oversaw the construction and inquire about the plant establishment period
language in the project specifications.

Bill reminded AC members to copy each other when emailing other members
about historic highway issues.

Adjourn
The meeting ended. The next HCRH AC meeting will be on March 5, 2009, in the
Auditorium Building Training Room at Bonneville Dam.
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