
- The Oneonta Tunnel  

U sage of the highway changed dramatically by the 1930s, with significantly more and 
larger vehicles.  Lancaster and others began discussing a new, water grade route that 

would be straighter and flatter, while leaving the original route as scenic loops.  This 
transformation began with the construction of Bonneville Dam.  Between 1935 and 1938 the 
section between the Dam and Cascade Locks was relocated and the old highway left for future 
use as a trail.  Progress on the new facility continued through the 1950s, abandoning pieces of 
the highway between Warrendale and Mosier, including closure of the Mitchell Point Tunnel and 
Mosier Twin Tunnels.  After the creation of the Interstate system of highways, the water grade 
route was expanded from two lanes to four lanes, causing some additional damage to the 
original highway, including the elimination of the Mitchell Point Tunnel.  
By 1981, much of the historic highway had been forgotten between Warrendale and Mosier, 
with the remaining pieces that were open to motor vehicle traffic known by five different 
highway names: Crown Point Highway, Cascade Locks Highway, Mt. Hood Highway (in Hood 
River), Old Columbia River Highway Drive and Mosier-The Dalles Highway. 

Many of the road's features, including bridge 
railings, rock walls, retaining walls and pavement 

fell into disrepair, even on the portions of the 
highway that remained open to traffic.  In 1982, 

the HCRH bridge over the Hood River (see 
photo right), the longest bridge on the 

highway, was destroyed.  People reacted-if the 
longest bridge can be removed, will not the 

whole highway be destroyed, piece-by-piece?  

The Friends of the Columbia Gorge and the Historic Preservation League of Oregon (HPLO) 
advocated for a different solution.  With their urging, first, the highway was designated as a 
historic district, listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  Then Congress included a 
provision in the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act that ODOT must prepare a 

plan for the HCRH.  Once a committee developed a plan, Richard Ross (HPLO) did not want 
to see this plan sit on a shelf.  He proposed legislation, which was passed unanimously by 

the Oregon Legislature in 1987 that created an Advisory Committee to implement the plan.

The demolition of the Hood River Bridge in 1982 galvanized support for saving 
the remainder of the Highway. The first step in the process was listing the 
highway in the National Register of Historic Places on December 12, 1983, with 
the document "Columbia River Highway Historic District-Nomination of the Old 
Columbia River Highway in the Columbia River Gorge to the National Register of 
Historic Places" by Dwight Smith, Oregon Department of Transportation. 

Much of the remaining 
remnants of the old highway 
have been utilized as a rock 
catchment area for I-84

Above and at left: The original highway railings and rubble masonry 
parapet walls have deteriorated and require restoration.  These are 
photographs of the Ruthton Point area prior to the renovations that have 
been completed in that section of the State Trail.

Below and below left: These are photographs of the 
Ruthton Point area prior to the renovations that have been 

completed in that section of the State Trail.

Many of the original viaducts and bridges have fallen 
into disrepair requiring; in some cases, major renovations 

and others replacement of the structure.  The 
photograph at right is the old Eagle Creek Viaduct

In many locations the old highway is overgrown with 
vegetation and the pavement is barely viable in some 
areas.  Above is a photograph that was taken within the 
Eagle Creek to Cascade Locks section of the State Trail and 
at left a photograph taken near Toothrock.

A view of the deterioration 
of the rubble masonry 
parapet walls on the 
Ruckle Creek Bridge.  

Prior to restoration, the railing in the Toothrock (above) and Ruthton 
Point (below) Viaducts showed marked deterioration.  

The losses over time...    
1954-The west portal of the 
Mosier Twin Tunnels 
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