Bridge wins national award and kudos from community

The Portland & Western (L Street) Bridge in Columbia City, a federally and locally funded project, is an award-winning bridge. Located in Columbia City in Columbia County in the northwest corner of Region 1, the bridge won the 2007 Pre-stressed Concrete Industry  award for “design excellence in pre-cast concrete design for structures built across North America” in the “Best Bridge with Spans Less than 75 Feet” category.

The original timber Portland & Western Bridge was too narrow, too close to the railroad tracks below, had load restrictions and was in need of significant repair. Columbia City used the ODOT Local Government Section’s contract to secure OBEC Consulting Engineers, a Eugene company, to design and oversee construction of the new bridge. Weaver Construction Co. from La Grande was the general contractor on the job, and R. B. Johnson Company of McMinnville was the pre-caster.
As the pictures show, the change was dramatic, and the local community supported the project. One local resident, who was initially concerned about the removal of the original timber bridge described the new bridge as, “the nicest looking small bridge I have ever seen!”  


In addition to working with local governments and contractors, Local Program staff reviews projects to make sure they meet eligibility standards for federal funding awarded to local partners. 

“We have a great team here,” said Mahasti Hastings, ODOT Local Agency liaison for Columbia and Clackamas Counties. “It’s nice to see what we can accomplish together.”  
Team members on this project included:

· Guy Hakanson, OBEC project manager

· Weaver Construction Company, general contractor

· R. B. Johnson Co., pre-caster
· Leahnette Rivers, project manager, Columbia City

· Tamira Clark, ODOT Region 1 Project Services manager 

· Mahasti Hastings, ODOT Local Agency liaison for Columbia and Clackamas Counties


· Tom Weatherford, ODOT Local Agency liaison for Columbia and Multnomah Counties 
· Michael Merrigan, Senior Construction liaison, ODOT Region 1


· Michael Hunter, ODOT Region 1 Local Construction liaison 
· Tony Coleman, ODOT Region 1 Local Development liaison
· Nati Sherman, ODOT Region 1 Local Program assistant

· Matt Novak, ODOT Region 1 Local Program assistant

Nice job, Local Agency Program team!

