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Notes for filling out Part 3 Checklist

The following are “tips” and may not be all-inclusive.  Please refer to Chapter 8, “Environmental Processes”, of the Local Agency Guidelines (ODOT 2000) for further information. 
The following information includes websites and phone numbers that will help in the completion of the Part 3 Checklist.  The purpose of the checklist is to collect pertinent information that is needed to fill out the “Part 3—Project Environmental Classification”.  Both the checklist and the Classification documents should be returned to ODOT.  This document is a supplement to the checklist directions that accompany the checklist form. If the current directions are sufficient for a particular environmental factor, no further information is given in this document.

Please note that the more “NO”s marked on the checklist, the better.  The “NO”s indicate that there is no conflict between the project and environmental factors, thus further study is unwarranted.  Some of the questions are worded strangely in order to get a “NO” response.

If you have any doubt on how a project impacts the environment (i.e. information points to the possibility of wetlands being within project boundaries), than it is important that you mark "YES” on the checklist next to the appropriate question.  This “YES” indicates that further study is warranted and that a consultant should be hired to determine if the project would impact a particular environmental resource.

Air

#1 All cities within the Portland Metro Area are in the air quality non-attainment area for CO and ozone.

Archaeology

#5 Check with your Comprehensive Plan.  It should include a list of cultural resources for the City/County…. that is if you have done an inventory.

#6 This is only applicable if the project site is on federal land.  If not on federally owned land check “NO”.

#7 Major ground disturbance would include areas that are already covered with impervious surfaces or have large amounts of fill.  However, just because your project site is highly disturbed does NOT mean you don’t need an archaeological study.  Old downtown areas may include buried items from turn-of-the-century buildings/activities that have historical/archaeological significance.  Farming activities are considered MINOR ground disturbances.  If you impact farmland or land that is relatively undisturbed, you need to get an archaeologist to complete a Phase 1 Survey. 


Biology

#9 and #10 ODFW Biologist you need to contact is Jim Grimes at (503) 621-3488 for the Portland Metro area.  

#11 N/A if you are not on federal land.  

#12 contact the Oregon Natural Heritage Program @ (503) 731-3070.  Ask for a list of species within a 2-mile radius of your project area.  

#13 Look at ODFW web site (http://www.dfw.state.or.us/) and look under the “Habitat” Category.  Click on “In-water Timing Guidance”.

#14 Just because work does not occur in a stream, doesn’t mean you are not impacting a stream in your project area.  List all streams that your project crosses. Or if no crossings, list nearest stream that your project drains to (i.e. which stream/waterbody does stormwater from your project area drain to?).




Energy

#15 Will the work require detours during construction? Will it cause temporary traffic delays?  If impacts are temporary, check “no” and mention temporary impacts in the Part 3.

Geology

#16 and 17  Contact Rich Watanabe, ODOT geologist, at (503) 731-8529.


Hazmat

#18  Contact the NW regional office at (503) 229-5263.  But do # 24 and #25 first!!!

#19  Look up information using State Fire Marshall web site: http://159.121.82.250/
1. click on “Searchable Material Safety Data Sheets”

2. click on  “Hazardous Substance Incidents Search” …then search for your information.  Best to do it by zip code.

#20 Contact your local fire department and ask them about hazardous waste spills in the project area…. they either keep their own records or they pass everything on to the State Fire Marshall.

#21  Contact Jack Shepard at ODOT and ask for any records in your project area….best to describe project area using mileposts.  Jack can be reached at (503) 986-3507.

#22  No new right-of-way, typically, no problem.  If new right-of-way, see #24.

#23  Local knowledge of haz mat sites? Do be aware of any abandoned gas stations!!!!  Some of them were abandoned before the LUST program; thus they are not on the ODEQ database. 

#24  and #25 Use the “Facility Profiler” on the ODEQ web page.  This will map all haz mat sites that ODEQ is aware of….there may be some sites they are not aware of.  It will give you a list of addresses of the haz mat sites as you zoom into the project area.  If you come up with any hits, then contact ODEQ for more information (Question #18).  The web site is http://www.deq.state.or.us/wmc/

Historic

To answer these questions, driving the project area is highly suggested.  Any structure, landmark, bridge, etc…could be eligible for the National Register if it is equal to or greater than 50 years old. Obtain addresses/tax lots for suspicious sites…it will help to have exact locations when filling out the historic section.   Heritage trees or old survey trees can also be eligible for the National Register. A map of heritage trees can be found at:

http://www.rutnut.com/tic/valleyframeset.html
#26  Check your Comp Plan for inventoried historic resources.

#28 If in Washington County, contact the Washington County Historical Society at (503) 645-5353 or look on their web site (http://www.wchspa.org/).  If in other counties check with the city of Portland or with any local historical societies.  When asking historical staff be specific in the area you are interested in….it helps if you know the addresses or have pictures of the property. 

#29 and #30 Drive your project area.  If any building/landmark looks older then 50 years, check records at the County Recorders office….they will have information on when a building was erected.  You can also log on to Metro’s web site and use their mapping program.  If you click on a particular tax lot, it will give you information on the age of a building.  The web site is: http://storefront.metro-region.org/drc/  

and then click on “Metro Map”.  

Land Use Planning

Since you are the local planner, you can probably answer these questions without further guidance. 

#38 Refers to sites identified in your Comprehensive Plan….Goal 5 resources. 

#39 The Natural Resource Conservation Service has a list of soils that are considered prime farmland.  Contact your local NRCS office.  You can get a reference list from them.  Local contacts:

Clackamas NRCS
(503) 655-3144

Columbia

(503) 397-4555

Multnomah

(503) 231-2270

Washington

(503) 648-3174

#40 Contact Steve Campbell with NRCS.  He is the statewide coordinator for the Farmland Protection Policy Act…he can answer any questions you have.  Contact number is (503) 414-3009.

Noise

Self-explanatory.

Section 4(f) potential

If you are not acquiring any new right-of-way nor need any easements, you will not have any 4(f) impacts on parks, wildlife refuges, recreation areas, or historical properties/structures.  Section 4(f) applies if you “use” land (e.g. buy a sliver of a park in order to widen a highway, buy an easement on property that is associated with a historic home, limit access to a historic structure by eliminating an access/driveway).

Section 6(f)

No new right-of-way….no problem.  If you need new right-of-way or an easement from a public park (includes public school playgrounds), refuge, or recreation area contact the agency in charge of the property and determine if Land and Water Conservation Funds were used to buy the property OR IMPROVE the property (i.e. 6(f) funds were used to build the bathrooms or boat ramp or whatever).  If it is state owned property, contact Marilyn Lippincott, State Parks, at (503) 378-4168 ext. 241. If 6(f) funds were used at all on the property…there may be an issue. I suggest avoiding 6(f) issues all together.

Socioeconomics
Self explanatory

Visual

Self explanatory

Waterways and Water Quality

#67  Any wetlands or waterways identified as protected resources in your project area?

#68 and 69  Check the FEMA maps

#70  You may be impacting a water quality limited stream by adding new impervious surface and stormwater inlets that drain dirty stormwater into a creek.  To check if a stream is 303(d) listed visit the ODEQ web site: http://www.deq.state.or.us/wq/303dlist/303dpage.htm
Click on “Review the Final 1998 303(d) Database” and then begin your search.

#71 Doubtful that you will impact wells unless you are in a rural area.  If any doubts call local watermaster.  Or you can check well records on the Oregon Department of Water Resources web page: http://www.wrd.state.or.us/groundwater/index.shtml then click on GRID-WEB.  You will need tax lot information or at least the township, range, section numbers.

Clackamas (Bill Ferber)



(503) 378-8455 ext 375 

Columbia and Multnomah (Juno Pandian)
(503) 657-6811

Washington County (Darell Hedin)

(503) 846-4881.

#72  This will come out of your Part 1 and Part 2.

#73  This question is trying to determine if you need a “Section 10” permit from the Army Corps of Engineers and/or a “Coast Guard” permit.  If you will be working in the Columbia River, Willamette River, or in a coastal river (up to the head of tide), you may need one or both of the above mentioned permits.  In addition, there is state law that determines the limit of public ownership of a navigable waterway.  If a project requires use of part of a navigable waterway (approaches, piers, fill), an easement may be required from the Division of State Lands. 

#74  This database is no longer in use, so check “NO”.

#75  Mainly a concern in small towns and rural areas.  Look out for buried irrigation mains and valve shut off boxes.  Contact local irrigation district for locations of buried lines or other structures.  Contacts:

Tualatin Valley Irrigation District    (503) 357-3118 

There are other irrigation districts…someone from your Public Works Department probably knows the name of your local irrigation district.

#76   Is this a fish-bearing stream?  Is it “essential salmonid habitat”?  To answer the second question log onto the Division of State Lands web site at http://statelands.dsl.state.or.us/esshabitat.htm
Go to the bottom of the page and click on “By County”.  It will be important to note if the creek is considered essential salmonid habitat at the project site, or downstream of the project site.

Wetlands  

#77 Look on NWI maps for your area.  If you don’t already have a map, you can get a copy of the NWI map for your area from the Division of State Lands at (503) 378-3805.

#78  Look in the your County Soil Survey.  A list of hydric soils for your county can be obtained from your local NRCS (Natural Resource Conservation Service) office or from the Division of State Lands.

#79 self explanatory—Look at your Goal 5 Resources.

#80 Drive the project area and look at ditches and vacant lots.  This is where you will find wetland/riparian plants.  

#85 DOGAMI stands for the Department of Geology and Mineral Industries.  Typically, if you need fill for a project, you will go to a commercial business.  These businesses should have a DOGAMI permit to operate.  So, the answer should be “NO”.  If your material source is from a private landowner or from a local government source, than you may need a DOGAMI permit.

Permits

Just a few notes……

· #81------US Corps of Engineers 404 permit (if any wetlands or waterways---some ditches are waterways—are impacted)

· #82------DSL Removal Fill Permit (ditto from above)

· #86------Coast Guard if dealing with Navigable Waterways only.

· #88------Make sure you list the local permits you will need for the project…including ones from your own agency!!!!  ODOT needs to know this.

Clearances

State/Federal Endangered Species Act—This includes a biological assessment or a “No Effect Memo” to be completed by a consultant if the project MAY impact endangered species such as salmonids, bald eagles, peregrine falcons, etc…

State Historic Preservation Office----if you have any old buildings, bridges or landmarks, etc…

State Historic Preservation Office (Archeology)---if you are acquiring new right-of-way that has not undergone MAJOR disturbance, you will need the sight checked by an archeologist.  Be aware that work in downtown areas may also require archaeological surveys due to late 1800s or turn-of-the-century artifacts. 

FHWA---if you checked “Yes” in any of the questions under the Noise section, you may need a noise clearance.

Air Conformity---If you are in the Portland Metro Area, you will probably need an air conformity clearance.

Hazmat Clearance--- if you find any records of occurrences or if there is suspicion of hazardous materials in the area. 

Erosion Control Plan----you basically need one if you are doing any earthwork at all.

After you complete the checklist, you are ready to fill out the Part 3—Environmental Classification. Summarize the information you collected while doing the checklist.  Include in your each of your “environmental sections” the pertinent permits you will need.  For example, in “Estimate of Wetland, Waterways, and Water Quality Impacts”, you may discuss that a wetland delineation by a consultant may be necessary to determine the jurisdictional boundary of a wetland (or suspected wetland) that may be in the project area.  If the wetland will be impacted by the project you will need a 404/Removal-Fill permit before construction work begins.

Before a local agency can get any federal highway funds, FHWA needs to sign the Part 3 for a project. 

Please remember that the more thorough you are in filling out the checklist and the Part 3, the less time ODOT spends on reviewing and revising these documents, and the quicker the Regional Environmental Coordinator can sign the Part 3 and send it off to FHWA. 

Call or email if you have questions.  Good Luck.

Lisa Hemesath

ODOT Regional Environmental Coordinator, Region 1, East Side (east of I-5)

Email: lisa.hemesath@odot.state.or.us
Phone: (503) 731-8436

Melissa Fricke

ODOT Regional Environmental Coordinator, Region 1, West Side and I-5 projects

Email: melissa.fricke@odot.state.or.us
Phone: (503) 731-8240 

FYI:  If project includes new ground disturbance (ground not already paved), you will need a Phase 1 Archey Survey.  If you plan to do deep excavation in an old downtown area, you will need a Phase 1 Archey Survey even if the ground is paved.





FYI: An increase in impervious surface translates into more stormwater carrying more pollution into storm sewers and creeks.  The volume and quality of stormwater entering a creek or river impacts the aquatic system…including state and federally listed fish species.  If your project will include a net increase in the amount of new impervious surface, you will probably need ESA (Endangered Species Act) clearance (i.e. No Effect Memo, Biological Assessment).  If your project is near a creek or river, you will definitely need ESA clearance.  Don’t forget other listed species: Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon (state-listed), Northern Spotted Owl, and a growing list of plant species.





FYI: New ground disturbance may require a botany survey for listed or “sensitive” plant species. ONHP database and USFWS list will indicate which plants to survey for. Contact ODOT REC or ODOT Biologist to determine if surveys are necessary.





FYI:  If you need to do exploratory drilling below the Ordinary High Water of a creek or river, or if you need to do drilling in wetlands, you will need a 404 permit and a Removal-Fill permit.  The Army Corps of Engineers has a Programmatic BO for exploratory drilling….follow it, and you won’t need a write a new BA and consult with NOAA Fisheries.





FYI:  Completing the checklist on Hazmat is NOT EQUIVALENT TO CONDUCTING A PHASE 1 HAZMAT SURVEY.  A Phase 1 would include checking several other databases and looking at historical aerial photographs to determine the history of land use at the site.  It also involves an analysis of how groundwater moves in the area and how geology/soils transmit hazardous materials.  Hazmat surveys are important because they can lead to special provisions in construction specifications that will protect the health of a construction crews.  Please contact the ODOT REC or ODOT Hazmat Specialist if you have questions regarding the need for a Phase 1 Hazmat Survey.  





FYI:  Your project may need a weed survey!!





An executive order was signed by President Clinton on February 3, 1999 that directed Federal agencies to expand and coordinate their efforts to combat the introduction and spread of plants and animals not native to the United States.  In August of 1999, the Federal Highway Administration issued guidance for implementing the Executive Order on invasive species. Under the E.O., Federal agencies cannot fund, or carry out actions that it believes are likely to cause or promote the introduction or spread of invasive species in the United States unless all reasonable measures to minimize risk of harm have been analyzed and considered.  So, we should be analyzing the effects of noxious weeds for any project funded, permitted or authorized by any federal agency.





The guidance from FHWA does suggest ways of dealing with weeds and conservation measures.  A lot depends on the extent of the problem.  If the weed problem is extensive, then it can be can be taken care of through local DOT’s roadside vegetation management program.  If weeds are localized, they can be taken care of through project specifications or as an anticipated item.  
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