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RUFTF Pilot Test Program Recommendation 2003-2006

I. Based on Scenarios One, Two and Five for a Mileage Based Fee

II. Outline of Steps for Testing of Mileage Fee

A. Phase One: Test Technology.  The objective is to determine interoperability and reliability of
technology.  Target participant is the owner of a single fleet.  System development and testing
period is approximately January 1, 2003 through December 31, 2003.

1. Electronic odometer (either global positioning system or Odometer Tag device)
calculates mileage data within vehicle, including whether vehicle is within congested area
during certain periods.

2. On-board computer stores mileage data, segregating congestion mileage data from
general mileage data.  

3. Mileage data transmitted via radio frequency to data readers at fixed point (e.g. service
station or DMV) 

4. Mileage data transmitted to computer for mileage fee assessment at service station or
collection center

5. Computer receives segregated mileage data and applies regular mileage fee rate to total
mileage plus an added congestion rate to congestion mileage data.  Computer system
generates a billing indicating total mileage for billing period and total mileage within
congestion pricing areas for billing period. [Note: Invoice not actually to be paid]

B. Phase Two: Test Behavioral Elements.  The objective is to test mileage fee across a spectrum
of 400 to 500 vehicle operators to conduct a large-scale test of mileage collection technology
and processes and to determine behavioral adjustments to congestion pricing using an
electronic odometer.  Target participants are individual vehicle operators and corporate fleets
with a broad geographic representation.  Testing period is approximately January 1, 2004
through March 31, 2006.  Vehicle owners would sign up all their vehicles to avoid behavioral
anomalies.  Through contractual arrangement, participants would receive either a credit or
reimbursement from the Highway Fund for fuel tax paid in exchange for payment of the VMT
fee.

1. [Same as step 1 above]
2. [Same as step 2 above] 
3. [Same as step 3 above]
4. [Same as step 4 above]
5. [Same as step 5 above. [Note: Invoice must be paid]
6. Observation and evaluation of the behavioral response of participants, acceptance by

participants, technology, and overall concept.


