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Options for Scenario Six
Statewide Tolling

System-wide spot tolling calibrated to reflect approximate VMT based on AVI
devices.  Charging of tolls would primarily be through electronic on-board devices.
Could apply to the state highway system only or also to state and local road systems
together.

a. Toll Payment 

� Staff Conception.  Drivers of passenger vehicles would be required to
display smartcards to pay tolls driving on Oregon’s highways.  The
smartcards would either contain prepaid electronic funds or engage a
transaction involving credit or debit card or automatic withdrawal
from a bank account.  ODOT would authorize purchase of smartcards
through the mail, at retail outlets or at toll plazas within Oregon’s
borders.

b. Tolling Technology 

� Staff Conception – Readers, AVI Devices, Smartcards, License Plate
Scanners.  All passenger vehicles would be equipped with inexpensive
automatic vehicle identification devices.  The 7,500-mile state
highway system would be equipped with approximately 2,000
roadside reading gantries and an optical recognition system.  Much
more equipment would be required to outfit city and county roads.

c. Data Collection 

� Staff Conception – ODOT Center.  ODOT would maintain a central
computer and collect data transmission of tolling violators through a
license plate recognition system.   ODOT would transfer the list of
violators to the state police for enforcement. 

d.  Enforcement 

� Staff Conception.  Driving a passenger vehicle on tolled Oregon
highways without displaying a smartcard with electronic toll crediting
capability, or otherwise paying tolls, would constitute a violation of
Oregon’s Motor Vehicle Code. 
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e.  Tolling Rate Adjustments 

� Staff Recommendation- Toll Charge Variations for Congestion
Pricing.  The toll charge at reading gantries in congested areas would
be variable by time of day and direction.

� Alternative Option – No Toll Charge Variations.  Not advisable to
implement congestion pricing other than for particular new facilities
because of traffic diversion concerns owing to the availability of
numerous alternative routes outside the freeway system.

f.  Integration With Gas Tax System (Non-resident Toll Payments).  

� Staff Recommendation – Smartcards and Toll Plazas.   Out-of-state
drivers on the Oregon highway system would be required to pay the
same toll as Oregon drivers.  Out-of-state drivers could purchase
smartcards through the mail, at retail outlets or at toll plazas located
inside Oregon’s borders.  

� Alternative Option – Retain Gas Tax for Out-of-State Users.  Service
stations would charge the gas tax to out-of-state purchasers of gasoline
within Oregon.  The incidence of taxation would be at the service
station pump.  This option would eliminate the ability to implement
congestion pricing because of constitutional limitations.
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