
Road User Fee Task Force
Meeting Minutes – November 30, 2001

Members Present: Representative Bruce Starr, Representative Joanne Verger,
Representative Cliff Zauner, Mayor Jim Torrey, Judge Laura Pryor, John Watt, John
Charles, Dr. Chris Bell, Commissioner Randy Papé.

Members Absent: Senator Gary George, Senator Susan Castillo, Roger Hinshaw,
Commissioner John Russell.

Staff members participating: Joan Plank, Barnie Jones, Jack Svadlanek, Mike Marsh,
Mazen Malik, Jim Whitty, Rachel Knowles.

A quorum being present, the administrator for the Road User Fee Task Force, James M.
Whitty, called the meeting to order.

_  _  _

Legislative History.  Representative Bruce Starr, who sponsored House Bill 3946, the
legislation that required the forming of the Road User Fee Task Force, described the
legislative history and purpose of the task force.

_  _  _

Election of Chair of the Task Force.  Upon motion made and seconded, the Road User
Fee Task Force unanimously elected Representative Starr as chair of the Task Force.

_  _  _

Decision Making.  The Task Force agreed to proceed by consensus except where the
Oregon Revised Statutes require the Road User Fee Task Force to act upon majority vote.

_  _  _

Presentations.   Professor Tony Rufalo and Professor Robert Bertini of Portland State
University presented a summary of  a report they prepared for the Task Force entitled,
“Alternatives to the Motor Fuel Tax.”   Professor Rufalo focused on the economic issues
related to fuel tax alternatives and Professor Bertini focused on technology issues related
to fuel tax alternatives.

Mike Marsh and Mazen Malik of the Oregon Department of Transportation presented
background on the current system of transportation funding system in the state of Oregon.

_  _  _
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Summary of the discussion of the issues for early consideration in selection of
potential alternatives to current revenue system.

The consensus of the task force appeared to be as follows:

• Retention of fuel tax.  The task force wanted to retain an adequate flow of
revenue to fund the road system.  CONSENSUS

• In-state/out-of-state issues.  User fees must be collected from all vehicles that
use the Oregon road system regardless of domain of the vehicles. CONSENSUS

• Consideration of societal issues.  The task force wanted to address societal
issues itself through interaction with stakeholders and review of available local
literature rather than farm analysis of these issues out to consultants.  The task
force was clear about the consideration of regional differences in its work.
CONSENSUS

• Application of New System to Motorways/ Freeways or all roads.   The whole
system should be funded.  The task force wanted to discuss a new revenue
collection system in the context of the whole Oregon road system. CONSENSUS

• Level of Technology.  The task force assigns a high priority to the use of high
technology in the new revenue system.  The technology to be considered shall be
both currently available and projected to be available within the timeframe for
adoption of the new system. CONSENSUS

The task force discussed extensively the following topic without reaching consensus:

• Purpose/ Performance Goals.  The purpose of the new revenue system should
be to maintain and preserve the existing highway system, to expand the highway
system, to manage the system and to fund other transportation systems as well.

_  _  _

Summary of the discussion of process issues for the task force.

The consensus of the task force appeared to be as follows:

• Although discussion of alternative modes of transportation is permissible during
the task force process, road finance is the primary focus of the task force.
CONSENSUS

• The task force should take a look at what others are doing in the nation and other
countries to develop new revenue mechanisms.  This should happen at the next
task force meeting. CONSENSUS
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• The task force wanted to know the resources available inside ODOT to do desired
research. The task force also discussed the use of flexible services agreements
with other state agencies, such as universities, to meet its research needs.
CONSENSUS

• A subcommittee was put together (Laura Pryor, John Charles and John Watt) to
develop alterations to the task force timeline. CONSENSUS

Members of the task force expressed interest in having a presentation of funding
problems for the current system, both from ODOT and the locals.  The members want to
understand the magnitude of the funding gap.   The task force was interested in
developing talking points on the functional problems of Oregon’s transportation system.
A review of the ODOT Road Finance Study was desired.

_  _  _

Summary of the discussion of communications and public education issues.

The consensus of the task force appeared to be as follows:

• The task force demonstrated a strong interest in ensuring the public is educated on
the need for redesign of the road finance system. CONSENSUS

• The task force was not interested in public opinion polling as a way to gauge
public attitudes about new system alternatives. CONSENSUS

One member of the task force suggested measuring public attitudes through Web-based
surveys.

Representative Verger suggested developing a video for replay on government television
stations.

The task force showed interest in Representative Bruce Starr’s theme that shepherded HB
3946 through the Legislature: “The State of Oregon’s road system is a gas tax dependent
system that projects declining revenue.”

Next meeting date: February 1st at 9:00am.


