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PURPOSE: 
Define the dates for latest posting and latest removal of snow zone “carry chains” signs for the 
winter season and to define the process for keeping ODOT’s TripCheck web site up-to-date 
with information about where drivers are required to carry chains or traction tires.   
 
 
BACKGROUND:  Since 2006, ODOT has been letting drivers know where they are required to 
carry chains or traction tires via the TripCheck web site.  ODOT implemented this change to 
TripCheck in response to the volume of questions that were received, typically in the fall and 
spring, regarding which routes required drivers to carry chains or traction tires.  Although the 
current chain requirements are included in the road & weather reporting process (12-37 
reports), in many cases the carry chains or traction tire signs in snow zones are posted before 
mandatory road and weather reporting begins and stay up after mandatory reporting ends.  
Also, at times when the current road and weather report expires without being updated, the 
report and any associated chain requirement disappears from TripCheck.  
 
The implemented solution was to add a flag for each snow zone defined in our road & weather 
reporting software.  When a maintenance crew posts the Condition A sign in the fall and notify 
the TOC operator, the operator sets the flag for that snow zone.  This flag remains set until the 
crew removes the sign in the spring which allows the Condition A message to show on 
TripCheck for that snow zone whether or not there is a current road & weather report. 
 
 
PROCESS: 

1. Post the carry chains or traction tires sign (Condition A) for each snow zone no later 
than November 1, unless modified by the State Maintenance & Operations Engineer.  
The snow zone will maintain a chain restriction of at least Condition A until the sign is 
removed in the spring.  The Condition A sign may be posted earlier than November 1; 
however whenever the sign is posted, notify the Transportation Operations Center 
(TOC) to update TripCheck. 

2. In the spring, remove the Condition A sign for all snow zones no later than May 31, 
unless modified by the State Maintenance & Operations Engineer.  The Condition A 
sign may be removed earlier than May 31; however whenever the sign is removed, 
notify the Transportation Operations Center to update TripCheck   

3. For snow zones that cross region or district boundaries, coordinate with the neighboring 
district to ensure the Condition A signs for the snow zone are posted and removed on 
the same date.  


