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  Highway Division 
Maintenance Leadership Team 

Operational Notice 
 
 

Number Supersedes Effective Date Cancellation Date 

MG 8-3   
May 2012 N/A 

Subject Issuing Body 
Dedicated Incident Response Uniforms Maintenance Leadership Team (MLT) 

 
PURPOSE: 
This document will provide guidance on;  

• the specific requirements of Dedicated Incident Responders to wear 
uniforms while on duty,  

• the ability and manner in which ODOT is to purchase the uniforms, 
• a description, including general cost of required ODOT Incident 

Responder uniform items.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
Our dedicated Incident Response personnel are highly visible components of our 
maintenance and operations programs. In order to provide a consistent, 
professional image that enhances their safety and effectiveness, Incident 
Response personnel shall be required to wear a uniform while on duty. The 
uniform is intended to provide a readily identifiable image for ODOT’s dedicated 
incident response staff and to clearly differentiate them from law enforcement 
agencies and other emergency service providers. ODOT will define and supply 
the uniform components. The incident response program is active in several 
districts, each crew having varied management structures. To maintain 
consistency and understanding surrounding the uniform requirement,  it is 
beneficial to establish a reference document defining the uniform itself and the 
process in which we provide uniforms for dedicated Incident Response 
personnel. 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
ODOT Dedicated Incident Responder Uniform 
 Shirts - A required shirt / sweatshirt, chosen and provided by ODOT; 

having the ODOT Incident Response Logo prominently displayed as 
defined. Any combination of 8 of the following items issued to new-hire 
responders. Shirts replaced as manager deems items unserviceable. To 
eliminate the event that all shirts, through use, become unserviceable 
near the same time it is anticipated that a minimum of two, up to 4 shirt 
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choices be replaced annually under normal circumstances. This is at the 
manager’s discretion.  
1. Short / long sleeve blue denim shirts - ODOT IR logo embroidery on 

left front pocket. Maximum $50 each (w/ logos). 
2. Short / long sleeve navy T-shirts - ODOT IR logo silk screened left 

front chest. Maximum $30 each (w/ logos). 
3. Short / long sleeve navy polo shirts - ODOT IR logo embroidery on left 

chest. Maximum $50 each (w/ logos). 
4. Long sleeve navy ¼ zip sweatshirts - ODOT IR logo embroidery on left 

chest and silk screened ODOT INCIDENT RESPONSE on back. 
Maximum $65 each (w/ logos)  

 
 Pants – Required long pants which comply with ODOT PPE standard 

96015 will be chosen and provided by ODOT. New-hire responders will 
be issued 4 pairs of duty pants. Providing for responders varied needs in 
fit and mobility, a range of pants styles will be appropriate, provided that 
the pants must be black in color and of adequate, durable construction. 
Uniform pants are replaced as the manager deems items unserviceable. 
To eliminate the event that all uniform pants, through use, become 
unserviceable near the same time it is anticipated that two uniform pants 
be replaced annually under normal circumstances. This is at the 
manager’s discretion. Uniform pants maximum is $60 each.  
1. Black denim jeans of durable construction, double thickness knee 

recommended. 
2. Black cargo or tactical style pants of durable construction. 
3. “Mechanic or Dickie” style black uniform pants of durable construction. 

 
 Hats – A required hat (soft, ball cap style) with red as the primary color 

will be chosen and provided by ODOT having the Incident Response 
Logo prominently displayed.  These are available at the ODOT storeroom. 
The ODOT Storeroom also issues cold weather “stocking” caps with 
ODOT across the front.  These are also acceptable head gear for 
dedicated responders. Hard hats are provided and worn as the PPE 
standard indicates. 2 soft caps issued to new-hire dedicated responders, 
replaced as manager deems items unserviceable. 

 
 Vests - ANSI class 2 or 3 vests with ODOT Incident Response logo 

prominently displayed on the left chest (embroidery) and ODOT 
INCIDENT RESPONSE screen printed on the back. New-hire responders 
will be issued 2 vests. Vests are replaced as the manager deems items 
unserviceable. These items are available through the ODOT storeroom. 

 
 Rain Jacket & Pants - It is imperative that, even in very inclement 

weather, our dedicated incident response personnel be readily identifiable 
and project a professional image. Long hours on incident scenes require 
adequate protection from the elements both for responder safety and 
efficiency. Rainwear that will provide adequate protection, identification 
and maneuverability will be provided. Proven, field tested rainwear that 
will stand up to the rigors of dedicated incident responders represents a 
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significant investment in the required uniform pieces. Rainwear costs vary 
slightly due to sizing, cost should not exceed $650.00 and is anticipated 
to last in excess of 5 years. The rainwear is replaced as manager deems 
items unserviceable. Currently statewide price agreement #8630 applies 
towards the purchase of raingear items for dedicated incident responders.  
1. Rain jackets with the ODOT Incident Response logo screen printed on 

the left chest and ODOT INCIDENT RESPONSE (all in retro reflective 
material) screen printed on the back. The base color of the jacket will 
be a bright lime green-yellow while the yoke of the jacket is Navy blue.  

2. Matching rain pants, with retro reflective striping the length of both legs 
will be supplied. 

3. Reflective striping added to the jackets at the time of purchasing must 
allow the rain wear to meet ANSI Class 2 or 3 requirements. 

 
 FOOTWEAR - Appropriate footwear which complies with ODOT PPE 

Standard 96015 must be worn when on duty, as required of all field staff. 
ODOT does not specify a uniform boot style or uniform boot color and 
therefore ODOT does not provide the everyday work boots for dedicated 
incident response personnel. ODOT may supply rubber over boots or 
rubber boots to act as PPE when work tasks require.  

 
PROCESS: 
 Whenever possible the purchasing of uniform pieces should be coordinated and 
done in a manner that will reduce costs associated with set up for silk screening 
and embroidery of logo items. No other patches, pins, silk screening, insignia or 
embroidery items are to be allowed on the uniform pieces other than what is 
outlined above. 
 All purchasing of dedicated incident responder uniform pieces must comply with 
ODOT purchasing guidelines and policies.  
 In the event that the employee leaves state service or accepts a position other 
than that of a dedicated incident responder all uniform pieces shall be turned in 
to their manager. 
 The normal, day to day laundering of uniform pieces is the responsibility of the 
responder. For out of the ordinary cleaning such as uniform pieces (or 
responders personally supplied footwear) that has been contaminated by 
hazardous materials or blood borne pathogens, responders should approach 
their manager. To ensure proper handling of these occurrences refer to the HR 
Handbook Chapter 10, section 6 Contaminated Clothing HR Handbook  Ch. 10 - 
Safety;  Sec. 6 - Contaminated Clothing.   
 
 
Responsibility Action 
Managers of 
Dedicated Incident 
Responders 

• Ensure that the requirement of dedicated incident 
responders to wear a uniform when on duty is 
clearly outlined in their position description. 

• Ensure that the responders understand the 
uniform requirements. 

• Ensure that the purchasing of uniform items 

http://intranet.odot.state.or.us/ODOTHR/HRHandbook/ch_10_sect_6.pdf
http://intranet.odot.state.or.us/ODOTHR/HRHandbook/ch_10_sect_6.pdf
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follows current ODOT purchasing policies.  
• Approve the replacement of uniform items.  
• Collect uniform pieces upon separation from 

dedicated IR services or state employment. 
 

Dedicated Incident 
Responders 

• Comply with uniform requirements of the 
dedicated incident response position.  

• Maintain uniform pieces in manner that presents 
a clean and professional appearance.  

• Request the replacement of unserviceable items 
through their manager. 

 
 


