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Bridge Project Manager for Slayden Construction, Larry Gescher, inspects the hydraulic “dogs” that will be used to slide the new span in place.

QUICK FIX

Workers will demolish and
replace the Elk Creek Bridge
in the span of a few days

By KAREN McCowaN
The Register-Guard

RAIN — A state contrac-

tor began replacing the Elk

Creek Bridge on Highway 38

west of here last night with

a new, 225-foot, 1,500-ton
span.

No big surprise there. As part
of the $1.3 billion Oregon Trans-
portation Investment Act, hundreds
of aging bridges are being replaced
all over the state. This project is
different, though, in one dramatic
way: The new Elk Creek Bridge is
expected to be in place by the time
many people read these words and
will require the highway between
Elkton and Drain to be closed only
through Monday morning.

Because of the unique nature
of this site just east of the tunnel
through Hancock Mountain, work-
ers are using a technique called
“rapid replacement” to demolish

and replace the historic steel-truss
bridge.

If all goes according to plan,
workers for Slayden Construc-
tion will have demolished the 1930
bridge and “skidded” a new, dou-
ble-span bridge into place by mid-
morning today, using a system of
hydraulic jacks and skids developed
by Dutch-owned Mammoet, USA.
The new structure, like its 78-year
predecessor, will cross Elk Creek
just east of the Elk Creek Tunnel.
On Friday afternoon it resided par-
allel to the outdated span it will
replace.

Those tight quarters made the
usual approach in replacing a
bridge unworkable here, said Steve
Vestal, who is overseeing the proj-
ect for the Oregon Department of
Transportation.

Typically, contractors build
detour traffic lanes to a tempo-
rary bridge, which vehicles travel
during demolition of the old bridge
and construction of a permanent
replacement.

“It usually requires 600 feet of
detour lane,” Vestal said. “Here,
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ON THE WEB
@ Highway 38 west of Drain will be closed over the weekend as a
construction company demolishes the old Elk Creek Bridge and slides a
prebuilt span into the void. See www.registerguard.com/video.

Workers
prepare for
the “rapid
replacement”
of the Elk
Creek Bridge
east of the
tunnel on
Friday.
Thanks to the
technique, -
which uses
hydraulics, the
new bridge
will be open by
Monday.
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Bridge work will
close Highway 38
between Elkton
and Drain






