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ELKTON BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

The replacement Elk Creek bridge sits on hydraulic jacks before being slid into place over the weekend.
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Crew uses ‘rapid replacement’ to install new bridge on Highway 38

MARISSA HARSHMAN ‘machinery, a replacement
The News-Review ‘bridge was slid along tracks
: into the gaping hole.
LKTON — In a mat- The method, called rapid

ter of hours, a nearly
80-year-old bridge
between Elkton and

replacement, is *‘very unusu-
al” and rarely used, said Steve
Vestal, agency project manag-

Drain that crosses
Elk Creek was
demolished and
replaced by a new
structure that crews
slid into its place.
The 225-foot-
long bridge on the
east side of the Elk
Creek Tunnel on
Highway 38 was
demolished Friday
night. Crews closed
the highway Friday
evening and
reopened it Sunday
evening, several
hours ahead of

schedule. In that time, exca-
vators clawed away at the old
bridge and, using hydraulic
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er for Oregon
Bridge Delivery
Partners, the group
overseeing the proj--
ect. In the past,
when rapid replace-
ment had been used,
it was usually for
smaller sections of a
crossing, not for
moving an entire

bridge, he said.
the bridge “I think you can
replacement look at the history
project, go to and say ‘We’ve
: done it before,’”
www.nrtoday.com  project manager
Larry Gescher said.
“But not like this.”

Generally when replacing
bridges, traffic detours are

The new bridge sits o Hydraulic jacks before being slid
along tracks into place Friday night.

used on temporary bridges
while the permanent struc-
tures are built. In order to use
temporary bridges, though, at
least 600 feet of roadway is
needed on either side of the
bridge to allow for traffic

lanes to merge back to the
roadway. The bridge at Elk
Creek only had about 30 feet
of pavement before meeting
the tunnel, Vestal said.
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