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0DOT program bridges gaps

Major repair projects on highways are  Goming Sunday

in progress, haven’t slowed traffic much

By PETER WONG
Statesman Journal
Oregon's most-ambitious
program of bridge and high-
way work since the interstate
system was built four dec-
ades ago has enjoyed a rela-
tively smooth ride one-third
of the way through the jour-

ney.

All of the 174 projects fund-
ed by $500 million in bonds
that the Legislature approved
in 2001 and 2002 are being
designed, built or completed.

Mid-Willamette  Valley

drivers have lived with one of
the largest and last of those
projects. It's a new inter-
change, 10 miles west of
Salem near Rickreall, that
will separate coast-bound
traffic on Highway 22 from
the north-south Highway
99W. It will be finished by
December.

Gov. Ted Kulongoski pro-
posed and the Legislature in
2003 added $2.5 billion more
in bonds to be spent over a
decade. Nearly two-thirds of
the money is to fix aging

The Oregon Department of

Transpaortation is breaking new
ground by outsourcing much of
its bridge and highway work.

state, county and city
bridges; the rest is for new
projects known as “modern-
ization."

Three years into the latest

program, 60 percent of the
state bridge projects are
being designed, built or com-
pleted, Nearly all of the con-
struction contracts have
been awarded to Oregon

W

TIMOTHY J. GONZALEZ | Statesman
‘onstruction continues on Interstate 5 north of Kue-
Boulevard SE.

HISPANIC
HERITAGE
TR B e R R

In recognition of Hispanic
Heritage Month, the
Statesman Journal is
reviewing contributions
made to the Willamette
Valley and Oregon by
:sl?lmm ig: series of
ories on throu
Oct. 13. e e

Hispanic Heritage Month,
which runs through Oct. 15,
is almed at celebrating the
culture and traditions of
Hispanic-Americans who
trace their roots to Spain,
Mexico and the Spanish-
speaking nations of Central
America, South America
and the Carfbbean.
Today's story is about the
Emergency Farm Labor
Supply Agreement, Page 1.
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companies. The budgeted r
Iﬁ for the work is $1.3 bi- OMINE

Work is under way to re- G0 to StatesmanJournal.com
place seven bridges and to for a link to the bridge delivery
repair one on Interstate 5 at  Fro8ram of the e
m"“m"l‘i{,m ]ipannwl ﬁ-?npon m.

terchange I onling version inchudes

Salem. At the same time, fed-  Jdtional stofy ahout (he
eral funds will pay for the 0O §A0y
removal of the last bottle

Bridge work completed or under way in the Interstate § corridor from Witsonville to Eugene. This grid does not cover all bridge work
scheduled this year by the Oregon Department of Transportation.

neck between Salem and —
Portland by widening Inter- als — particularly asnha.lt
state 5 from two to three and other ol p

lanes in each direction haveforceda mvalua!.lnn

between Kuebler Boulevard Rising costs also have led

and Highway 22. ODOT officials to revise their
e ion of inflation f

AREA TYPE OF WORK | comacron | oot COMPLETION |

Wilsonville-Hayesvile Replace 2 bridges; | Hamilton Construction™ | $23 million January 2008

| North Santiam-Kuebler Bivd. | Raplace 7 bridges; re | Hamiton Construction™ | $521 million®* 2008
1bridge; widen from 2 1o 3 0
lanes in each

Hurtpmrumm Repair 5 bridges Wildish Standard Paving | 51.8 million December 2006

Albany-Halsay Repair B bridges on |-5, Hamilton Construction $2.2 million Novembe
Highway 34, Highway 228 o i

Albany-Halsay Repiace 2 bridges; Mone yet $1T.3millon budgeted | 2008
repair 2 bridges

MaKenzie River-Goshen Repiace 6 bridges: mmcm:m--"l $676 millon budgeted | Novembar 2008

| 1

are moving toward comple- 3 percent annually to 4.3 per-
tion," Matt Garrett, thedirec-  cent annually When the
tor of the Oregon Depart- bridge program was pro-
ment of Transportation, told  posed in 2003, the inflation
a legislative committes parli-  rate for the previous decade
er this month. “The invest- Wwas 2.3 percent per year.

ml we pmmlsad s being 0DOT's Doug Tindall said

Truckers and other drivers  drive up the cost of complet-
— whose assoclations fought ing bridge repairs and re-
to a standstill in the Legisla-  placements by as much as
ture and at the ballot box in llllllnill.ionmomlhant]le
the late 19908 about how best  budgeted $1.3 billion, even
to pay for bridge and high- with many bridges moved
way improvements — appear  into the "no work” category.

It could result in no sur-

tion have been kept toamini-  Wide significance,” such as
mum.

“The department did not and projects easing truck-
have a mobility program in  trafTi

the past, but it has created _ “While the program has
one and it is a crackerjack delivered new and innovative

program,” said Bob Russell, opportunities in many areas,
the president of the Oregon it Is not immune to the out-
Trucking Associations, refer. side effects of inflation,” Tin-
ring toa plan that focuses on  dall said.
iting traffic woes.

people are pulling together to A controversy

keep moving. One of those “new and in-
If drivers hﬁ_“" eriped  povative opportunities” was
about delays, “I haven't ODO’I'smurefrequ.emusaof
heard anything from any of mw, a single con-
our ftravel councils about r or consortium to de-
delays and detours,” said El- g;m,m] Imlldaprrojeu.
liott EKi, a spokesman forthe |t was seen as a speedier
American Automobile Asso-  alternative to the traditional
ciation of Oregon/Tdaho. method of design by ODOT

em%l:erl firm, thi

Economic effects ‘?;;“‘{'m project ut t b
constr 7

Employment directly and _"In a desi context,

connected to the therisk " onto the con-
hrids!w‘;ammhasﬂu:tm tractor that also mﬂrg
ed

it
month a year ago and down to make changes in a project.
sharply from a June peak of cost

I8 $65.2 o

Status of bridges undar the 2003 Oregon Transportation

Investment Act

CATEGORY TRADITIONAL"  DESIGN/BUILD TOTAL
Hot started 43 63 106
Under design 86 <. 86
Under construction 38 3 61
Open to traffic 3 2 5
Construction complete 23 » 36
Mo work 60 il T
TOTALS 53 T2 366

“Dasign and consiruction progncis arm separsin,
**Design-bulld progects are in 8 single Calegory.

Augest

TIMETABLE FOR STATE BRIDBES

'UNDER WAY, COMPLETED, OR NO WORK: 175 (see details above)
2008: 13

H00T: 104

2008: 69

2008: 6

Stages of prejct

STABE 1: involved 23 bridges. mostly on Highway 87, which runs
north-south through the center of the state. Some are on Highway
20 and Highway 26, two altarnate east-west routes for Interstate
B4. That stage is due for official compigtion in Novembar.

STARE 2: Cavers o Interstate b from Wilsonville south to
Eugena, DHHEW mmesummmmww'm
Highway §7 in Central Oregon, and

Ona of those projects ks Mo mhﬂmmr& nerth
of the Baldock Rest Ara, south of Wisonville, and
a 24-mile stretch of k5 hﬂmnﬂ\awmmamhmm

Salem and the rest
m&mmm I-5 betwean Eugena and the California
border, Although two-thirds of Oregon's population lives within the

60 percent of the 308 miles of -5 in Oregon are
south of Eugona. That work starts next year,
A lot of my members ane redoing their systems to put their trucks
on datour routes so they will be able to avoid the bulk of this
construction,” said Bob Russell, the president of the Oregon
Trucking Associations.

STAGE &: The will cover bridges on primary and
sacondary stale highways.
construction in the form of "modennization” projects
to start in 2008, after most of the bridge work is done
or under way.

the annual &re not that's
gmmpmmm something that goes directly
the next three years, accord- {0 your bottom line,” said
ingtoan ODOT report,asthe  Jessica Adamson. the gov-
number reaches 4,000 next Sromentaffairs manager for
year and tops 6,000 in each of the Oregon-Columbia chap-

the next two years, ter of Assoclated General
Contractors.
M\:Tﬁ?spﬂewhhmm “Soyou affird to be

unsuccessful on too many of
mm& these. You cannot uﬁoﬂl to

bid multiple projects at
Council, executive ectelary  pur 3 smal business. it 4100
nothing but good news, lga K te
! we're at full Usei »
t now, a lot of it 5€ It or not?
having to do with the bridge S ]

program,” sald Shiprack, a Sen. Frank Morse, R-Cor-
former legislator who was & vallis, was the president of
strong advocate for it Morse Bros., one of Oregon's

Three years ago, he said, leading paving contractors,
unemployment in construc-  before he retired in 2002 and
tion trades exceeded 30 per-  was elected to the Senate. He
cent. questioned  whether  the

Shiprack said the start of Hayesville-Wilsonville proj-
Interstate 84 bridge projects  ect on I-5 should have been
myarlusmmysimﬂ‘- classified as a “design-build”

Mmm in certain areas when measure wmfhleu:n mini-
. M, S

at o recent meeting of the decide to spend public dol-
House Transportation Com-

mittee. “But to bid a project neuna err on the side of ob-
e S BPEEP  ln,

con- m,

cept needs to be used for spe- Mﬂmmﬂmmmmm

clal types of projects.” mittee chairman, sald he
said the “lowest re-  agreed with Morse's criti-

fic would be kept moving, about how and when we use
would

work supported
northeast Oregon because state and federal funds and
it's been lagging.” already scheduled under the
The rule of thumb is that state’s regular four-year con-
for every $1 million spenton  struction program, known as
construction, 17 jobs are sus-  the State Transportation Im-

tained. provement Plan.
It used to be 18, but m..[ﬁ." “I think design-build is a

trand that maloe o lnt af

|l

“We have to take every mf’mmﬂ



