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A Bridge to Somewhere

Elkton, OR---A large
number of students,
community members,
government employees,
construction officials, and
media gathered together on
Wednesday, November 19,
on the west side of the new
bridge entering Elkton to
dedicate concrete pylons
marking all four corners of
the new bridge.

- The pylons speak of
. Elkton’s history. They
are fashioned to resemble
an old growth Douglas
Fir Tree, gnawed off on
the top by a Beaver, and
carved with a variety of

symbols representing
Elkton, including an EIk,

a Steelhead, an Osprey, a
Monarch butterfly, and a
grape vine entwining the
log. The designs are the
creation of Richard Sanchez
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and Jackson Murphy, both

Elkton High Schools seniors.

Richard likes the
elk design the best, “you
know °‘Elk’ton,” he said.
Richard plans to attend
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Lane Community College
to become an illustrator
and art teacher. For now,
when he’s not designing
bridges for ODOT, he plays
offensive and defensive
guard on the Elkton football
team. Richard Sanchez

and Jackson Murphy were
the winning designers in
the ODOT contest. They
interviewed family and
community members

and got as much input as
possible before designing
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