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ODOT's TripCheck helps motorists prepare for hazards

You're stuck in traffic,
rain is pounding on the roof
of your car and your favorite
radio personality is warning
of congestion ahead. Is there
an accident? A lane closure
or detour you didn’t know
about?

You crane your neck out
the driver’s-side window to
see what is slowing your
commute, and as the rain
blurs your vision and
drenches your face, you can
wonder only one thing: “Why
didn’t I visit TripCheck.
com?”

Winter weather and un-
precedented levels of high-

way construction statewide
mean drivers should be pre-
pared. The Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation’s
TripCheck Web site provides
motorists with a one-stop
site for Oregon travel infor-
mation.

TripCheck is more useful
than ever for motorists as
construction ramps up on In-
terstate 5, Interstate 84 and
other major routes across the
state, mostly due to ODOT’s
$1.3 billion OTIA III State

Bridge Delivery Program.

The bridge program, part
of the agency’s 10-year, $3
billion Oregon Transporta-

tion Investment Act, is re-
pairing and replacing hun-
dreds of aging bridges across
the state. On I-5 alone, driv-
ers will pass through more
than 20 active work zones
between Portland and Med-
ford in 2007.

At TripCheck.com, visitors
can access current construc-
tion updates, view the latest
road conditions via road
cameras, get winter travel
updates, and find tips on
how to travel by bus, rail or
ride-share. Travelers can

easily access information

about construction zones and
approximate delay times by
simply passing their cursor
over an icon on a map. Al-
ternately, the 511 system,
created by the federal gov-
ernment in 2000, delivers
traffic and weather informa-
tion directly to callers over
the phone.

“It’s a simple, easy-to-use
system that focuses on time-
ly information for Oregon
travelers,” said Galen
McGill, who oversees
TripCheck as ODOT’s man-
ager of intelligent trans-
portation systems. “Because
of more active construction,
more people are checking
TripCheck in the summer
than ever before, but winter
still records the highest ac-
tivity.”

In an average month, 1.2
million visitors consult the
site, and during severe win-
ter storms, usage has spiked
as high as 3.3 million visi-
tors.

“We're making resources
for drivers available,
whether it’s information on
bridge program projects or
winter driving conditions in
the mountains,” McGill said.

| million visitors.

Before you go:

On ODOT's TripCheck Web
site, motorists can easily access
information about traveling con-
ditions and possible delay times,
whether they are due to con-
struction zones or bad weather.
Popular with local drivers as well
as out-of state visitors, the site

-receives 1.2 million visitors in an
average month.

During severe winter storms,

_usage has spiked as high as 3.3

 Forroad conditions,and trav-
-el-planning information, visit
www.Trip.Check.com.

“People will be better pre-
pared for the conditions they
encounter if they know what
to expect.”

The OTIA IIT State Bridge
Delivery Program is part of
the Oregon Department of
Transportation's 10-year, $3
billion Oregon Transporta-
tion Investment Act. OTIA
funds will repair or replace
hundreds of bridges, pave
and maintain city and coun-
ty roads, improve and ex-
pand interchanges, add new
capacity to Oregon's high-
way system, and remove
freight bottlenecks
statewide.

About 17 family-wage jobs
are sustained for every $1
million spent on transporta-
tion construction in Oregon.
Each year during the OTIA
program, construction proj-
ects will sustain about 5,000
family-wage jobs.

For more information
about the bridge program,
visit www.oregon.gov/ODOT/
HWY/OTIA/bridge_deliv-
ery.shtml.



