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I-5 bridges Bridges:

in Goshen  McKenzie
next up spans also

forrebuild ~ Planned

Continued from Page DI
Reconstruction of two spans paving, will be done at night.
will start in April and will “So many goods are trans-
take almost 21/ years ported by truck rather than
rail that we could literally
By GREG BoLT hurt the economy if we shut
The Register-Guard down a major arterial,” said
Oregon’s state-spanning string of Joe Harwood, a spokesman
bridge reconstruction projects on In- for the state Department of
terstate 5 is moving ahead in Lane Transportation. “We'll stage
County W_ltthh; next job a pair of it in such a way that we main-
crossings In (Goshen. N 13 »
The project will replace a single tain full mot.nhty:
bridge over Franklin Boulevard and The project involves re-
the railroad tracks with a pair of new placing the current single
bridges, as well as replace two near- bridge over Franklin Boule-

by bridges over Highway 58. Work on

the roadways is expected to start in vard and the Central Oregon

April and take almost 2% years. & Pacific Railroad tracks

The work is part of the 10-year, $3 with two parallel spans and
billion Oregon Transportation In- also replacing the two exist-
vestment Act aimed at fixing hun- ing bridges over Highway 58.

dreds of old bridges, expanding inter-

changes and tackling paving and oth- The new bridges will be wid-

er needs. Similar bridge projects are er than the current ones to ac-

planned up and down I-5, including a commodate growth.

current job in Creswell and future The new bridges will be

work on the Willamette River and .

McKenzie River crossings in Eugene. higher to allow better truck
Like the Creswell project, the Gos- clearance. The ramp configu-

hen bridges will be staged to keep ration at Franklin Boulevard

two lanes of traffic in each direction will not change, but the work

using lane shifts. Work that requires

temporary lane closures, such as will improve the sight lines

for drivers turning onto Fran-

Please turn to BRIDGES, Page D3 klin Boulevard.

The project also will ex-
- tend the merge lane from
Goshen br!dgeworl( bt Highway 58 along north-
gtiit: to begin reconstruction in bound 1.5, all the way to the
PN Franklin exit off I.5. That will
allow vehicles from Highway
58 heading for the Franklin
exit to avoid merging into
freeway-bound traffic

The Goshen bridges will
be built by Hamilton Con-
struction of Springfield. The
contract includes reconstruc-
tion of the two I-5 bridges
over the McKenzie River with
a total cost of $67.6 million.

2 0DOT extending lane
2% sodrivers cango
~ Z from Highway 58 to

. Franklin Boulevard
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