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Why Seismic Retrofitting?
According to research conducted by the Oregon Department of Geology 
and Mineral Industries, there is a 40 percent chance that an earthquake 
similar to the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake in Japan will take place along the 
Oregon coast sometime in the next 50 years. In response to these findings, 
ODOT conducted a seismic vulnerability study of the state highway 
bridges to assess the risks to Oregon’s only north-south interstate highway. 
Only a small portion of I-5 would remain passable if the state suffered a 
substantial seismic event; most of the older bridges would either collapse 
or experience severe damage and become impassable without major 
and very costly repair work. The seismic retrofit project will strengthen 
bridges and give them the ability to withstand a major earthquake.

Seismic Retrofit on Barbur/OR 99W Bridge over I-5  |  Anticipated Traffic Impacts (See reverse for details)



I-5/OR 99W Interchange Construction Alert
Construction was completed in September 2014 on OR 99W northbound and I-5 northbound to improve safety and 
operations. In late April, another contractor for ODOT will return to the area to begin seismic construction work on 
the OR 99W bridge over I-5. This bridge is on the  Portland/Tigard city limits. The work will strengthen the structural 
supports of the overpass to help that section of OR 99W and I-5 withstand an earthquake. This is part of a series of 
recent seismic retrofit projects along I-5 in the Portland area (more information on the reverse). 

To minimize impacts to the traveling public, the work will take place at night (weeknights and occasional weekend 
nights from 10 PM to 5 AM), with intermittent lane and shoulder closures on I-5, and intermittent lane closures on 
the I-5 northbound on-ramp and I-5 northbound truck lane. All of the work will take place below OR 99W and no 
impacts to OR 99W are expected. Construction should be complete in November 2015. 

A noise hotline at 503.412.2378 is available for any night-time noise concerns. Project information can be found at 
www.i5seismic.org or contact Lili Boicourt at Lili.D. Boicourt@odot.state.or.us or 503.731.8247.

Project Location
The bridge is located above I-5 at exit 295, at the Portland/Tigard border.

Anticipated Traffic Impacts

April 2015I-5 SEISMIC RETROFIT PROJECT
SW Barbur Boulevard/OR 99W Bridge


