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Oregon Department of Transportation 

Project Information 
 Region 1 

Outer Powell Boulevard  
Safety Improvements 

February 26, 2013  
Project location 
• SE Powell Boulevard from SE 111th Ave. to just east of SE 174th Ave. at the Gresham city limits.  

Purpose and need 
• The purpose of the project is to improve safety and rehabilitate worn out pavement.  
• Eight intersections in the project area are among the top 10% of high-crash sites in the state. 
• This is a pilot project involving a unique set of solutions to improve safety. ODOT will monitor the 

improvements after construction to evaluate how well they are performing.  

Project elements 
• Grind out existing top layer(s) of pavement and replace with new asphalt 
• Widen roadway shoulders to at least 8 feet 
• Add high-visibility, durable roadway striping to clearly delineate travel lanes and shoulders 
• Install three (3) pedestrian crosswalks with Rapid Flash Beacons 
• Install four (4) speed feedback (i.e., “Your Speed Is”) signs (two in each direction). 
• Upgrade curb ramps to meet Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards 
• Improve traffic signals with: 

o Pedestrian push buttons and countdown heads 
o Red light extension capability (detectors respond to vehicles in intersection to extend red time to 

reduce head-on crashes) 
o Lighting at SE 136th Ave. and SE 162nd Ave. 
o Reflective signal head backboards 
o Bike lane detector loops 

• Conduct speed study to consider reduction in posted speed limit  
• ODOT Maintenance crews will also be upgrading drainage features in spring 2013. 

Key project milestones 
• Public meeting #1:  October 17, 2012 
• Public meeting #2:  February 26, 2013 
• Final design:  February 2013 
• Open contractor bids:  April 2013 
• Construction begins:  July 2013 

Project cost  
• $5.5 million 

For more information  
• Visit the project webpage: http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1/Pages/OuterPowellSafety.aspx  
• Contact Shelli Romero, Region 1 Public Policy & Community Affairs Manager at (503) 731-8231 or 

shelli.romero@odot.state.or.us. 
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