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 1. INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION

1.1 Introduction and Purpose of Report
The purpose of this Environmental Baseline Report (EBR) is to identify resources in the Sunrise Project,
I-205 to Rock Creek Junction (Sunrise Project) area that potentially may be adversely affected by a
transportation improvement project.  The EBR describes the “context” of the Sunrise Project in order to
facilitate context-sensitive design.  It also provides information to aid the project team in developing
project alternatives that avoid or minimize impacts to the environment, and to guide the preparation of
required permits and approvals.

1.2 Project Purpose
The (draft) purpose of this project is to address the existing congestion and safety problems in the state
Highway 212/224 corridor between Interstate-205 (I-205) and the Rock Creek Junction and to serve the
growing demand for regional travel and access to the state highway system.

1.3 Project Description
The 4.9-mile Sunrise Project, formerly known as “Sunrise Corridor Unit 1,” has been subject to studies
since the early 1990s.  The project is located in Township 2 South, Range 2 East, Sections 1-5 and 9-12;
and in Township 2 South, Range 3 East, Sections 6 and 7 (Figure 1, Project Vicinity).  The Sunrise
Project would include improvements in the section of the approximately 13-mile-long Sunrise Corridor
(State Highway 212/224 between I-205 and U.S. Highway 26) from SE Johnson Road to SE 172nd

Avenue.  The project alternatives are expected to include highway capacity modifications between I-205
and the intersection of Highway 212 and 224 near Rock Creek (Rock Creek Junction).  Unless noted for
specific topics and features, the Sunrise Project study area is generally defined by a 1,000-foot wide
buffer around the estimated project limits of a proposed expressway alignment developed by the Oregon
Department of Transportation (ODOT) in 1996 (Figure 2, Project Area).

1.4 Design Constraints Summary
Table 1 summarizes potential constraints identified for any build alternatives considered in future NEPA
documentation of the Sunrise Project.  These are described in more detail by specific topic in Sections 2.1
through 2.14 of this report.  While it was determined to be too detailed and complex to show as a figure in
this report, a comprehensive constraints map is available for use by the design team for this project.  This
map is a composite of sensitive environmental resources and other features that need to be carefully
considered during the development of project alternatives.
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Table 1.  Sunrise Project, I-205 to Rock Creek Junction–Summary of Design Constraints
Subject Area
(Section No.)

Potential Design Constraints

Land Use
(2.1.5)

• KEX radio towers
• Steep slopes, geological hazards, soil hazards, drainage issues
• Mount Talbert bluff wildlife corridor and planned regional trail system
• Northwest Pipe and Casing EPA Superfund site

Socioeconomics
(2.2.4)

• Businesses, and access for businesses that rely on convenient access to I-205
• Residential properties, including manufactured homes
• SE 130th Avenue Fire Station and service from this station

Archaeology
(2.3.4)

• Two sites in Camp Withycombe
• Former hunting camp site near 135th Avenue
• Possible Native American campsite east of Rock Creek near SE 142nd Avenue

Historic
Resources
(2.4.4)

• Camp Withycombe

Section 4(f)
(2.5.4)

• Camp Withycombe

Wildlife
Resources
(2.6.1.4)

• Forested wildlife corridor between habitats on Mount Talbert and Rock Creek, particularly two
narrow segments situated below the residential area along SE Bluff Drive to Hubbard Drive,
and near SE 152nd Avenue

Fisheries and
Aquatic
Resources
(2.6.2.4)

• Regulatory requirements for crossings of streams described in Section 2.6.2

Botanical
Resources
(2.6.3.6)

• Regulatory requirements applied to plant communities described in Section 2.6.3

Wetlands and
Other Waters
(2.7.4)

• Jurisdictional wetlands, particularly those rated as 3 or higher in areas numbered 4, 6, 7, 12,
13, and 14 (Section 2.7, Table 20, Figure 9)

Water Quality
(2.8.4)

• Regulatory requirements applied to streams described in Section 2.8

Geology and Soils
(2.9.4)

• Slope instability along Mount Talbert and adjacent volcanic highlands between Camp
Withycombe and SE 142nd Avenue

• Consideration of seismic activity
• High shrink-swell and wet soils
• Stream bank erosion potential where the outside meander curve in the Clackamas River near

Highway 212
Air Quality
(2.10.4)

• No constraints identified

Noise
(2.11.4)

• Sensitive noise receptors, as shown in Figures 13a and 13b (Section 2.11)
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Subject Area
(Section No.)

Potential Design Constraints

Visual
(2.12.5)

• Visible bluff formation
• Visible forest stands
• Open wetland areas
• Historic visual character of Camp Withycombe
• Views from residential areas

Hazardous
Materials
(2.13.4)

• 22 sites described in Section 2.13 and shown in Figure 17

Utilities
(2.14.4)

• Power lines at Highway 212/SE 135th Avenue
• UNION Pacific Railroad main line with fiber optic telecommunication lines, main sewer trunk

line, two main water lines serving Sunnyside Road/Happy Valley
• Highway 212 from SE 82nd Avenue to SE 172nd Avenue, location of major natural gas

transmission line, fiber optic telecommunication line, main water line
• Clackamas River Water District pump station at SE 152nd Avenue

1.5 Permits and Approvals
Table 2 identifies permits and approvals that may apply to Build Alternatives considered in future NEPA
evaluation.  (Note: this is not meant to be a comprehensive list; others may apply.)

Table 2.  Permits, Approvals and Coordination

Type of Permit/Approval/Coordination
Agency
Responsible

Estimated
Timeline*

Section 106 Consultation

State Historic

Preservation Office

(SHPO)

30-90 days

Section 4(f) Evaluation

Federal Highway

Administration

(FHWA)

30-90 days

Endangered Species Act Consultation (Biological

Assessment/Biological Opinion)

U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service (USFWS),

National Oceanic and

Atmospheric

Administration

(NOAA) Fisheries

135 days

Section 404 Permit
U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers (USACE)
90-180 days
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Type of Permit/Approval/Coordination
Agency
Responsible

Estimated
Timeline*

Removal-Fill Permit
Oregon Division of

State Lands (DSL)
90-130 days

Approval for take of State-Listed Plant Species
Oregon Department of

Agriculture (ODA)
30-60 days

Conservation Wetland District Permit Clackamas County 60 days

CCSD No. 1 Permit Clackamas County 30-60 days

River and Stream Corridor Area Permit Clackamas County 30 days

Floodplain Development Permit Clackamas County 60 days

Steep Slope Review Clackamas County 60 days

Noise Variance Clackamas County 60 days

Prospective Purchaser Agreement

Oregon Department of

Environmental Quality

(DEQ)

Prior to property

acquisition.  Cleanup,

if required, could affect

project schedule.

*Unless otherwise noted in Table 2, the permit/approval/consultation process begins with submittal to issuing agency and needs

to be completed prior to Record of Decision (ROD).


