
BRIDGE NEWSLETTER
Repairs to four bridges along U.S. 30 nearly finished

Regions 1 and 2	 Fall 2009

Repairs to four bridges along U.S. 30, the Lower 
Columbia River Highway, may finish ahead of 
schedule, thanks to the efforts of Mowat Construction 
Company, the Oregon Department of Transportation’s 
contractor for this project. 

ODOT began upgrades to the bridges this summer 
and the work is scheduled to be complete by summer 
2010. However,  project inspectors say the contractor 
has made excellent progress and may finish nearly 
all of the work before the end of the year.

Contractors are strengthening the bridges to improve 
safety, mobility and access. The construction 
schedule avoids high-traffic periods, including 
holidays, events and other peak travel times, to 
minimize disruptions to travelers. The four bridges 
in the project are located on U.S. 30 between St. 
Helens and Astoria (see map below). 

Projects and anticipated  
traffic impacts
n �Big Creek bridge (mile post 82.5), between 

Knappa and Astoria, and Gnat Creek bridge (mile 
post 77.2), between Westport and Knappa, watch 
for daytime lane closures.

n �Lost Creek bridge (mile post 55.3), between 
Rainier and Clatskanie. Minor repair work was 
completed in September. 

n �Tide Creek bridge (mile post 36.5), east of Rainier, 
required a few updates beneath the structure. Due 
to low traffic levels, minor bridge repair work was 
completed in August.



The OTIA III State Bridge 
Delivery Program is part 
of the Oregon Department 

of Transportation’s 10-year, $3 billion Oregon 
Transportation Investment Act. OTIA funds are 
repairing or replacing hundreds of bridges, paving 
and maintaining city and county roads, improving 
and expanding interchanges, adding new capacity 
to Oregon’s highway system and removing freight 
bottlenecks statewide. Based on 2008 dollars, 
about 14 family-wage jobs are sustained for every 
$1 million spent on transportation construction in 
Oregon. Each year during the remainder of the OTIA 
program, we estimate that construction projects will 
sustain an average of 4,100 family-wage jobs.

c/o Oregon Bridge Delivery Partners
888 SW 5th Avenue, Suite 1050
Portland, OR 97204

For More Information
Please contact Shannon Huggins at  
(503) 471-6810 if you have any questions, 
would like to receive more frequent e-mail 
updates, or if you would like an ODOT 
representative to give a presentation about 
the project to your community group. 

You may also contact the following ODOT 
public information representatives: 

For Columbia County: Susan Hanson, 
(503) 731-3490,  
Susan.C.Hanson@odot.state.or.us 

For Clatsop County: Adam Torgerson, 
(503) 986-2880,  
Adam.M.Torgerson@odot.state.or.us 
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