
One of  the keys to the success of  the OTIA III State Bridge Delivery Program is its broad range 
of  public involvement at the community level. At each phase of  bridge repair or replacement 
— planning, design and construction — the Oregon Department of  Transportation proactively 
engages Oregonians on topics ranging from how a bridge will look to how traffi c restrictions 
should be structured. Businesses, communities, and special-interest groups are an integral 
part of  the process, and we carefully consider their needs and concerns as projects evolve. 

So far, hundreds of  community members and stakeholders have provided feedback about bridge 
projects throughout the state. Our public involvement team compiles all comments and provides 
the information to engineers, traffi c planners, and construction contractors to use as a resource.

Intensive public involvement in 
the design phase continues to be 
a high priority for the Interstate 
84 bridge projects in the historic 
Columbia River Gorge National 
Scenic Area. In this corridor, 21 
bridges are slated for repair or 
replacement. Each offers a vantage 
point from which to observe the 
beauty of  the Gorge and each 
provides a critical economic link 
for local communities along I-84.  

As this newsletter highlights, project teams are working closely with community members 
in Troutdale, Cascade Locks, Hood River, Mosier, and The Dalles area to ensure that bridge 
work is completed in a manner that is respectful of  both the natural and built environments. 
Before design began, ODOT worked closely with community members to refi ne design 
elements ranging from abutments and railings to landscaping and wildlife crossings. The 
resulting I-84 Corridor Strategy provides a framework that helps ODOT manage and 
improve I-84 while also meeting National Scenic Area provisions. The strategy earned 
national attention; the American Council of  Engineering Companies recently recognized 
ODOT and its partners with the 2007 Engineering Excellence National Recognition Award. 

When construction is about to begin, we get the word out with newsletters like this one, news releases, 
fl iers, postcards, door-hangers and ads in local publications, to inform area residents about the bridge 
projects.  We also post information to the project Web site and keep e-mail distribution lists for those 
who want to be informed electronically.  In the future, please feel free to visit the ODOT Web site 
for more info: www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1/ColumbiaGorge.  For now, turn the page and 
stay tuned for more updates about work planned in the Gorge from Troutdale to The Dalles area. 

OTIA III State Bridge Delivery Program  Regions 1 and 4

Oregon Department of  Transportation

OREGON TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT ACT

Watch for an open house 
coming soon near your 

community!
Your ideas and suggestions 

are a key part of  

improvements to the I-84 

Columbia River Gorge 

bridges. Please watch 

your mailbox for more 

information on local project 

open houses.

Mosier bridge 
replacement 
open house
Thursday, Feb. 21 

5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Mosier Community School  

1204 First Avenue

The I-84 bridge replacement 

over Mosier Creek is 

scheduled to begin its 

14-month construction 

phase this summer. The 

Open House will feature 

design, construction, 

and traffi c management 

information. Please contact 

Michelle Gregory for more 

information: (503) 753-4976 

or soapboxent@comcast.net

To be added to our Gorge 

Bridges mailing list, send an 

e-mail message to:

i84crgbridges@gmail.com

The project is part of  the Oregon Department of  Transportation’s 10-year, $3 billion Oregon Transportation Investment Act 
program. OTIA funds will repair or replace hundreds of  bridges, pave and maintain city and county roads, improve and expand 

interchanges, add new capacity to Oregon’s highway system, and remove freight bottlenecks statewide. About 17 family-wage 
jobs are sustained for every $1 million spent on transportation construction in Oregon. Each year during the OTIA program, 

construction projects will sustain about 5,000 family-wage jobs.

c Printed on recycled paper by the Columbia Gorge Press

Drop in any time during this informal open house to meet the project 
team, and to review and discuss potential bridge designs and traffi c 
control plans. We welcome any comments and suggestions that will 
help us build projects that complement the Gorge landscape and serve 
the unique needs of  your community as well as through travelers.

Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations, please contact Michelle Gregory 
at (503) 753-4976 or e-mail soapboxent@comcast.net at least seven days before 
the open house.

Join Us at the Mosier Open House for
I-84 Bridge & Barrier Replacements

Feb. 21, 2008 - 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Mosier Community School, 1204 First Ave.

I-84 Columbia River Gorge Bridges Newsletter
c/o Soapbox Enterprises
PO Box 464
Corbett, OR 97019
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Recently repaired I-84 bridge over Rock Creek in Mosier

Community participation creates better infrastructure

February 2008
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