
Stay up to date AND sustainable 

The OTIA III State Bridge Delivery Program is part of the Oregon Department of Transportation's 10-year, $3 billion Oregon Transportation 
Investment Act. OTIA funds are repairing or replacing hundreds of bridges, paving and maintaining city and county roads, improving and 
expanding interchanges, adding new capacity to Oregon's highway system, and removing freight bottlenecks statewide. Based on 2008 
dollars, about 14 family-wage jobs are sustained for every $1 million spent on transportation construction in Oregon. Each year during the 
remainder of the OTIA program, we estimate that construction projects will sustain an average of 4,100 family-wage jobs. 

The OTIA III State Bridge Delivery Program is committed to sustainability. 

Stay informed while helping us keep our commitment to the environment 

by signing up to receive this newsletter electronically. To be added to our 

I-84 Columbia River Gorge Bridges mailing list, send your e‑mail address to 

i84crgbridges@gmail.com; please also include your mailing address. 
 

Learn more about construction projects in the Gorge by visiting 

www.ODOTGorgeProjects.org.  
 

For updated information on freeway work and current travel information 

throughout Oregon, visit www.tripcheck.com or call the Oregon road 

report at 511 or (800) 977-6368. Follow ODOT on Twitter @OregonDOT. 

Oregon Department of Transportation 

Bridge construction projects throughout the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area are 

under way this summer. The Oregon Department of Transportation is replacing the bridges over 

the Sandy River and repairing the bridges over Jordan Road on Interstate 84 near Troutdale, at 

the exit to Lewis and Clark State Park – the gateway to the Gorge.  
 

In the heart of the Gorge at Hood River, ODOT is replacing the I-84 exit 64 freeway bridge and 

improving the freeway interchange just south of the Hood River Bridge to Washington. 
 

Both projects are funded by the Oregon Transportation Investment Act 
 

The Sandy River project is one of just two in the statewide OTIA III bridge program recognized 

as a gateway bridge – the other being the Willamette River bridge in Springfield-Eugene. At the 

transition point between the Portland metropolitan area and the Columbia River Gorge National 

Scenic Area, the Sandy River bridges connect the built environment with the natural 

environment. With the help of substantial public input and ODOT’s I-84 Corridor Strategy 

Design Guidelines, bridge designers considered form, color and texture for these structures, as 

well as railings and pylons at the bridge ends.  
 

ODOT contractor Hamilton Construction has started work to repair two bridges over Jordan 

Road, just east of the Sandy River, and replace the bridges over the Sandy River with new two-

lane spans. The eastbound bridge over the Sandy River will include a combined bicycle and 

pedestrian crossing for users traveling in either direction. 
 

Drivers can expect some nighttime single-lane closures. Otherwise, except for infrequent 

daytime lane closures, the contractor plans to keep two freeway lanes open in each direction 

throughout the project, scheduled for completion in November 2013. However, recreationists 

along Jordan Road will find reduced parking and river access.  
 

―We really need people to be careful in the work area – in cars, on foot and on the water,‖ said 

Brad Wurfel, ODOT public information representative. ―Work crews are using areas near the 

bridges and the Jordan Road interchange as staging sites for construction materials and 

(See Construction begins on page 3) 

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS AT THE “GATEWAY TO THE GORGE” 

June 2010 

GORGE SUMMER CONSTRUCTION OVERVIEW 
The telltale signs are here: The sun’s bright rays are occasionally peeking out from behind the 

clouds and you only need to wear jackets, hats and gloves every other day – it must be 

summertime in the Gorge! The warm weather means more outdoor fun exploring the natural 

splendor that surrounds 

us. As temperatures 

increase, so does the 

traffic on area 

roadways. Multnomah 

Falls, the Pacific Crest Trail and the Columbia River itself are 

just a few of the many destinations that beckon more than 

2 million visitors to the Gorge every year. 
 

The Oregon Department of Transportation is working hard to 

ensure that Gorge-area roads, freeways and bridges are in the 

best possible condition to keep traffic moving for years to 

come. Here is a brief overview of construction projects in and 

around the Gorge this summer. Travel delays due to 

construction are expected to be minimal. As always, ODOT 

asks you to be extra careful when traveling through work 

(See Summer construction on page 2) 

Oregon Department of Transportation 

The I-84 Corridor Strategy calls for bridges that are modeled on the Historic 
Columbia River Highway, with its handsome stone facades and graceful 
arched bridges reflecting the basalt rock features in the Gorge. 

 

CONSTRUCTION AFFECTS 

LOCAL PARKING, ACCESS  

For the next three years, 

recreational users of the Sandy 

River near Interstate 84 can 

expect significantly reduced 

parking along Jordan Road and 

near Lewis & Clark State Park 

due to bridge construction. 

ODOT contractors are 

establishing staging areas for 

equipment and materials, 

mainly on the east side of the 

Sandy River along Jordan Road.  

More than 100 parking spaces 

will be unavailable during 

construction. Drivers are 

advised to watch for signs and 

barricades where parking is 

prohibited. 

 

 

HOW ARE WE DOING?  

Tell us what you think about 

information you’ve received 

about freeway bridge 

construction in the Gorge. Look 

for the online survey link at 

www.ODOTGorgeProjects.org. 



zones; drive slowly, obey flaggers and 

look out for roadside work crews and 

construction vehicles. If you’d like more 

information about these projects, check out 

www.ODOTgorgeprojects.org.  
 

I-84 Sandy River to Jordan Road 

At the western gateway to the Columbia 

River Gorge National Scenic Area, this 

OTIA III State Bridge Delivery Program 

project replaces two Interstate 84 bridges 

over the Sandy River east of Troutdale and 

repairs two bridges over Jordan Road at 

exit 18. Construction began this spring and 

is scheduled to be completed in 2013. 

During the construction work, parking and 

recreational access along the Sandy River 

and Jordan Road will be reduced. Posted 

signs and kiosks provide visitors with 

more parking information. 
 

I-84 Dodson to Tanner Creek 

The eastbound I-84 bridge over Moffett 

Creek at milepost 39 is being replaced. 

Three bridges — eastbound I-84 Dodson 

bridge at milepost 35, and the eastbound 

and westbound I-84 Tanner Creek bridges 

at milepost 40 — are being repaired. 

Drivers will see roadside work crews and 

occasional lane and ramp closures until 

work is completed later this summer.  
 

I-84 Cascade Locks to Hood River 

Work on five of seven bridges to be 

repaired or replaced on this project has 

already been completed. Construction 

work continues on the I-84 bridges in both 

(Continued from page 1) 
directions over the connector to U.S. 30 in 

Cascade Locks near milepost 45. Drivers on 

I-84 through Cascade Locks should expect 

two travel lanes in each direction most 

hours.  However, drivers on the U.S 30 

connector crossing under the freeway may 

find traffic controlled by flaggers. 

Construction on this project is scheduled to 

be finished this fall.  
 

I-84 Exit 64 at Hood River 

ODOT is replacing the bridge on I-84 and 

improving Button Bridge Road and the 

freeway ramps. Traffic patterns will change 

several times during construction. Freeway 

drivers should expect single-lane closures 

around the clock. Watch for new traffic 

signals and traffic controlled by flaggers 

on freeway ramps and nearby roadways. 

Construction work began earlier this year 

and is scheduled to be finished in fall 2011. 
 

I-84 Hood River to Mosier Creek 

Construction on the Mosier Creek bridge 

replacement at milepost 70 began in 

August 2008 and will be completed in fall 

2010. Two lanes will be open in each 

direction between Memorial Day and 

Labor Day. Pedestrians in the area should 

be aware that the construction work has 
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2010 Construction Projects 
in the Columbia River Gorge 

Summer construction 

Bridge Program Profile:  
Meet the people behind the scenes 
 
My name is: Wayman Bolly 
 

My job: Design Coordinator, Oregon 
Bridge Delivery Partners, since April 2005. 
 

What I do: Project manager for work 
done by bridge engineering design teams. 
 

Best part of my job: Working with a  
quality group of professionals all seeking 
to provide the best product for ODOT 
they can. 
 

My first job: Tennessee Department of 
Transportation. I was in the structures 
division. It gave me the opportunity to be 
involved in the design of many types of 
structures and was good, broad-based 
experience. 
 

You might not guess: In recent years I’ve 
learned to play competitive poker with 
friends and at clubs. It’s safe to say my 
career earnings are less than $100,000. 

About that accent:  
Wayman grew up in 
Tennessee, then lived 
in Florida for 17 years. 

closed the public footpath under the Mosier 

Creek Bridge. Alternate pedestrian access is 

available using the Rock Creek bridge trail. 

The Mosier Creek footpath will be restored 

when bridge work is complete. 
 

I-84 Fifteen Mile Creek to U.S. 97 
Spanish Hollow Creek 

Drivers on I-84 through the eastern part of 

the Gorge should watch for single-lane 

closures around the clock near milepost 88. 

Between Memorial Day weekend and Labor 

Day, ODOT will open two lanes of traffic in 

each direction. Construction work on 

U.S. 97 at Spanish Hollow Creek is expected 

to start later this summer. 
 

Gorge-Area Paving Projects 

In addition to bridge work in the Gorge, 

ODOT also is tackling two large paving 

projects this summer. Work on both projects 

is scheduled to be complete in October. 
 

The I-84 Multnomah Falls to Cascade 

Locks project will grind away existing 

pavement and replace it with new, and will 

also pave several on- and off-ramps to I-84. 

Work begins this summer east of 

Multnomah Falls and ends east of Cascade 

Locks. Drivers will encounter lane closures 

on the freeway around the clock and will 

need to be extra-careful and be prepared for 

traffic to shift to the shoulders at times. 

Ramp access to and from I‑84 will be closed 

at times. Detours will be in place during 

these temporary closures.  
 

Another Gorge-area paving project, on 

I-84 between I-205 and 181st Avenue in 

Portland, will install new asphalt pavement 

between 90th and 170th avenues and will 

smooth concrete between 170th and 195th 

avenues. Watch for frequent lane and ramp 

closures, lane shifts and detours. For 

weekly information updates, 

visit http://go.usa.gov/itZ.  
 

Washington State Route 
14 summer road work 
In addition to ODOT’s 

summer construction projects 

in the Gorge, the Washington 

State Department of 

Transportation is working on 

State Route 14 on the north 

side of the Columbia River. 

Most notable is rockfall safety 

work along SR 14 between 

White Salmon and Stevenson. 

Drivers should watch for road 

and lane closures, alternating 

traffic controlled by flaggers 

and temporary traffic signals. 

For more information about 

WSDOT’s summer 

construction projects, please 

visit http://wsdot.wa.gov/

Projects/SR14. 
 

While there will be travel challenges 

and changes this summer construction 

season, you can expect to be able to get 

where you want to go in the Gorge, 

typically with little or no delay.  
 

For more information, please visit 

www.ODOTgorgeprojects.org. Happy 

travels!  
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Crews place concrete on the I-84 bridge replacement project 
near Mosier. 

 

interchange provides access to the Hood River Bridge across 

the Columbia River, and to the port and marina, local 

businesses and Oregon 35 south to Mount Hood. ODOT 

contractor Moore Excavation Inc. will also build interchange 

improvements to reduce congestion and improve safety. 
 

To improve traffic flow at exit 64 and connections under I-84, 

crews will widen the current two-lane Button Bridge Road 

underpass to five lanes. There will be new traffic signals on 

Button Bridge Road, bicycle lanes in both directions and a 

sidewalk to the road’s east side. The on-ramp to eastbound I-84 

is being realigned and the off-ramps will be widened to 

accommodate higher traffic volumes. 
 

Freeway traffic is currently limited to one westbound lane, but 

a second eastbound lane has recently reopened 
 

―Traffic patterns in the work zone will change several times 

during the project,‖ said Steve Narkiewicz, ODOT project 

manager. ―We’re asking motorists to drive safely and pay 

careful attention to the orange construction signs.‖ 

equipment, and other areas in the work zone may be blocked 

off to ensure safety.‖ 
 

Temporary detour and work bridges will be built over the 

Sandy River. For public safety, flagging crews may be used on 

the river during construction.  
 

―If you see river flaggers, treat them just as you would a 

roadway flagger,‖ said Wurfel. ―If they are telling you to stop 

temporarily, it’s for a good reason – your safety – and it’s 

enforceable by law.‖ 
 

New bridge: Hood River exit 64 
 

Work on the new I-84 bridge at Hood River started a couple 

months earlier than the work at the Sandy River, and it will 

finish earlier, too. This multifaceted project is scheduled to 

wrap up in September 2011. 
 

The freeway bridge at exit 64 was built in 1953. The 
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