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Project overview 
 
The Oregon Department of Transportation, 
Washington County and the City of North 
Plains are planning two projects to improve 
safety and mobility near the interchange at 
Glencoe Road and U.S. 26 (Sunset Highway).  
These two projects, the Glencoe Inter-
change Project and the Glencoe Road 
Project, are being planned together and will 
be constructed as funds are available. 
 
Glencoe Road Project 
As part of its Major Streets Transportation 
Improvement Projects (MSTIP), Washington 
County plans to improve and repave Glencoe 
Road from U.S. 26 north to just beyond West 
Union Road.  This project will widen Glencoe 
Road to accommodate a center turn lane and 
will add bike lanes and  sidewalks.  
 
Glencoe Interchange Project 
The Glencoe Road interchange in its present 
condition cannot adequately serve existing traffic 
volumes, which have grown to 22,000 vehicles 
each day. Sight distance on the overpass is poor 
and it lacks bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  In 
addition, the ramps are not long enough to safely 
accommodate vehicles using the interchange, 
creating backups on the highway.  The Glencoe 
Interchange Project will modernize and improve 
the interchange to meet future traffic needs. 

 
Design concepts and narrowing 
 
Over the past six months, ODOT, Washington 
County and the City of North Plains have 
worked closely with the Stakeholder Working 
Group (SWG) and community members to iden-
tify transportation needs, project goals and pos-
sible solutions.   
 
Through this process, more than thirty unique 
interchange design concepts were identified.  
First, concepts that clearly did not meet the pro-
ject’s purpose and need statement were elimi-
nated.  Next, the SWG and PDT measured the 
concepts against a simplified version of the 
evaluation criteria through a screening process. 

 
Traffic operations analysis was conducted for the 
remaining concepts.  Concepts that did not meet 
projected traffic needs at the interchange were 
eliminated.  The SWG and the PDT then consid-
ered the full list of evaluation criteria.   
 
Additional evaluation of these concepts will be 
shared at the open house.  The SWG will review 
this additional information and public input be-
fore recommending a preferred concept for fur-
ther study. 
 
Decision-making structure 
Ultimately, decisions for the Glencoe Inter-
change Project will be made by Washington 
County, the Oregon Transportation Commis-
sion, the City of North Plains and the Federal 
Highway Administration.   
 
The Project Development Team (PDT), staff 
from ODOT, Washington County, the City of 
North Plains and the Federal Highway Admini-
stration, provides day-to-day project guidance 
and oversight and will forward project decisions 
to each jurisdiction for approval or adoption.   
 
The Stakeholder Working Group (SWG) in-
cludes community members, property and busi-
ness owners, and representatives of advocacy 
groups.  The SWG meets regularly, reviews 
technical information and provides guidance and 
feedback to the PDT.  
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Help select a preferred interchange design concept! 
 

 Glencoe Interchange Project Open House 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, August 17 

Jessie Mays Community Hall 
30955 NW Hillcrest Drive, North Plains 

Drop-in at your convenience 
 
Please plan to join us at the open house.  It is your opportunity to: 
• review the interchange design concepts developed by community members at the June 

workshop and the evaluation of those concepts 
• provide input about the evaluation of the concepts and the concept that you think best 

meets the project’s goals 
 
For more information, go to http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1/glencoe or contact 
Kristin Hull, public involvement consultant at 503-235-5881 or khull@jlainvolve.com. 
 
Accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities. If a sign language interpreter is needed, please call 
503-731-8247 or TTY 800-735-2900 48 hours prior to the open house. ¿Habla ustéd español? La información en 
esta publicación se puede traducir para ustéd. Para solicitar los servicios de traducción por favor llamé al (503) 
731-4128. 
 

Once a preferred concept is selected, an environ-
mental assessment (EA) and an interchange area man-
agement plan (IAMP) will be completed.   
 
An environmental assessment (EA) is a federally-
required report that complies with the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA).  It documents the 
costs, benefits and impacts of the project alternatives 
compared to a ‘do-nothing’ alternative.  The environ-
mental assessment must be approved by the Federal 
Highway Administration in order for the project to 
move forward. 

An interchange area management plan 
(IAMP), required by state law, devises strategies to 
protect public infrastructure investments. This may 
include evaluating current access points near the inter-

change and changing permitted future land uses.   

These policies ensure that future development does 
not hinder interchange function or shorten its pro-
jected lifespan. It must be adopted by the local juris-
dictions, Washington County and the City of North 
Plains, and the Oregon Transportation Commission. 

The interchange area management plan will consider 
local circulation issues and recommend strategies to 
serve existing businesses near the interchange while 
maintaining interchange function.  ODOT will work 
closely with affected residents, property owners and 
business owners to define a local access plan for the 
interchange area.  Contact Lili Gordon at 503-731-
8247 if you would like to participate in the develop-
ment of the local access plan. 

Next step: further study of the preferred concept 
Oregon Department of Transportation 
Glencoe Interchange Project 
123 NW Flanders Street 
Portland, OR 97209 
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Join us for an open house on August 17.  
See inside for details... 


