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Figure 2-2: Photo Simulation Cross-Section

between the east end of E. Wemme Trail Road and E.
Wildwood Avenue.

The photo simulation (Figure 2-2) illustrating the
proposed cross section shows a 10 foot shoulder
on the north side that includes the 2 feet needed
for guard rail. The proposed design would maintain
the edge of pavement where it is on the south side
of the highway. The total paved cross-section of
the highway would be 78-80 feet wide depending
on the presence of guardrail on the north side. The
project would be implemented within the existing
ODOT right-of-way. The project will include and
update an existing conveyance of federal property
administered by the Bureau of Land Management.

Widening the highway to the north would require
increasing the grade on both E. Lataurelle Avenue
and E. Wildwood Avenue. This would make these
approaches to the highway steeper and affect

the connections with the existing side roads at
the bottom of the hill. E. Lataurelle Avenue could
slightly exceed the Clackamas County standard for
road grades which is 12%, and an exception would
be sought. It is likely that E. Wildwood Avenue will
meet or be below the County grade standard.
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The ODOT access management strategy for the
project encourages consolidation of private accesses
along the south side of the highway, where possible.
It includes a proposal to improve safety by closing
the current skewed angle east and west entry points
to E. Wemme Trail Road. The project would also
reconfigure the access to a property that currently
shares access with the Hoodland Church. Safety is
improved by consolidating driveways and closing E.
Wemme Trail Road because the number and spacing
of vehicles turning onto or off of the highway is
reduced. See Figure 2-3 for locations of roads and
the Hoodland Church.

Access management is about balancing
access to developed land while ensuring
movement of traffic in a safe and efficient
manner. The Oregon Highway Plan calls for
access management strategies to ensure safe
and efficient highways consistent with their
determined function, ensure the statewide
movement of goods and services, enhance
community livability and support planned
development patterns, while recognizing the
needs of motor vehicles, transit, pedestrians
and bicyclists.
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2.3 Other Alternatives Considered

What other alternatives and design
options were considered but not
advanced?

Three alternatives were considered but not carried
forward in the 1985 EIS; they were not reconsidered
for the currently proposed project. They were as
follows:

e Split the highway through the Dwyer Area
with the westbound lanes far enough to the
north to go behind the stand of trees near
the road. This alternative was not advanced

because there was not enough existing right-

of-way to split the lanes and merge them at
either end of the corridor without removing
as many trees as the non-split alternatives.
This remains the case today.

e Add one lane in the westbound direction,
the lane that is most used. This alternative
was not advanced because a three-lane
roadway was considered unsafe. Motorists

tend to consider the center lane as a passing

lane and head-on accidents are more likely
to occur. Also, although the eastbound lane
was mostly uncongested at the time, traffic
in that direction was projected to exceed
the present capacity by the early 1990s.
The project was built with two lanes in each

direction and no center turn lane through the

Dwyer Area.

e Reduce peak hour traffic such as increasing
transit usage or staggering the hours
of operation at the ski areas. This was
considered beyond the scope of the project.

Transit for skiers is available currently. Transit

and staggering ski operations would not

solve the safety problems during the non-ski

seasons.

The current project team considered five additional
alternatives besides the Widen to the North
Alternative. After defining these other alternatives

and evaluating them the team presented the
results to citizens at the second open house held
September 13, 2005. After receiving citizen’s
comments, the team decided not to carry the
following alternatives into the environmental
assessment for further study. The alternatives are
described on the next pages along with the reasons
for not continuing to study them further.
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