Oregon Department of Transportation

NEWS RELEASE

1 Columbia, Washington, Multnomah, Clackamas
Reg Io n 1 and Hood River Counties

Feb. 4, 2006 06-014 R1

For More Information: Shawn Uhlman, 503-731-8265, Shawn.D.Uhiman@odot.state.or.us
Dave Thompson, 503-731-8263, David.H.Thompson@odot.state.or.us
Regional Projects Website: www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1

WINTER WEATHER FOR MT. HOOD

Chains or traction tires are required on all vehicles traveling on U.S. 26 (Mt. Hood Highway)

and Highway 35 throughout Saturday, Feb. 4. Snow and high winds are limiting visibility and
making driving conditions treacherous. The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT)

and the Oregon State Police (OSP) will be enforcing this requirement.

Timberline Resort Information
Chains are required on all vehicles traveling on Timberline Road and drivers should be
aware that Timberline Road may close at any time. Travelers bound for Timberline Resort

must check the resort website www.timberlinelodge.com or call 503-622-7979 for

updates on their schedule of operations for Saturday and for current conditions on

Timberline Road.

Park only in designated areas on Mt. Hood

Drivers headed for mountain resorts or passes this weekend are reminded to park only in
designated areas. All illegally parked vehicles in snow zones will be towed at the
owner’s expense. lllegally parked vehicles prohibit snow removal equipment from properly

clearing roads and make travel hazardous for other drivers.

--more--

For updated information on highway work and current travel information throughout Oregon,
visit www.tripcheck.com or call the Oregon road report at 511 or 1-800-977-6368
Visit the ODOT News Media Center at www.oregon.gov/ODOT/COMM
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Winter Driving Tips

If you must drive in low-visibility conditions, here are some tips to remember:

Slow down. Do not drive faster than your vision permits

Increase following distance to ensure enough reaction time and stopping distance
Turn on all your lights, including hazard lights, to give other vehicles the opportunity
to better notice your vehicle. Use low-beam headlights and fog lights. Do not use high
beams

Use windshield wipers and the defroster, as needed, to maximize your ability to see
Be ready for emergency stops by other vehicles

Turn off your cruise control so that you are in control of your vehicle

Use the right edge of the road or roadside reflectors as a guide

Listen for traffic you can’t see

Do not change lanes or pass other vehicles, unless absolutely necessary

Signal early and brake gently

Watch for slow-moving or parked vehicles or snow plows

If you cannot see, pull completely off the road, preferably at a rest area, truck stop or

parking lot

For current road conditions, including road cameras and weather information, visit
www.TripCheck.com or call 511. TripCheck also contains information on chain and

traction tire requirements and other travel information.

For more tips about driving in all types of weather conditions, visit
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/COMM/winter.shtml
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