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Oregon City Arch Bridge Celebration Saturday 

ODOT and local partners in West Linn and Oregon City will co-host a Jan. 15 celebration of an icon 

the communities share – the Oregon City/West Linn Arch Bidge.  

The 88-year-old bridge will close for two years, starting this 

weekend, for major repairs and upgrades. To mark the 

occasion,  the Willamette Falls National Heritage Area 

Coalition has organized a. celebration from 2 to 4 p.m that 

includes a bridge walk before the span officially closes.  

The event commemorates the importance of the falls on the 

Willamette River and the bridge linking Oregon City and 

West Linn, as well as the work underway to create a National Heritage 

Area. Participants include the Grande Ronde storytellers and dancers, local artists who draw 

inspiration from the site, and roving presenters sharing tales of pioneering days. 

Attendees can share their stories of the bridge, the falls and the partnerships as the bridge “winters in” 

and the rebuilding begins. Congressman Kurt Schrader, an advocate of establishing the site as a 

National Heritage Area, will attend, along with other local and state officials from Clackamas County, 

West Linn, Oregon City, the Grande Ronde Tribe, ODOT and the Oregon Parks and Recreation 

Department. There will be a covered area, heaters and free shuttles to and from the bridge from 

West Linn High School. 

The rehabilitation project will bring the bridge back to its original condition. Contractors will remove the 

Gunite (concrete) coating on the bridge, examine the steel structure and make any needed repairs. In 

addition, other structural features will be rebuilt or replaced, including the sidewalks and railings. 
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During the closure, ODOT has arranged a bridge shuttle service for bicycles and pedestrians. The 

shuttle operates Monday through Friday, from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. and on weekends from        7 a.m. to 8 

p.m. 

Motorists will access  West Linn and downtown Oregon City during the construction by using the 

Abernathy Bridge, less than a mile north on I-205, and exiting on OR 99E. Access to all businesses in 

downtown Oregon City will be open throughout the project.  

For more information about the event, check out the website at:  www.wfheritage.org   

For more information about the bridge project, check out the website at:  www.archrehab.com   
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